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Forthcoming events.

October meeting
Monitoring and identifying birds in our environment.
Barrabool Hills Uniting Church Hall, Barrabool Hills Road, Barrabool.
October 21°' @ 8.00pm
Christmas get together
Christmas evening BBQ and launch of our rabbit recipe book.
Wednesday 16" December. More information to come.
February meeting.
Film night (limited numbers - bookings essential)
Ric and Sheila Walters
More information to come.
2016 Rabbit baiting
15", 18" and 22" January 2016.
Orders due by 1% February 2016.
See the order form with this newsletter.
Barwon River Walk
4 days in March/April 2016. More information to come.
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Sweet Bursaria - A story of intimacy, trust and
protection. Part 2

Stephen Murphy

Sweet Bursaria - A story of hope and resilience.
Part 2

There are many interesting stories that can be told
about Sweet Bursaria, Bursaria spinosa not the least
of which is about its longevity. My first introduction
to Sweet Bursaria was in a garden near the
Melbourne Herbarium some thirty years ago.
| asked the resident botanist if he could point out a
specimen that was reputedly a tree of note when
Captain James Cook reached Australian Shores. | was
expecting a very large tree and was surprised to
discover that it was only about the size of a mature
fruit tree, and still looking very healthy over 200
years after Cooks arrival. Since then | have seen
many ancient Bursaria trees on properties in the
Barrabool Hills and the Geelong region and as |
discovered with the Melbourne herbarium tree they
are small trees but still remarkably surviving in our
demanding rural landscapes.

One of their common names is 'Christmas Bush'
which hints at the Summer flowering cycle of the
species. Clusters of white flowers make a beautiful
display that any gardener would be proud of and of
course these honey scented flowers attract insects
of all shapes and sizes.

Ichneuman wasp, Sericompimpla australis

One insect of note is the brightly coloured parasitic
ichneumon wasp. These wasps pose no threat to
humans but are deadly to caterpillars feeding on
nearby gum and wattle trees. If violence and
horrible stories of death and destruction make you
squeamish then skip to the next paragraph because
the female ichneumon wasp uses the long ovipositor
at the end of its abdomen to inject eggs into
unsuspecting caterpillars. The eggs hatch and devour
the caterpillar while it is still living, finally pupating
and emerging from its shriveled host fully formed

and ready to fly off to the nearest Sweet Bursaria for
a feed of nectar.

Sweet Bursaria are tough plants, often growing in
dry environments. Locally they are a useful small
paddock tree providing shade without competing
with pasture or crops. If fenced off to reduce grazing
pressure, seeds will blow from the small brown
pouches (hence the name bursaria, from 'bursars'
the money managers of old who carried their money
in a pouch) and new plants germinate shortly after
the winter solstice and provide their many benefits
to the local environment.

Ancient Sweet Bursaria

Bursarias are quiet workers that definitely deserve
our support and we will benefit if we put in the
effort to ensure that they survive and prosper. Like
the ant, the butterfly and the wasp, we could enter
into a symbiotic partnership with them and do our
bit to help nurture Bursaria so that it survives into
the future and provides its many benefits to future
generations and the natural world that will support
them.

Sweet bursaria seed pouches
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Farm planning check list

October 2015

If you have a small hobby/lifestyle farm or run a
larger farming operation there are many issues to
consider at this time of year. Planning for the
months ahead can help prevent some problems
while ensuring those important jobs aren’t left to
the last minute or forgotten.

Livestock

6 in 1 vaccinations for lambs/calves at
marking and a second 4-6 weeks later, can
help prevent deaths in young lambs/calves.
Consider your options to prevent flystrike in
sheep this summer.

A clean and reliable water supply is essential
for livestock heading into the warmer
months. Make sure young lambs can reach
water in troughs, and can get out if they fall
in.

Consider worm testing livestock to monitor
infestations and prevent losses which can
build up quickly in the spring. 1% summer
drench should be done once feed has dried
off.

Assess the need for supplementary feed
requirements if the season finishes early.
Consider pregnancy testing cows so dry
cows can be sold before summer.

Plan for new ram and bull purchases for next
joining as many sales are in the spring.

All landholders running livestock are
required to have a property identification
Code (PIC). This can be obtained by
contacting the Department of Environment
and Primary Industries. You will also need to
ear tag sheep and cattle and obtain a
Vendor declaration book for selling
livestock.

Pastures

If making hay and silage, monitor paddocks
for pests and organise contractors if
required. It can often be better to purchase
hay requirements for small property owners.
Soil testing can help determine fertiliser
requirements. Spreading of fertiliser is more
practical over summer months.

Check paddocks for Serrated Tussock and
Chilean Needle Grass as they will begin
flowering soon. Spraying while flowering

with Flupropanate can be done with the
addition of a small amount of glyphosphate.
Note; this is to stop seed set, not kill the
plant. Check label for details.

Spray topping annual grass weeds at
flowering will reduce germination of these
weeds next season.

Preparation of paddocks to be resown next
year should be done this season to reduce
carry over weeds and pests.

Consider mapping weed infestations which
missed spraying this year and plan control
programs for autumn 2016.

Spray woody weeds such as Gorse,
Blackberries, Boxthorn, Horehound etc. in
the warmer months

Monitor rabbit numbers through the spring,
early control will prevent a build up in the
summer. Sign up for the Barrabool Hills
rabbit baiting program, held in February
2016. See the Order Form in this newsletter.
Talk to your neighbours about getting
involved as well.

Check new tree plantations, fix guards and
control weeds to improve survival over
summer.

The Barrabool Hills Landcare spray unit is
available for hire, contact Neville Trotter
0428811009

Time to start fire prevention work. Slashing,
spraying & grazing around buildings, check
pumps etc.

Service stock water systems and clean
troughs to prevent breakdowns over
summer.

Make time to talk to your neighbours, many
issues on farms are not confined by a
boundary fence. It is often the case that the
neighbour is not aware of a problem or
needs help to find a solution. Encourage
them to join the Landcare group where they
can meet other landholders and find
answers for many land management issues.
Consider attending a field day, workshop or
farm tour to improve your management
skills.

Jim Seager Agricultural Consultant

0409935700
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Barrabool Hills Executive Meeting - gt

September

The new executive group met at Geoff and Joan
Anson’s home to plan for the first half of the year,
notably the rabbit baiting program and Barwon River
Walk.

There was general agreement that the AGM was
very successful, the venue and wine and cheese
starters being a great formula to attract a wider
audience. It was agreed that we should consider
locking in a similar program next year!

There was considerable discussion about how to
build on our previous treasurer’s great work in
managing the baiting program. It was agreed that, to
expedite the data handling for the group generally,
we would move to a new finance package which
would enable us to maintain and manage debtors,
such as required in the ordering of the bait. Joan
Anson and Anthony Jones agreed to oversee this.

This program will also help us manage our
membership list.

It was also agreed that we would encourage direct
payment for the bait orders and set up a process for
this.

We have had a number of members express an
interest in helping to collate and produce a rabbit
recipe book. Sally Jones offered to coordinate this
and call a meeting to discuss the project.

Geelong Landcare Network have advised that they
will not be facilitating a Nasella field day process this
year, but we are hoping that the group can
participate in 2016. In light of the poor turnout to
recent “pasture walks”, Jim suggested we also
reschedule this to next year.

To aid in communication with and within the group,
we have set up a new dedicated email address,
which is barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com.
Correspondence to this address will currently
automatically reach Kaye, Joan and Anthony.

The group also discussed potential guest speakers
for the October and Christmas meeting, the latter
hopefully associated with the “launch of our recipe
book”.

Tony Woolford offered to contact Trevor Pescott to
see if he could give a presentation on Birds in the
Barrabool Hills. Ric Walters has again offered to host
a film night for the group in February.

A very productive meeting concluded with lots on
the agenda, but many contributors!

Some birds of the Hills. Come and learn more at
our meeting on 21° October.

e 1Nl

Easter Rosella (Felicity Spear)
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Barwon Park Rabbit Control Information Day

Brien and | attended a day at Barwon Park Mansion
— a very appropriate place to hold a rabbit control
Info Session, as Thomas Austin - the gentleman who
built Barwon Park was the first person to
successfully introduce rabbits to Australia. Rabbits
did arrive on the first fleet but they didn’t survive, so
Austin made sure when he introduced them they did
survive. He dug burrows for them and fed them
lettuce!!! He then developed a successful canned
rabbit meat business.

When we arrived at
Barwon Park we were
greeted by Thomas
and his wife. (Colin
Moffet and Shirley
Power in period
costumes). The day
consisted of two
valuable information
sessions and a
delightful lunch which
consisted of rabbit
pie. Also we were
given a tour of the
historic mansion.

Barwon Park main staircase.

Dr Tarnya Cox —Project Coordinator Invasive Animals
Cooperative Research Centre — NSW Dept. Primary
Industries gave wus a presentation on the
development of a new strain of Calici Virus K5 which
will soon be released. (Watch Tanya Cox’s
presentation on youtube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBqdMMNkYV
4&feature=youtu.be )

Some history

1859 Austin introduced 24 rabbits - by 1930’s there
were estimated to be 10,000,000,000 rabbits in
Australia.

Rabbits are sexually active @ 3-4 months.

Gestation period is 32 days.

They have 2 to 12 per litter.

Females can mate within hours of giving birth.

So 2 rabbits can become up to 184 rabbits in 18
months.

Introduction into Australia of Myxomatosis and
CaliciVirus have cut the numbers but to successfully
control rabbits we must follow up with:

Baiting

Removing burrows

Fumigation

Shooting.

K5 is at present being approved for release, possibly
in late 2016. It is anticipated that it will probably
knock the rabbit numbers by ~25% as some rabbits
will be immune to this new strain. Dr Cox was asking
for interested people to take part in this release
program. Each release location will need to do rabbit
counts prior and after the release and to collect
dead rabbits and post their bodies or their livers off
for scientific examination.

Myxo Rabbit — pussy eyes

The afternoon session was presented by John
Matthews- Statewide Specialist Established Invasive
Animals, Dept Economic Development, Jobs and
Resources.

CaliciVirus Rabbit — looks healthy but dead

He gave us the recipe for successfully managing
rabbit numbers.
1. must bait when the feed is low
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2. then must follow up with removal of harbour

3. then ripping the burrows

Research shows that if you deviate from this recipe
the efficiency of the rabbit management program is
reduced.

Thanks to the Surf Coast Shire for organising,
financing and conducting this informative and very
well organised day.

Barwon Park dining room.

Judy Cohn

Be Rabbit ready!

It is once again time to order your bait for the
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group’s annual Pindone
baiting program. The order form is with this
newsletter.

Please note that this year we are offering a direct
credit facility for payment of your order, but we will
not be able to process this unless you include a
reference as specified on the form and also send in
your order form!

As you are aware, rabbit control is a lot more than
just spreading bait in February, and we all need to
maintain our vigilance to destroy warrens and
remove any rabbit harbour throughout the year, to
keep the rabbit population under control. For this
reason we are also planning to invite the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia (Vic) Field Hunters
Club, to talk to our group about their free “Feral
Animal Control Program”.

In contrast, but closely related, a small working
group, led by Sally Jones, has been established to get

our Rabbit Recipe Book up and running. They have
held their first meeting, but | am sure they would
like more help to produce our 21% Birthday
publication, to commemorate the significant role
that this feral devil has played in the Barrabool Hills
agricultural history.

Please contact Sally on sally@bjc.id.au if you would
like to be part of this fun process.

Annual General Meeting, 19" August.

WINE, CHEESE WALK AND TALK!

On another one of those crisp autumn evenings over
40 members and guests attended the Annual
General Meeting of the group and a presentation
from the initiators of the “Great Barwon Walk”
coming to our region in 2016.

Once again the venue was the Gnarwarre Tennis
Pavilion and thank you once more to the Gnarwarre
CFA for allowing us to use your refurbished meeting
rooms.

Denis Richards organised a great selection of wine to
taste prior to the meeting, with amazing cheese
platters prepared by Sally Jones. Thank you to you
both.

Jennifer Morrow, the “founding mother” of “The
Great Barwon Walk, from Source to Sea” and Mandy
Baker, the facilitator of Upper Barwon Network,
then gave an inspiring presentation about the
motivation for “the walk” and also a brief glimpse at
what participants had experienced during the first
two stages of their expedition.

Many of the Barrabool Hills crew were ready to don
their walking boots then and there, but we will all
have to wait for March/April next year when Stage
Three of “the walk” wends its way from Inverleigh to
Fyansford. The first planning meeting has already
been held and the Barrabool Hills Group have been
successful in obtaining a Corangamite Landcare
Grant for over $4000 to help cover some of the
costs of managing the event next year.

Anyone interested in helping with the logistics or
participating in all or some of the 3 day event, please
contact Kaye. (barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com)

The AGM of the group was then held with elections
conducted by the President of the Geelong Landcare
Network, Maxine Campbell, who in her introduction,
congratulated the group on its successful and
energetic programs.
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The following Office Bearers were elected.
President: Kaye Rodden

Vice-President : Jim Seager

Secretary: Joan Anson

Treasurer: Anthony Jones

Committee: Sally Jones, Denis Richards, Geoff Anson
(newsletter editor), Judy Cohn, Christa Jones, lan
Kelly, Neville Trotter (equipment coordinator)

Kaye Rodden thanked the retiring Treasurer, Gayle
Cameron, for her hard work over the last 3 years,
especially in managing the rabbit baiting program,
and Judy Trotter for support as minute secretary.

The minutes of the AGM are available on the
Barrabool Hills website.

Siteworks Excavation and Drainage

Siteworks, Excavation & Drainage is located west
of Geelong and services all areas throughout
Victoria. We have over a decade of experience in
both earthmoving and civil construction. We pride
ourselves in offering exceptional customer
services and offer:

* Site works services for residential,
commercial, industrial and agricultural

* Developments

* Excavation and bulk earthworks

* Heavy haulage

* Plant hire

Contact:

Aaron Peel on 0429661404, or
aaron@site-works.com.au
www.site-works.com.au

Diary of budding agroforesters — Management.

Geoff and Joan Anson

Now that the major planting work is over we have
moved back to the other spring jobs on the farm.
However, the new planting cannot be left
unattended and some follow up management is
essential to ensure that the trees have their best
chance of surviving over the dry months.

Our biggest challenges so far have been sheep
getting in through what we thought were sound
fences. Having had no grazing and only a weed
spray, the grass in the tree paddocks is particularly
lush and attractive to both our and our neighbours
sheep. Fortunately at present they are eating the
grass rather than the trees but they are breaking the
paper tree guards and will start on the fresh trees
once the grass dries off. Fencing repairs is the top
priority.

White snails are breeding up, so some baiting for
these may be necessary. They are not a problem
once the trees have some size but can damage the
young plants.

Some stakes were not pushed in properly so after
windy days we are chasing guards down the hill and
are going around restaking. The last job is to decide
whether or not to respray some areas where the
roundup/simazine has not been totally effective.

As it will take years for ground litter to develop for
smaller animals we will move some old logs from
other paddocks to hopefully create some attractive
homes for lizards and other creatures.

e .

4,000 tubes heading back to the nursery ready for next
years trees.
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Rare and endangered plants

If you think that you may have remnant vegetation
let us know. (barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com)

We are keen to hear from anyone who knows of tree
and shrub remnants in the Barrabool Hills so they
can be recorded. If the landholder is interested,
funding can be sourced to protect them and help
them regenerate. Opportunities also exist for
bringing in other genetic material from around this
area to raise the chance of the old plants producing
viable seed.

Subscriptions.

For those families who have not paid this year's
BHLG sub (due 1 July) we need you to hop to it and
support your local Landcare Group.

We are one of the most active Groups in the
Geelong region, run by a highly motivated, very
competent and dedicated executive. Managing the
rabbit baiting campaign, negotiating Government
grants on behalf of members, maintaining our
sprayer and other equipment, communicating with
members all costs money. We depend on your
support.

All members of BHLG are entitled to:

*  aBHLG gate sign

* abrochure outlining the Group's achievements

o mentoring / assistance with weed control and
revegetation

*  Newsletters and Emails

*  Access to Government funding for landcare

* Involvement in Group activities and projects eg.
gorse  spraying, carbon  pastures and
biodiversity and tree seedlings.

e Access to Group tree planting and spraying
equipment

Annual membership costs just $15 per family. Pay by
cheque or direct credit for 1, 2 or 3 years. Support us
so that we can keep offering the best for the

Barrabool Hills community.
PAYMENT OPTIONS:
By Cheque:

Please make cheques payable to: Barrabool Hills
Landcare Group, and post with this form to:

BHLG Treasurer, 33 Ballanclea Road , Barrabool Vic.
3221

By Direct Deposit:

Bank Account details: Barrabool Hills Landcare
Group,

National Australia Bank
BSB: 083 537
Account Number: 650 230 924

Please include your surname and initials as a
reference & email your renewal or new application
to: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

President Kaye Rodden 52651241
nidgee@reachnet.com.au

Vice President  Jim Seager 0409 935 700

ejimseager@bigpond.com

Secretary Joan Anson 0407305966
joan.e.anson@gmail.com

Treasurer Anthony Jones 5249 6912
anthony@bigpond.com

Newsletter Geoff Anson 0418324632
geoffanson@mac.com

Equipment Neville Trotter 0428811009

Web: http://corangamite.landcarevic.net.au/barrabool-hills
email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Send articles and photos to geoffanson@mac.com.

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space
allowing). Adds are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space after all articles

are included.

The newsletter is printed through the generosity of Andrew Katos, State Member for South Barwon and is
distributed through the efforts of the Leigh family.




KEEP THIS
NOTE FOR
REFERENCE

Rabbit Baiting 2016
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Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

BAITING DATES FOR 201615,
18th and 224 February 2016

Orders are now being taken for the Barrabool Hills Landcare
Groups' annual rabbit baiting program. This successful program,
now in its 10th year, is organized by volunteers for the community.
Pindone-baited carrots are provided to you atf cost.

Pindone is a cumulative poison. To be effective, rabbits need to
ingest the baited carrots on three separate occasions
over a one week period.

ORDERING AND PAYMENT

Estimate how much bait you will need for each of the three
baiting days and fill in the order below. The minimum quantity
that can be ordered is 4 bag (approx. 5kg). The cost this year
(incl GST) is:-

Ve bag @ $21.00 for 3 baiting days = TOTAL $ 63.00
Y2 bag @ $36.00 for 3 baiting days = TOTAL $ 108.00
1 bag @ $66.00 for 3 baiting days = TOTAL $ 198.00
Calculate the TOTAL cost for your entire order
COLLECTION DEPOTS

Your entire order will comprise three separate allocations. These
will be available for collection on the above dates from only one
of two depots.

Orders will be taken until 1st February 2016 and are fo be sent to

The Treasurer, Barrabool Hills Landcare Group, either by
mail to:

33 Ballanclea Rd, Barrabool 3221

or electronically to:

Payment can be made by cheque with your order or by direct
credit to: Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

National Australia Bank BSB: 083 537

Account No: 650 230 924

Please ensure your order contains a reference which is the initial
of your Christian name and up fo the first 6 lefters of your
surname, OTHERWISE YOUR ORDER WILL NOT BE REGISTERED.

1 - 232 Hendy Main Road, Mt Moriac ph. 0407568292

2 - 25 Kingsbury Lane Waurn Ponds ph. 52418003

Please specify on your order form from which depot you will be
collecting your baited carrot. Orders need to be collected
from the depot between 4pm and épm on the specified
dates.

PAYMENT S .....coovvrinnniiiinnes EFT

Cheque D

A Tax Invoice will be provided on the first collection day.

It is the legal obligation of landholders to control rabbits on their
property. One pair of rabbits can produce 180 offspring in 18
months and 12 rabbits eat as much as one sheep! Baiting,
warren destruction and removal of areas where rabbits can hide
are recognized as being essential components of an integrated
rabbit confrol program

HOTLINE
For more information contact

Kaye (52651241) or Jim (0409935700

(Cash is unable to be accepted)

COLLECTION DEPOT .........cccvvvnnenn. Waurn Ponds | or Mt. Moriac D ( please tick which depot you will be collecting from)




