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WHAT’S ON IN 2025?
By Heike Dunn.

APRIL 2025
BHLG General Meeting  
Date: Wednesday 30th. 6pm. 
Further details page 3. 

MAY 2025

Celebrating 150 Years 
Ceres Primary School. 
Date: Saturday 3rd.

JUNE

World Environment Day 
Date: Thursday 5th & Friday 6th.

BHLG 30th Anniversary 
Celebration. 
Date: Sunday 15th. Details TBA. 

JULY

Geelong Nature Festival 
Date: Saturday 12th- Sunday 27th

National Tree Day 
Sunday 27th

AUGUST

BHLG Annual General Meeting 
Date: Wednesday 6th. 
Details: TBA

OCTOBER

BHLG General Meeting/Field Day 
Date: Saturday 11th. Details: TBA

DECEMBER

BHLG Christmas Function 
Date: Friday 5th. Details: TBA

30 CELEBRATING  

Barrabool Hills Landcare Celebrates 30 Years!

YEARS

Dear members past and present.
We would like to invite you all to celebrate this milestone occasion. It 
would be wonderful to record your special reminiscences of past and 
present happenings in the Hills. If you or if you know of anyone who has 
photos or anecdotes that they can share, please contact Christa Jones. 
info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au or 0408 342 403. Look forward to your 
stories. Thanks in advance.

This year marks 30 years of 
Landcare in the Barrabool Hills. 
When it was established in 1995, 
the Group’s focus was on serrated 
tussock, gorse and rabbits. Then our 
horizons extended to soil erosion, 
river water quality and preservation 
of native plant populations and thirty 
years on we have seen a significant 
shift in land use, population 
demographic and landscape. 

The landcare community has 
embraced these changes, and 
combined their resources over 
the years, with funding from state, 
federal and local government, to 

build a landscape which is ticking 
all the boxes in terms of sustainable 
production, lifestyle and the 
preservation of native flora and 
fauna.

The “Hills” are now fringed in 
indigenous plantings of trees and 
shrubs and the Barwon River, 
Waurn Ponds Creek, and many of 
the gullies and escarpments are 
increasingly providing a haven for 
native birds and animals.  

To mark this significant milestone 
we will be holding a lunch on Sunday 

CALLING FOR INFORMATION!
BHLG 30 Years Celebration
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15th June 2025 to which all members 
and friends, past and present are 
invited.  We are exploring a number 
of local venues and costings and 
hope to discuss this further at the 
general meeting Wednesday (30 
April). 

So, more information including the 
venue and cost will be advised as 
soon as possible.

We hope that you will be able to attend 
the lunch, not only celebrate our 
achievements, but also look to the 

Eugene von Guerard 
1860, Mr Leviens Hut 
on the Barrabool Hills. 
Barrabool Hills vegetation 
density in 1835.

Barrabool Hills Landcare Celebrates 30 Years!
... (continued from page 1)

future of landscape management in 
the Barrabool Hills and surrounds.

Barrabool Hills Landcare.  

Barrabool Hills Landcare.  

Above:  

BHLG 2024 
Christmas 
Break up.

Photo credit:  
Leah Carr. 

Left: 

Tree planting - 
Lola Gugger’s  
5 Sep 2024 

Photo credit:  
Joey Harte
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www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au  

 

 
NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING 

 
This Notice is to advise of the 1st General Meeting of Barrabool Hills 
Landcare Group for 2025 to which all members and friends are 
invited. 

Date:  Wednesday 30h April 2025 
 
Location:  Gnarwarre Pavilion, 35 Gnarwarre Rd, Gnarwarre VIC 

Timings:  6.00pm for ‘refreshments’/networking, 6.30pm for general meeting business 
followed by our guest speaker. 

Guest Speaker: Rhys Eames 

BIO: Plumber, wildlife rescue volunteer, passionate about restoring biodiversity in our 
country, revegetation, nesting box/bird habitat creation and removal of pest species, 
especially the Indian Myna bird. 

 

Topic: Indian Myna birds – identification, facts, impacts on both agriculture and our natural 
environment and management/control measures. 

RSVP’s by 24 Apr are essential preferably via https://events.humanitix.com/barrabool-
hills-landcare-group-april-general-meeting or by email to 
info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au so we can email members the Agenda, a copy of last 
meeting’s draft Minutes, the latest financials, a ZOOM invite for anyone not able to attend in 
person and for catering purposes.                                     

We are looking forward to your company! 
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Message from the President.
By Jim Seager.

 Welcome to Autumn 

This year has been flying past. It’s 
hard to believe it is nearly May and 
we are still looking for some rain to 
kick of the season. 

It is also 30 years since the 
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group 
was formed and, as it was at the 
start, Serrated Tussock and Rabbits 
are still significant issues. 

Increasing numbers of people are 
calling the Barrabool Hills home 
and many are enthusiastic about 
making it a great place to be. We are 
planning a celebration in June so 
check our website and newsletter 
for details.

On April 30th we will hold our next 
general meeting. Following some 
wine & cheese and a brief update 
from the groups executive, our 
guest speaker, Rhys Eames will 
discuss the importance of providing 
nesting hollows for native birds 
and reducing the impact from some 
of the increasing numbers of pest 
species in the region.

Our group is keen to help landholders 
who are keen to trap some of these 
pest species such as Indian Myna 
birds which can devastate native 
bird populations. So come along 
to our meeting on the 30th April a 
learn how.

It’s a good time to check out our 
redeveloped website, keep up to 
date with our latest newsletter & 
what’s on in the local community. 

You can access lots of relevant 
information from our website 
or follow the links to other 
organisations in related fields. 
Always looking for photos and 
stories about what members are 
doing.

There are many things to keep an eye 
on following a prolonged dry period. 
Livestock health can be challenged 
especially changing back to green 
grass. 

The significant movement of hay and 
overgrazed paddocks can result in 
significant weed problems in the 
following years. “one years seeding 
leads to 7 years weeding” is a good 
rule to use when managing new 
invasive weeds.

Don’t give up the idea of planting 
a few native trees this year. While 
large scale tree planting requires 
a bit of planning, maybe look at the 
opportunity to replace dead plants 
and consolidate existing plantings. 

Many nurseries will be keen to sell 
plants with less demand this year. 
Our small grants program is always 
look to help members.                                                      

We are hoping to run some 
community planting days through 
the winter months, with students 
from our local Primary Schools 
keen to participate. Please contact 
our group if you have one planned 
you would like help with.

The members of our executive 
committee have been working 
hard behind the scenes to keep 
the group up to date with the ever-
changing requirements of running 
a community group. Thankyou for 
your contribution.

 Our by-monthly newsletter will be 
emailed to members and available 
on our website.

Our Facebook and Instagram pages 
are up and running so feel free to 
make a contribution, comments and 

photos of the Barrabool Hills would 
be most welcome.

If you would like to ask a question, 
make a comment or send us a 
letter with photos of what you 
have been doing, email us at  
info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au. 

I look forward to watching the 
landscape change to the green 
rolling hills soon and seeing you at 
Landcare events in 2025. 

Cheers Jim.

Pictured above: The beautiful colours of 
Autumn in the leaves of Ornamental Pear 
trees.
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The Mural is one of two created by 
renowned local artist B J O’Toole 
to commemorate Ceres Primary 
School’s 150th anniversary.

The meaningful artwork will leave 
a lasting legacy for generations to 
come. This work pictured reflects 
the two house mascots and the 
Barrabool Hills region. BJ’s art 
style is contemporary, uses bright 
earthy colours & symbols as well 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

S A T U R D A Y  3 R D  M A Y  2 0 2 5

Q R C O D E
 F O R  F A C E B O O K  

E V E N T  

C E R E S  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L�

 The Story of the Mural. By Jim Seager. 
as elements of country, water, 
mountains, sun & coast.

This is the story of the mural. The 
middle is the meeting place, the 2 
waterways are the Waurn Ponds 
creek and on the bottom is the 
Barwon River. 

Along the bottom is the arches of 
the Barrabool Hills and the brown 
middle is a traditional Waddawurung 

marking. The kangaroo and eagle 
represent our 2 houses, Lok Lok and 
Kanyul, also kmown as Banjul and 
Koolan (not sure of correct spelling 
here).

On both sides of there is river red 
gumtrees with scar marking on them. 
The background is representing our 
sky country.  

Above: The Mural is one of two created by renowned local artist B J O’Toole to 
commemorate Ceres Primary School’s 150th anniversary.



 BHLG Newsletter  |  Page 6

Adding biodiversity to older plantations.
By Stephen Murphy. 

I have long been a critic of old-style 
plantations that are dominated by 
canopy trees, with few shrubs and 
no habit at ground level like fallen 
logs, rocks and tussocky grasses. 
These plantations provide poor wind 
shelter and very limited wildlife 
habitat. 

Both the shrub and ground layers 
are critical for many insectivorous 
birds, reptiles and small ground 
dwelling mammals, all which play 
an important role in the control of 
insect pests.

Here are some strategies that will 
help restore these vital structural 
elements to old plantations;

Adding the ground layer:

• Repurpose dead trees by pushing 
them over to provide logs on the 
ground

• Densely planted trees (spaced at 
3m or less) can be thinned, leaving 
the trunks and large branches on 
the ground. If there is a need for 
firewood, ‘take one and leave one’ is 
a reasonable strategy 

• Plant same species clumps of 
hardy native grasses (wallaby, 
spear and windmill grasses) and 
herbs (10 - 50 in a clump) around the 
perimeter and in open spaces within 
a plantation where there is enough 
light and moisture to support them 

• Plant short lived hardy wattles 
that develop a trunk, like the Golden 
Wattle, Acacia pycnantha, that lives 
9 – 12 years. Scattered through as a 
gap filler, these small trees proved 
wind shelter when young and logs 
on the ground within 15 years.  

Note: Fire risk and convenient access 
are important considerations 

- keep potential access tracks 
open for future works and remove 
small branches (less than 6mm 
in diameter) that contribute 
significantly to bushfire hazard. 

Adding the shrub layer:

• Densely planted trees can also be 
coppiced to waist height. The multi-
branched new growth is shrublike in 
form and attracts small birds

• Plant very hardy shrub species in 
gaps and around the perimeter, e.g. 
salt bushes, small wattles, hakeas, 
boobialla and correas

• Trees that are over represented 
can be removed (cut & painted with 
glyphosate) to create open spaces 
for planting shrubs in 12 months 

Note: In open areas, shallow rip to 
30cm deep every 2m in autumn to 

allow winter rainfall to penetrate 
deeply and to make future planting 
easier. For small areas, hand rip 
with a garden fork (push in & pull 
back to crack the soil). Do this for 
each plant to the depth of the fork 
prongs and a width of 1m. 

Also, plant early in the season and 
only if the soil is moist to spade 
depth

In new plantations shrubs should 
be 60% of the plant list. They will 
establish in new plantations, but are 
difficult to establish in plantations 
over 5 years old because of 
competition for light and moisture. 

In new plantations aim for same-
species group planting of 20 - 50 
shrubs. If space is limited, 5 - 10 
plants in same-species groups is 
ok. 

Pictured below: Mass planted Hop Goodenia, Goodenia ovata, on the outer edge 
of older canopy trees’
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with a similar ethnic background. 
That’s why it’s so important to have 
a diverse and robust donor registry.

Stem Cell Donors Australia is 
working to change that. By joining 
their registry, you could one day 
be the match someone desperately 
needs. Registration is easy and 
only requires a quick cheek swab. 
If you’re aged 18–35, healthy, and 
willing to donate if matched, you 
can sign up and potentially become 
a lifesaver.

Donating stem cells is safe, and in 
most cases, it’s done through a non-
surgical outpatient process similar 
to donating blood.

Learn more or sign up today at 
https://stemcelldonors.org.au/rod/ 

You could be the cure someone is 
desperately waiting for.

Stem cell donation is a life-saving 
procedure that offers hope to people 
battling blood cancers like leukemia 
and lymphoma, as well as rare blood 
and immune disorders. For many 
patients, a stem cell transplant is 
their best - and sometimes only - 
chance at survival.

But here’s the challenge: finding a 
matching donor is incredibly difficult. 
Matches depend on tissue type, not 
blood type, and the best chance of 
a match often comes from someone 

Vector credit: https://www.vecteezy.com/free-vector/farmer-silhouette”>Farmer Silhouette Vectors by Vecteezy</a>

HEALTHY HARVEST
What You Should Know About Stem Cell Donation. By Anthony Jones.

Welcome to our series of short articles to raise awareness of various health issues. If there is 
a special topic you would like included in upcoming editions of the newsletter please feel free to 
contribute a short article.

It is that time of the year when 
subscriptions are due for FY 25/26.

For those who are renewing, thank 
you for your continued support, and 
for those who would like to join, or 
re-join, welcome to our community.

Our organisation is entirely 
volunteer based.  Your subscription 
goes towards keeping our 
organisation viable and will not only 
help us to support our community 
in Landcare activities such as 
pest animal and plant control and 
revegetation advice, but also fund 
insurance cover for you when we 
are conducting field activities and 
participating in community events.

Other benefits of Membership 
include:

• Front gate sign 
• Flora Book 
• Barrabool Hills – Changing 
Landscapes booklet 
• Bimonthly newsletter 
• All Group announcements via 
email (if you wish) 
• Access to hire of Group equipment 
• Advice on revegetation and weed 
management 
• Access to and assistance in 
applying for on-ground work grants

So, to re-new your membership 
please visit our online shop to 
make payment at https://www.

barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/
shop/

When you visit our ‘Shop’ you have 
the option of paying by one of the 
following methods:

     * Bank Transfer
     * Credit Card
     * PayPal 
 
Most importantly: If you are unsure 
of your membership status, have 
any questions or difficulties paying 
online please contact our Treasurer 
Heike on 0417 020 012 or emailing 
info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au 

    * MEMBERSHIP REMINDER * by Heike Dunn
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PRESIDENT 
Jim Seager.  
Telephone: 0409 935 700. Email: ejimseager@bigpond.com  
 
VICE PRESIDENT  
Ian Kelly.  
Telephone: 0427 577 601. Email: kellyian1951@gmail.com  
 
SECRETARY 
Christa Jones. 
Telephone: 0408 342 403. Email: info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au
 
TREASURER 
Heike Dunn. 
Telephone: 0417 020 012. Email: info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au
 
NEWSLETTER 
Leah Carr.  
Email: ermservices@bigpond.com.au

EQUIPMENT 
Trevor Jones. 
Telephone: 0407 009 855. Email: info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

SOCIAL MEDIA  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BarraboolHillsLandcare/   
Website: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au 
Instagram: @barraboolhillslandcare

 

CONTACT US
Join our vibrant Barrabool Hills 
Landcare community and help 
support our projects and events? 
Only $30 annually per family.

Go to our website for all the 
details on how to join  
www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au or email us at  
info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au.

BECOME A MEMBER.

Contributions to the newsletter 
are most welcome. Let your 
fellow community and members 
know what is happening in 
the Barrabool Hills. Send 
articles and photos to info@
barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au. Deadline for next issue is 
16/05/25.

Members can advertise their 
Barrabool Hills business in the 
newsletter @ $30 per issue 
(space allowing). 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
OUR NEWSLETTER.

CALLING VOLUNTEERS!
Opportunities to get more involved with Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group (BHLG) is a Not-for-Profit organisation within the Surf Coast Shire, run entirely by 
volunteers.

The committee continues to put a great deal of time and effort into keeping the Group viable, conducting 
informative and interesting events and working towards environmental outcomes.

However, we would love to get more members, families and friends involved in our work and are always 
looking for people with a range of skills and interests including but not limited to:

*Photography
*Website and social media management
*Accounting/finance
*Event management

If you would like to become more involved, please email us at info@barraboolhillslandcare.org.au with your 
contact details and a brief outline of what skills and time commitments you may be able to provide.


