BARRABOOL HILLS LANDCARE

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group Newsletter. September 2025.

BHLG 2025 AGM

By Jim Seager.

Onthe 6th August our annual general
meeting was held at the Barrabool
Cricket club rooms at Ceres.

Following a short meeting,
summary of the past years events
and election of office bearers,
attendees were engaged in an
informative presentation by guest
speakers Brigid Creasy, from
Barwon Water, and Andrew Harrison
from the Corangamite Catchment
Management Authority (CCMA).

Brigid gave us an overview of the
roles and responsibilities, service
region and water supply systems of
Barwon Water.

Brigid detailed the process of
catchment risk assessment and
priority projects for their Catchment
and Waterway Management team.

While the ‘mid Barwon’ section
of the Barwon River (which flows
through our Landcare group area)
is not considered a priority for
Barwon Water because it doesn’t
extract water from this area, it does
refer requests for assistance to the
CCMA.

Andrew explained that the CCMA,
as the lead agency for integrated
catchment management in the
Corangamite region of Victoria, is

WHAT'’S ON IN 2025?

OCTOBER

FOTB Nature Positive webinar.
Date: Friday 3rd, 12 pm.
Details for registration page 5

BHLG General Meeting & Field
Day.

‘Identifying weeds and how to
manage them’

Date: Saturday 11th.

Details: page 2

DECEMBER

BHLG Christmas Function
Date: Friday 5th.
Details: TBA

FEBUARY 2026

2026 Rabbit Baiting Program
Date: 12th, 16th, 19th February
2026.

Thirfy years.
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responsible for the coordinated
management of land, water and
biodiversity resources, including
consideration of environmental,
cultural, social, recreational and
economic values.

Andrew expressed that the CCMA
encourages landholders across
the catchment areas of the Barwon
River who require assistance for

... (continued on page 2)
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... (continued from page 1)

exclusion fencing and revegetation
to complete an ‘expression of
interest’” form. He explained that
with limited resources, it may take
some time before projects can be
considered for funding.

Andrew discussed several projects
which are currently being funded,
including the Barwon Flagship &
living Moorabool Projects, plus the
Green links project & Kitjarra-dja-
bul Bullarto Langi-ut.

The evening was accompanied with
a light supper and Cake (celebrating
30 years of Barrabool Hills

Landcare)

BARRABOOL HILLS

LANDCARE

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING AND FIELD DAY

This Notice is to advise of the 2nd General Meeting and Field Day of
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group for 2025 to which all members and
friends are invited.

Date: Saturday 11" October 2025

Location: 270 Georges Rd BARRABOOL VIC (follow the signs from Merrawarp and
Georges Rd)

Timings: 1 pm — 4pm with afternoon tea provided

Topic: How to identify and manage WEEDS:

Weed and plant identification
Impact on landholders
Management options

Drone Spraying demonstration

RSVP: 8 Oct by email to info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

Barrabool Hills

Landcare

N

www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au
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FAMILY

community!

Live music from North
Geelong Community Big
Band & Dan Aaron

Kids' activities including
face-painting, art, and
storytelling

Join us for a free, fun-packed family
afternoon celebrating nature and

ACF Community
Geelong ©

Independently organised ACF group

FUR ‘
DAY

A community art project
led by First Nations artist
Kiri Tawhai

Screenings of inspiring
short films: Coral's Last
Stand and Rising Tide:
Turning the Ship

SUNDAYR2610CTOBER

CLOVERDALE
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

167 Purnell Rd, Corio
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West-facing remnant of Snowy Mint-bush showing it's toughness
(Sutherlands Creek)

Native Mint-Bushes (Prostanthera species)

By Stephen Murphy.

The strong scent and flavour of herbs
like peppermint and spearmint
are well-loved in summer drinks,
exotic salads, and even hearty
winter roasts, often stirring fond
memories. Australia’s own native
mint-bushes are just as aromatic,
yet they have not found the same
place in our kitchens. Instead, they
are mostly enjoyed in our gardens,
valued for their toughness and
beautiful flowers.

But behind their modest appearance,
these native mint-bushes hide
fascinating—and little-known—
secret sex lives.

The birds and the bees

Researcher Trevor Wilson and
associates in 2017 found that
the variety of shapes of mint-
bush flowers is not accidental.
Remarkably, the flowers of
different species of mint-bush have
developed shapes designed to lure
different types of pollinators.

Beetles & flies

Some species have developed
tubular flowers that are more open

and starlike to attract beetles and
flies. E.g. Prostanthera rotundifolia,
P. cruciflora.

Native Bees

Those with tubular flowers that
are short, taper quickly, with the
central flattish petal that provides a
‘landing pad’, suits native bees. E.g.
P. cuneata, P. lasianthos, P. nivea.

Birds

Flowers that are nectar-rich,
brightly coloured, long and tubular
are designed to attract and suit the
long beaks of honeyeaters. E.g. P.
aspalathoides, P. monticola.

Gardeners guide

If you haven’'t grown native mint-
bushes before, here is a little
background. These hardy shrubs
range from small to medium in size
and are known for their fast growth
and striking display of flowers.
Australia is home to nearly 100
species, offering an extraordinary
variety of colours—most commonly
mauve, but also white, pink, and,
more rarely, red and yellow. Their

leaves release arich array of scents
when crushed, though the local
Snowy Mint-bush (Prostanthera
nivea) is unusual in lacking any
detectable fragrance.

Mint-bushes thrive in most well-
drained soils and occur naturally
in coastal areas, heathlands, open
forests, and woodlands. In these
environments, they often form
dense shrub communities that
provide vital food and shelter for
birds, insects, and other wildlife.

Just as overindulging in a hearty
winter roast with mint sauce can
leave us with regrets, overfeeding
mint-bushes can have the same
effect. These plants are highly
sensitive to phosphorus, which can
cause their leaves to yellow and the
plants to die back.

Snowy Mint-bush flower showing its
‘landing pad’ for bees.
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Invitation to the fourth in our Friends of the Barwon Nature Positive
Webinar Series for the Future of the Barwon River System

3rd October 2025
12 -1:15 pm

Emma James -

Erin Toner -
Sydney Water

Peter Morgan -
NSW DCCEEW Barwon Water

In Part 4 of our Nature Positive Webinar Series, we will hear from three water industry experts
from both Victoria and across the border; all of whom are passionate about recycled water use.
Emma James will discuss an innovative water treatment, recycling and reuse project at Picton
that uses algae and river grass to treat and produce recycled water fit for purpose; minimising
impact on important ecological and recreational values of the waterways. Emma will also
showcase some projects that demonstrate the important role of recycled water for local
communities and for more cost-effective management of water.
Erin Toner will present on the NSW Government’s recently released Recycled Water Roadmap.
The Roadmap aims to make it easier for water utilities to assess, cost and engage with their
customers on recycled water, and invest in it for both drinking and non-drinking purposes to
increase water security and resilience. This presentation will provide more detailed information
on the development of a Framework for Community Engagement on Purified Recycled Water for
drinking.
Peter Morgan will outline a number of innovative integrated water management projects and
opportunities that he is involved in in our Barwon River Catchment area region. His presentation
will include the development of the Northern Water Plant that supplies high quality recycled
water to the Geelong refinery and plans for a large-scale alternative water grid in the Geelong
region to enable increased use of recycled water and stormwater for productive uses.

To join the webinar, you need to pre-register through Humanitix at:
https://events.humanitix.com/recycled-water-use-let-s-get-on-with-it

For more information contact: friendsofthebarwon@gmail.com
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Message from
the President.

By Jim Seager.
Welcome to Spring 2025.

Thanks to all those who attended
our AGM in August at the Barrabool
Cricket Clubrooms, Ceres. A big
welcome to new members. This
Spring we continue to Celebrating
30 years of Landcare! It is great to
see the Barrabool Hills green again,
at last, after such a long period of
dry.

In 2024/25 we have had to endure
a significant deficiency in rainfall
resulting in many hours of feeding
livestock and carting water. While
this was good for our annual
rabbit baiting program in February,
it has been challenging for our
revegetation programs.

Often after a long dry weeds become
a major issue so be vigilant and
brush up on your plant identification
skills. Early control will prevent
seeding this season.

Some of our events over the past
year included;

Our quarterly meeting on October
16th 2024 at the Gnarwarre hall.
Stephen Murphy talked about his
passion for restoring biodiversity
on farms and eating cake.

On November 29th we held our
annual Christmas Party, hosted
by The Cameron’s at ‘Hermitage’
in Murgheboluc. A great night was
had by all, along the banks of the
Barwon River.

In February 2025 we held our
annual rabbit baiting program. Many
landholders participated, resulting
in good control of rabbits across the
Barrabool Hills. Thanks to Heike for
co-ordinating and Cohn’s & Harvey'’s
for running the depots.

In April we held our Quarterly

meeting at the Gnarwarre hall. Our
guest speaker Reece Eames gave a
very informative speech about the
threat from Indian Minor birds to
our native bird population and how
to trap them. We also discussed
the benefits of establishing nesting
boxes on farms to help native birds
breed.

We recently celebrated our 30
years of Landcare with lunch at
the Barrabool Maze. It was well
attended with many current and
past members, giving us a chance
to reflect on the great work and
positive outcomes for the Barrabool
Hills community over the past 30
years.

Guest speakers at our recent AGM
on August 6th were Brigid Creasy
from Barwon Water & Andrew
Harrison from CCMA, discussing
roles & responsibilities and current
major projects. We also enjoyed a
celebratory cake for our 30 years of
Landcare.

Upcoming events include our
general meeting on 11th of October,
‘Identifying weeds and how to
manage them’ and our Christmas
party on December 5th at ‘Aldine’
Stonehaven. Details will be emailed
to members and on our website. Our
annual rabbit baiting program will
be held again in February 2026.

We welcome any members who
would like to become part of our
executive to help build on the
achievements from the past 30
years of Landcare in the Barrabool
Hills.

Now is a good time to check out our
redeveloped website, keep up to
date with our latest newsletter &
what’s on in the local community. To
mark our 30 years of Landcare we
have chosen some rugby tops with
the Barrabool Hills logo.

executive
continued

Thank you to our
committee for their
support and contribution.

Heike - our Treasurer who has been
outstanding in support our Rabbit
Baiting, managing our website
redevelopment and Memberships.

Leah Carr-inherrole as Newsletter
Editor and helping to upgrade our
website. Our by-monthly newsletter
will now only be available on our
website. We can provide some hard
copies to those who don't have
access to our website on request.

Christa and Trevor. As Secretary
Christa has been working with Leah
and Heike to update our members
details and Trevor looks after our
equipment. Please remember to
update us with any changes in your
details.

Thank you to all continuing and
new members of our executive
committee helping to keep the group
running.

Special thanks to Christa Jones,
retiring as group secretary. She will
continue as an executive committee
member. Thanks to Judy Cohn, Kathy
McQuillan and Ross Mackenzie for
their work, having resigned from
our executive committee. They will
all continue to participate in future
events as ongoing members of the
Landcare group.

Thanks to all the other contributors
and for those who help get the

newsletter out every two months.

Looking forward to seeing you all at
a Landcare event in 2025/26

Cheers Jim.

‘a Landcare

BHLG Newsletter | Page 6



BARRABOOL HILLS

LANDCARE

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

INVITATION

END OF YEAR BREAK UP & CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Place: ‘ALDINE”’
1133 Hamilton Highway, STONEHAVEN

Date: Friday December 5th" @ 6.30pm

Bring your family & friends to join us in a celebration of the year that’s been and the year to come at
Mark & Heike Dunn’s farm and lovely gardens at the base of the Barrabool Hills.

BYO Meat & drinks and please bring a SALAD or DESSERT to share
BHLG will provide some nibbles for Pre- Dinner
RSVP: Monday 1° Dec via the website event link or to

info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au / Mob: 0417 020 012

shernevstodk com - 3
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BECOME A MEMBER.

Join our vibrant Barrabool Hills
Landcare community and help
support our projects and events?
Only $30 annually per family.

Go to our website for all the
details on how to join
www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au or email us at
info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO
OUR NEWSLETTER.

Contributions to the newsletter
are most welcome. Let your
fellow community and members
know what is happening in

the Barrabool Hills. Send
articles and photos to info@
barraboolhillslandcare.org.au.

Deadline for next issue is 15/11/25.

Members can advertise their
Barrabool Hills business in the
newsletter @ $30 per issue
(space allowing).

CONTACT US

PRESIDENT
Jim Seager.
Telephone: 0409 935 700. Email: ejimseager@bigpond.com

VICE PRESIDENT
lan Kelly.
Telephone: 0427 577 601. Email: kellyian1951@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Vacant

TREASURER
Heike Dunn.
Telephone: 0417 020 012. Email: info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

NEWSLETTER

Leah Carr.
Email: ermservices@bigpond.com.au

EQUIPMENT
Trevor Jones.
Telephone: 0407 009 855. Email: info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BarraboolHillsLandcare/
Website: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

Instagram: @barraboolhillslandcare

CALLING VOLUNTEERS'*5

Opportunities to get more involved with Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group (BHLG) is a Not-for-Profit organisation within the Surf Coast Shire, run entirely by

volunteers.

The committee continues to put a great deal of time and effort into keeping the Group viable, conducting
informative and interesting events and working towards environmental outcomes.

However, we would love to get more members, families and friends involved in our work and are always
looking for people with a range of skills and interests including but not limited to:

*Photography

*Website and social media management

* Accounting/finance
*Event management

If you would like to become more involved, please email us at info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au with your
contact details and a brief outline of what skills and time commitments you may be able to provide.

Q Landcare
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