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What should Barrabool Hills Landcare Group focus on over the coming years?

Come and contribute to our planning meeting on Wednesday 15™ October 2014 8.00 pm

Venue - Barrabool Uniting Church, bring a plate for supper.

The Barrabool Hills Landcare group is a community group run by our community. If you want us to remain
relevant we need your input on how best to meet your needs and to grow in strength. This will be an opportunity
for our members and others in the community to have their say about priorities and activities of the group over
the next few years.

“What would you like to see the Barrabool Hills Group doing in the future?”
“What should our priorities be?”

“What would you like to see us doing more of?”

“What would you like to see us doing less of?”

“What types of information would best help you?”

...... or anything else!l!l!

The session will be assisted by the Chair of the Geelong Landcare Network, James Pettit, and the coordinator,
Elissa Ashton-Smith.

If you can not make it to the meeting and wish to contribute your ideas please contact Kaye Rodden with your
feedback before the night on 52651241, or nidgee@reachnet.com.au.

Contributions to the newsletter are welcomed. Send articles and photos to geoffanson@mac.com.

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space

allowing). Adds are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space.

The newsletter is printed through the generosity of Andrew Katos, State Member for South Barwon and is
distributed through the efforts of the Leigh family
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Diary dates

Sun 12 Oct. Biodiversity Bus Tour. 8am to 12.15pm.
Inverleigh. Run by Geelong Landcare
Network. RSVP 3 October so ring immediately if
you are interested.

Wed 15" October. Planning evening for members.
8.00pm. Barrabool Uniting Church hall. Run by
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group.

Fri, 17 Oct. Cypress Decline Workshop. 10am to
4pm. Balintore (North side of Lake Colac). Run by
Otway Agroforestry Network.

Sat. 25" October. Pasture inspection. 3-5pm Mt
Moriac. Run by Barrabool Hills Landcare Group.

Wed 29" October Pasture inspection. 4.30-6.30pm.
Murgheboluc, Run by Barrabool Hills Landcare
Group.

Wed Dec. Barrabool Hills Landcare Christmas BBQ.
Sally and Anthony Jones. 33 Ballanclea Rd,
Barrabool. Relax with friends and celebrate the
wonderful 2014 we have had. More information will
be in the next newsletter.

16", 19" and 23™ February 2015. Rabbit baiting
program. Yellow baiting order forms are included
with the newsletter.

Planting on Rockpool west of Inverleigh as part of
the Landcare Networks’s biodiversity project.

October 2014

Geelong Landcare Network invites you
to join us on a bus tour to see some of
the inspiring landcare projects that local
landowners have been doing.

¥\ Landscape restoration project at Shelburn Farm, Shelford

Biodiversity bus tour

Sunday 12th October 8.00am - 12.15 pm

Meeting spot: outside Inverleigh Hotel, 1 High St,
Inverleigh

Morning tea provided
Cost: Free

RSVP essential — contact Elissa by 3rd October on
0438 525 502 or geelonglandcarenetwork@gmail.com

Management Authority Sue l

Hickey Memorial Fund and o

the Australian Government.  Australian Government CORANGAMITE CMA

Biodiversity tour.

Guest speaker Mandy Coulson will guide the group
through some of the sites that have been part of the
Landcare Network’s Biodiversity Project. The
program aims to link up patches of native vegetation
across the landscape, providing habitat corridors for
wildlife and enhancing the health of our waterways
and farmland. We will be visiting a variety of
properties and hearing first hand from local
landowners about their experiences.

This project is partially
funded through the
Corangamite Catchment

*

This bus trip is a great opportunity to celebrate the
completion of the Geelong Landcare Network’s
major project funded by the federal government in
2012.

There are over 40 individual sites involved, which
included the protection and enhancement of over
270ha of depleted native vegetation, the
planting 168,000 trees, shrubs and understorey
species and sowing 100km of indigenous tree
seed.

The bus trip will give members of the landcare
community just a snapshot of some of these
projects.



Barrabool Hills  Landcare
Group — availability of small
grants.

The Barrabool Hills Landcare
community has been rewarded
for growing our own local
provenance trees and shrubs at
the Geelong Community nursery,
with $2000 renumeration, as
part of the recent Geelong
Landcare Network “Gullies and
Escarpments” project. These
funds have been set aside in a
special account to enable the
group to directly support our
members who are undertaking “small landcare
projects”. The funds will be supplemented from our
general account when it is financially viable for the
group to do so.

The maximum amount available per project is $500
and we will allocate up to 2 projects in the first
financial year. To be eligible the applicant must be a
current financial member of the Barrabool Hills
Landcare Group and contribute 50% or more
financially to the proposed project.

Initially the committee has decided only
“revegetation” projects will be considered for
support. Sites must be at least 6 rows wide (approx.
20 m) and where possible be seen to build on links
with existing native vegetation. Planting should be
with indigenous and where possible local
provenance trees, shrubs and grasses and include
upper and lower storey species. Landholders are
expected to commit to managing stock access and
pest plant and animal control (weeds and rabbits).
Projects are to be completed within 12 months.

All applications for the Barrabool Hills Landcare
Small Grant should be sent to
nidgee@reachnet.com.au

Putting the Barrabool Hills Landcare Spray unit to
good use, spraying serrated tussock in
Murgheboluc.

Committee meeting

The BHLC committee met on the 22™ September.
Among the issues discussed were:

- development of a welcome and information
package for new members

- development of a member skills data base and
encouragement of members to contribute their
skills to specific and short term activities in
support of BHLG

- development of criteria for the small grants
program

- development of best practice notes on
significant local weeds

- rubbish dumping and the general state of the
Barwon River Bridge park on Merrawarp Road
that the group planted out several years ago

Landcare equipment available

The Group has a range of equipment available for
use by members.

e 400 L Trailer-mounted Sprayer with 50m hand
spray line and 4m boom.

e 2 Kidney Tree Buckets

® 2 Potti Puki Tree Planters plus 2 Georges Tree
Planters

¢ 60 L Spray Tank and Pump designed to fit most
quad bikes

o Rabbit burrow Smoker/Fumigator

For further info ring Neville Trotter 0428 811 009.



m AR R AB O OL ML LS

LANDCA

Comtoct v orrabooihilidondcare@hotmailcom

National Landcare Conference — Melbourne
September 2014

| was lucky to receive a $500 grant from the CCMA
and Landcare Australia Limited to support my
attendance at the National Landcare Conference,
held recently in Melbourne.

The venue was the luxurious Crown Conference
Centre, with the Gala Awards Dinner being held at
the Royal Exhibition Buildings. There must have
been close to 800 at the dinner, the key note
speaker being Minister Ryan Smith, who announced
the continuation of the state’s support for landcare
facilitators from 2015 onwards, which is welcome
news.

There were probably over 600 landcarers, and
bureaucrats, young and not so young, from across
the nation attending the conference proper. |
personally really enjoy the informal network
opportunities that an event like this offers. It is one
thing to be promoting the use of twitter, facebook
and web pages to spread the landcare message but
really it is the face-to-face discussions that seem to
build relationships more than any thing else.

| was hoping for more emphasis in the presentations
on the “new landcare”, a way to build the landcare
ethos into everyones’ way of life, through education,
health messages, clean green food, air and water
etc. Although touched on, unfortunately this seems
to be still some way off. Nevertheless the launch of a
new “crowd funding” initiative by an innovative
group of landcarers from NSW, the National
Landcare Network and Australian Landcare
International, has the potential to attract investment
into landcare projects directly from the broader
community, rather than depending on the whim of
the political agendal!

The POZIBLE crowdfunding site was launched at the
conference with 15 projects from Australia and 10
from overseas. Check out
www.pozible.com/landcare for more information.

Many of the key note speeches are now on the
Landcare Australia Limited website, if you would like
to hear them in full.

www.landcareonline.com.au

Kaye Rodden

The how, why, where & what to do about it Workshop!
10am - 4pm Friday 17th October | 250 Langs-James Road, Balintore

Cypress decline in western Victoria is a huge issue. Hundreds of shelter belts/windbreaks across the
region are dying or dead, leaving large tracts of land and livestock vulnerable to the weather.
This workshop looks at why and how it occurs; can anything be done; and where to from here?

o Disease overview & management options: nutrient requirements for healthy Cypress; remedial action f disease is not well
established; other diseases Cypress are vulnerable to; disposal of dead trees. David Smith, DEPI Entomologist and Forest Pathologist.
o Practical uses for dead Cypress Sawn timber - milling demonstration.
Bio Char & electricity production - Dr Adrian Morphett, Earth Systems.

* Solutions for and Otway -
Network team (OAN) look at the optimal benefits that integrating <5 / ?
multipurpose trees into farming systems (ie shade, shelter, land-class e
subdivision; wind and water erosion control; nutrient cycling; integrated
pest management amongst others) can provide as an appropriate
replacement for Cypress trees. Plus shelterbelts can also give ecomomic
diversity - seed, cut flowers, native food plants, Log-grown Shiitake
mushrooms, timber, honey and biodiversity.

 Q&A: A panel including DEPI, OAN, Colac Otway Shire, CCMA, CFA and
local farmers field your questions and discuss the issues about cypress - e
removal, potential uses . . - =

The workshop is on the property of Doug & Cheryl Lang, for more informeion conloct:
Mike Edwards ~ m: 0428 595 085 e: mike.ecwards@oan.org.au | or David Curry ~ m: 0439 800 305 e: david.curry @oan.org.au
RSVP - Lunch and refreshments are provided. Confact Marianne Stewart ~ e: morianne.slewari@oan.org.ou. m: 0407 332 889

e (€
S
CORANGAMITE CMA %aCCF‘?WF Colac Otway

Our Overseas Landcare Projects Announced

You may remember our excitement at the 20"
Anniversary Celebration dinner in May when we
raised $2100 for the Overseas Landcare Fund from
our “Dinner Auction”.
After discussions with the administrators of the
fund, Australian Landcare International(ALIl), we
have just finalised the four overseas projects that
our “Auction Funds” will support.

Two are projects from Jo Dean, a friend of Mick
Shawcross, our immediate past president. Jo is
based as an Australian Volunteer on the island of
Tavenui, well known for its terrific National Park and
birds. It is a small island with a series of local village
communities. Jo is working as a coordinator of a
number of village groups.



The projects we are funding, valued
at $500 each, are both part of a
general push to improve food
security and protect the
environment. One deals with native
tree growing and training. The other
with setting up a nursery facility to
grow seedlings for food and native
plants.

The third $500 project is in Tonga,
entitled  “Child Centered Climate
Change Adaptation Program”

Based in a Government Primary
School of Popua. The children are growing a
vegetable garden, fruit trees, medicinal trees and
also traditional fragrant trees on the school ground
so children can experience for themselves the
usefulness of these plants and also how to care and
grow it so they can practice at home and also to
change their mindset at a very young age.

The school is not fenced properly and the animals
are free to roam and destroy all the hardwork of the
children therefore this proposal is for the fencing of
the Popua primary school to ensure safety of their
work and also to achieve the goals the children are
working towards.

The final $600 is being combined with other funds
to support The Kabale Agroforestry Network and
one of its member community groups, Green
Environment Program in Uganda to establish and
consolidate:

* A mentoring program designed to assist
farmers integrate trees into existing farming
systems — ($200)

* Aschools tree planting and management
program with 5 primary schools — ($200)

*  Avrainforest protection and rehabilitation
project — ($600)

All four projects are overseen by individuals known
to ALl, so there will be some scrutiny of the
expenditure. Although $500 seems a small amount
of money to Australians, in all three countries this
can be equivalent to more than a year’s wage, and is
seen as a very worthwhile contribution. Will keep
you all informed of the progress of all four programs
when news comes to hand.

Junior Landcare students at Popua primary
school.

President

Kaye Rodden 52651241 nidgee@reachnet.com.au
Vice President

0409 935 700
ejimseager@bigpond.com

Jim Seager

Secretary
03 5265 6181
jtrotter02@gmail.com

Judy Trotter

Treasurer

Gayle Cameron 0417524802 annettegayle@hotmail.com
Newsletter

0418324632

geoffanson@mac.com

Geoff Anson

Equipment
Neville Trotter 0428811009

web-address: http://corangamite.landcarevic.net.au/barrabool-hills




Annual General Meeting

It was a packed house at the Gnarwarre Tennis
Pavilion for the groups AGM and presentation by the
CEO of G21 Region Alliance, Elaine Carbines.

Over 40 members and friends were greeted by a
selection of local wines and cheese platters, which
set the scene for lively discussion during the
evening. Ms Carbines discussed the development of
the G21 Regional Growth Plan, a document now
ratified by the State Government Planning Minister.
The document identifies the need to target existing
infill sites and higher density opportunities within
existing urban areas to maximise the use of current
infrastructure. It specifies “ settlement breaks”
between urban areas, one of which is the Barrabool
Hills, “to protect National Trust classified landscape
of cultural heritage significance”. Ms Carbines
generously answered questions for close to 30
minutes

The “Growth Plan” is available on the G21 website.

The AGM of the group followed the presentation. A
copy of the minutes is on our website.

All office bearers from 2013/14 were re-elected for
a further term, with the addition of Sally and
Anthony Jones and Joan and Geoff Anson to the
Executive Committee.

The serrated tussock message is about

integrated weed management and sustainable
land management'.

The Victorian Serrated Tussock Working Party
(VSTWP) is strengthening its serrated tussock
extension program in the Corangamite region. Over
the last three years over 400 properties in the
Wingeel, Barunah Plains, Winchelsea, Buckley and
Modewarre areas joined the ‘'community led
approach'. The community led approach was
developed by the VSTWP in 1995 to create a
cooperative model of governance between
community, government and other key stakeholders
(including private landholders) to deal with the
threat of serrated tussock.

The 'community led approach' is designed to be
community driven and one that achieves a shared
understanding of responsibility and resources to
achieve control and management of serrated
tussock. To date, this model has proved to be a huge
success in the Wingeel, Barunah Plains, Winchelsea,
Buckley and Modewarre areas and now expanding

to the Moriac, Mt Moriac and Gnarwarre areas,
including 458 properties.

The VSTWP have been undertaking community led
extension projects in the Corangamite catchment
since 2010, strategically selecting areas to help
reduce the westerly spread of serrated tussock into
areas with few or currently no infestations, while
also aligning with State government programs.

For continued success the VSTWP aims to partner
with various stakeholders including landholders and
local community groups, including the Geelong
Landcare Network, Surf Coast and Inland Plains
Network, Surf Coast Shire, Corangamite Catchment
Management Authority and Department of
Environment and Primary Industries to inform,
collaborate and ensure a co-ordinated approach is
achieved.

The program is offering all landholders in the project
area (see maps over page) a free property visit and
aerial property map containing any found serrated
tussock infestations. As part of the extension role
landholders will be provided;

¢ Landholder Information package detailing serrated
tussock identification, control and management
options

® Opportunity to attend serrated tussock
information sessions

® Technical advice on serrated tussock control and
management for each situation

* On-going extension support

Scattered serrated tussock infestations have been
found in this area and if left untreated, will rapidly
reduce biodiversity in native grasslands and
seriously reduce agricultural capacity. Regarded as a
Weed of National Significance serrated tussock
causes greater reductions in agricultural carrying
capacity than any other plant in Australia and its
presence in the landscape is a symptom of the land
management occurring.

This project will bring significant economic,
environmental and social benefits to the Moriac, Mt
Moriac and Gnarwarre community. For further
information, please contact Mandy Coulson,
Extension Officer, Victorian Serrated Tussock
Working  Party on 0488 526 123 or
nrmextension@exemail.com.au.
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In pursuit of native tree seed...

The Geelong Landcare Network is looking for seeds
from local plant species to help us with some
revegetation projects in the Barrabool Hills vicinity.
In particular, we're looking for Narrow Leaved
Peppermint Eucalyptus radiata s.. and Bellarine
Yellow  Gum  Eucalyptus  leucoxylon  subsp
bellarinensis. (Curiously, the natural range of the
Bellarine Yellow Gum extends to the Ceres area.)

If you think you may have these species, or if you
have remnant patches of vegetation on your land,
and if you'd be willing to share some of the seed
with the Landcare Network, we’d love to hear from
you. Please contact me (Elissa Ashton-Smith) on ph
5265 1684 or mob 0438 525 5o2 or email
geelonglandcarenetwork@gmail.com

Further info:

Bellarine Yellow Gum:
http://ccma.vic.gov.au/GLOBAL/uploaded/Speciesn
otes-Eucalyptusleucoxylon.pdf

Narrow Leaved Peppermint:
http://www.victoriannativeseed.com.au/?product=n
arrow-leaf-peppermint

Expressions of interest invited for river frontage
works

The Geelong Landcare Network and the
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority
are seeking Expressions of Interest from landholders
on the Barwon River, Native Hut Creek, the
Moorabool River, the Leigh River and the Waurn
Ponds Creek. Under the CCMA River Health
program, some assistance and funding incentives
are available to landholders who wish to fence off
and revegetate waterways and/or remove woody

weeds such as willows. Please get in touch with the
GLN Landcare Facilitator, Elissa Ashton-Smith, for
more information on ph 5265 1684 or mob 0438 525
502 or email geelonglandcarenetwork@gmail.com

ATO assists landcare network

A big thank-you to the green team at the Geelong
branch of the ATO who presented a very generous
donation to the Geelong Landcare Network.

Hayley Umbers (Green Team), Sarah Ferguson
(Green Team), James Pettit (GLN President) and
Elissa Ashton-Smith (GLN Landcare Facilitator) (see
below) with the cheque at the ATO offices in
Geelong, 28" August. This passionate group of
volunteers do an annual weekend of tree planting
with the Geelong Landcare Network (this year at
Stonehaven) as well as fund-raising to support local
environmental improvements.

Barwon Ridge Wines

Visit us at our cellar door and enjoy
our trophy winning Barrabool Hills
2013 Pinot Noir, Shiraz, Chardonnay
and Marsanne.

Ring Geoff on 0418324632 to visit or
follow us for information on cellar
door open days.

50 McMullans Road, Barrabool.

For more information and to follow
what is happening in the vineyard go
to www.barwonridge.com.au,
facebook or instagram.




Farm planning check list

August 2014

If you have a small hobby/lifestyle farm or run a
larger farming operation there are many issues to
consider at this time of year.

Planing for the months ahead can help prevent some
problems while ensuring those important jobs aren’t
left to the last minute or forgotten.

Livestock

- 6 in 1 vaccinations for lambs/calves at marking and
a second 4-6 weeks later, can help prevent deaths in
young lambs/calves.

- consider your options to prevent flystrike in sheep
this summer.

- A clean and reliable water supply is essential for
livestock heading into the warmer months. Make
sure young lambs can reach water in troughs.

- Consider worm testing livestock to monitor
infestations and prevent losses which can build up
quickly in the spring. 1% summer drench should be
done once feed has dried off.

- Assess the need for supplementary feed
requirements if the season finishes early.

- Consider pregnancy testing cows so dry cows can
be sold before summer.

- Plan for new Ram and Bull purchases for next
joining as many sales are in the spring.

- All landholders running livestock are required to
have a property identification Code (PIC). This can be
obtained by contacting the Department of
Environment and Primary Industries. You will also
need to eartag sheep and cattle and obtain a Vendor
declaration book for selling livestock.

Pastures

- If making hay and silage, monitor paddocks for
pests and organise contractors if required. It can
often be better to purchase hay requirements for
small property owners.

- Soil testing can help determine fertiliser
requirements. Spreading is more practical over
summer months.

- Check paddocks for Serrated Tussock and Chilean
Needle Grass as they will begin flowering soon.
Spraying while flowering with Flupropanate can be

done with the addition of a small amount of
glyphosphate.

Note; this is to stop seed set, not kill the plant.
Check label for details.

There are field days looking at control trials and
pasture management October 25" and 29", See
this newsletter for details.

- spray topping annual grass weeds at flowering will
reduce germination of these weeds next season.

- preparation of paddocks to be resown next year
should be done this season to reduce carry over
weeds and pests.

- Consider mapping weed infestations which missed
spraying this year and plan control programs for
autumn 2015.

- Spray woody weeds in the warmer months such as
Gorse, Blackberries, Boxthorn, Horehound etc. Using
a selective herbicide will reduce off target damage
to pastures which are needed to replace weeds.

General

- Monitor rabbit numbers through the spring, early
control will prevent a build up in the summer. Sign
up for the Barrabool Hills rabbit baiting program,
held in February 2015. Talk to your neighbours
about getting involved as well.

- Check new plantations, fix guards and control
weeds to improve survival over summer.

-The Barrabool Hills Landcare spray unit is available
for hire, contact Neville Trotter 0428811009

- Time to start fire prevention work. Slashing,
spraying & grazing around buildings, check pumps
etc.

- service stock water systems and clean troughs to
prevent breakdowns over summer.

- Make time to talk to your neighbours, many issues
on farms are not confined by a boundary fence. It is
often the case that the neighbour is not aware of a
problem or needs help to find a solution. Encourage
them to join the Landcare group where they can
meet other landholders and find answers for many
land management issues.

- Consider attending a field day, workshop or farm
tour to improve your management skills.

Jim Seager Agricultural Consultant

0409935700
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October Field Walks

Jim will lead field walks looking at Chilean
Needle Grass control trial sites, Perennial
Pastures  Program sites and Weed
identification

1) Saturday 25" October 3-5pm

meet at Harvey's, 232 Hendy Main Road, Mt
Moriac

2) Wednesday 29" October 4.30-6.30pm

meet at Cameron's, Hamilton Hwy,
Murgheboluc, (south side of hwy opposite
Brislane road)

For further information contact Jim Seager

0409935700

Robert's 17/9/14, 15Ha helicopter sprayed with
2L/Ha Flupropanate 14/7/14 (above)

Before and after. Robert's CNG trial site from November 2013, CNG seeding and September

2014 following spraying with 2L/Ha Flupropanate 14/7/14 by helicopter.

Cameron's 17/9/14, 14Ha boom sprayed
with 2L/Ha Flupropanate 8/7/14. Dead
CNG in back ground, recovering Phalaris
in foreground. (left)



