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Jim Seager’s pasture after the perennial pastures program (Send us your favourite

photo for future editions.)

Perennial Pastures Program

June 2013 saw the end of a 3 year
DPI funded Perennial Pastures
Program, an initiative aimed at
increasing the level of soil carbon
and reducing the levels of nutrients
lost through soil erosion.

Funding through this program was
taken up by several landholders/
managers in the Barrabool Hills
region of Victoria.

Paddocks suitable for the program
must have been previously cropped
or have pastures dominated by
annual species. Paddocks were all
soil tested prior to establishment
with recommendations
implemented to correct any soil
fertility deficiencies.

In 2011 the program started with 4
landholders funded to re-sow 40
hectares to perennial based
pastures.

Pasture species included; Winter
and summer active Tall Fescue plus
sub and white clovers and grazing
tolerant Lucerne.

In 2012, 7 landholders established
approx. 80 hectares, sowing

Phalaris, Cocksfoot plus sub & white
clover and grazing tolerant Lucerne.

In 2013, 5 landholders participated
in the program establishing pasture
mixes of Lucerne & Plantain,
Phalaris and Cocksfoot grasses with
sub & white clover plus grazing
tolerant Lucerne, across a wide
range of soil types.

Several pasture walks were
organised through this period to
discuss paddock preparation and
look at newly established pastures.

Many of these pastures have
established successfully despite
problems including annual weeds,
Red legged earth mites, and slugs.

It was clear through the success of
this program that establishing
perennial pastures is expensive and
requires significant planning,
paddock preparation and
monitoring to achieve good results.

Tackling these issues as a group has
been critical, providing support and
increasing the skill level of
landholders.
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The Barrabool Hills Landcare Group
will continue to facilitate the
ongoing monitoring, helping to
maintain these productive
perennial pastures into the future.
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Perennial Pastures Program

Burton’s gorse site 18months later
Kirk’s pre program

Kirks’ post program
Trotter’s new lucerne

Burton’s gorse pre program Harvey’s new pasture - 2012



A Letter from South Africa

Anthony and Sally Jones
Hi to all

Hard to know where to

start, mmm... well, we have now
been in Johannesburg for a little
over two months and in that time
there has not been one drop of rain,
NOT ONE DROP, so as you can
image it is dry, though in the the
city it is hard to tell, as people
water their gardens, but outside the
city the landscape is semi

desert. This is something that has
come to the fore for me, the
colours, the shapes and even the
light feels familiar, though of course
the species of trees and other
vegetation are different, but having
said that everywhere you look there
are gum trees.

The biggest adjustment for us is
how the social and political history
of South Africa affects the present
daily life of individuals, security is at
the heart of the daily routine, we
have three locks to open before we
can step outside, this leads us to a
walled and guarded secure
common area, when we drive out
of this area, a guard opens a gate
for us and when we come home we
wait until the guard allows us to
enter, the guard at this time is
mindful that we are not being tail-
gated. Much of the security issues
are due to two issues, firstly, a huge
gap between the wealthy and the
poor, the poor who are mostly
black and live in makeshift homes
made of bits of corrugated iron,
often there is no sewage or septic
available and if they want power
they steal it from the grid by
hooking into the power lines. This
is done, despite of the risk of
death. At almost every traffic light
there are beggars and or someone
trying to sell you something. The

second concern is the culture of
corruption within the police force,
we have heard and witnessed on a
day’s outing, a traffic police officer
taking a bribe. Added to this there
are daily reports in the newspaper
of corrupt politicians, this is deep
seated and with no one individual
or group in sight that is going to be
able to influence or alter this
leadership style. Having said all
this, the people in general are
extremely friendly and easy to get
on with and have a real “get on
with it” attitude.

This attitude has made Anthony's

job almost pleasurable, he has been
able to settle well and has achieved

much of what has been

required. The role has been similar
to Chile, in that WorleyParsons
purchased a another engineering
company and this has required a
process of amalgamating the two
companies, it has been a big job, as
there are approx. 2000 employees
in total in many offices spread
across South Africa. At this pointin
time he is a little unsure what the
future will look like for him in terms
of when we will be home, but at
this stage we will be back at
Ballanclea, at least for a short while
in late October as our nephew is
getting married.

When Anthony is not working, we
have done a little exploring and and
been to a few game reserves and
have seen the most AMAZING
wildlife, one morning while out on a
walk with a guide (who was armed)
we chanced upon a white rhino,
really special as we were very close,
actually a little too close.

Hope all is well in "The
Hills" looking forward to the next
meeting we can attend.

The Barrabool Hills in spring — Canola
in full bloom.

Kaye Rodden




ATO comes to give a helping

hand.

On the afternoon of the 13th and
morning of the 14th September the
“Green Team” from the ATO came
to help plant trees at Gordon and
Jillian Rough’s property.

This is the fifth year that this group
has given up some of their free time
to help landowners in the region.
On this occasion around 15
employees and their families, ably
supported by Mandy Coulson and
her daughter Lilly and our new
Geelong Landcare Network
Facilitator, Elissa, planted and
guarded around 1000 trees and
shrubs on a steep escarpment close
to the river. Most of these were
grown at the Barwon Water
Community Nursery from seed that
Jillian and Gordon have collected.

The weather
was perfect and
in fact quite dry,
so the new
plants actually
had to be
watered in.

Follow up rains
since means
that this new
bank of native
vegetation has
had a great start.

This project was partially funded by

a Corangamite Landcare Grant.

kel

HAY CONTRACTING

Cut, rake and bale

Rounds with Netwrap

Small Squares

Also Grass Slashing

Contact Kerry Deppeler 52491361 / 0407050226




Events and group news.

Next General Meeting of the
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

Wednesday 16" October, 8.00pm at the
Barrabool Hills Uniting Church hall. (note the
later start due to daylight saving)

Guest Speaker

Mandy Coulson, Project Officer and current
“Victorian and Corangamite Landcare Facilitator
of the year”.

Geelong Landcare Networks
Biodiversity Grant

Under its Biodiversity Project, the Geelong
Landcare Network currently can offer funding
and assistance with work that helps to restore
biodiversity across the landscape. This can be
small scale, large or anything in-between. The
project aims to build biodiversity across
Geelong’s rural landscapes. A program of works
for 2014 is currently being developed.

If you have any work that you’d like to achieve
on your property to enhance biodiversity, such
as revegetation, protection of remnant
vegetation or direct seeding.

Mandy will be explaining the program and
taking Expressions of Interest from members.
EOI forms will be available on the night and are
also available electronically from Kaye Rodden,
nidgee@reachnet.com.au.

Upcoming meetings for your diary

Wednesday 8" December - Christmas Break
up BBQ.

At Geoff and Joan Anson

50 McMullans Road, Barrabool, at 6.00.

“Wine growing in the Barrabool Hills - then and
now “ - Geoff will talk about the history of
winemaking in the Barrabool Hills from the
1850’s until today, and this will be followed by a
wine tasting and the BBQ.

If members have information /photos/
documents on winemaking in the hills that Geoff
could share in his talk please let him know (0418
324 632 or geoffanson@mac.com)

Get your newsletter faster and save
resources.

Most of us now have email access and so we
encourage members to change from paper
newsletters to email copies. Colour copies will
be emailed to all those who have provided an
email address. Provide or confirm your address
to Brent Rodden at nidgee@reachnet.com.au.

Rabbit baiting

Rabbit baiting will be undertaken in February
2014. An order form is attached to this
newsletter.

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
encouraged. Send articles and photos to geoffanson@mac.com.

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space allowing).
Adds are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space after all articles are included.

The newsletter is printed through the generosity of Andrew Katos, State Member for South Barwon and is
distributed through the efforts of the Leighs.
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Rabbit Baiting 2014

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

BAITING DATES FOR 2014

17", 20" and 24" February 2014

Orders are now being taken for the Barrabool Hills Landcare Groups’ annual
rabbit baiting program. This successful program, now in its 9" year, is
organized by volunteers for the community. Pindone-baited carrots are
provided to you at cost.

Pindone is a cumulative poison. To be effective, rabbits need to ingest the
baited carrots on three separate occasions over a one week period.

ORDERING AND PAYMENT

Estimate how much bait you will need for each of the three baiting days and
fill in the order below. The minimum quantity that can be ordered is % bag
(approx. 5kg). The cost this year (incl GST) is:-

% bag @ $15.50 for 3 baiting days = $ 46.50
% bag @ $31.00 for 3 baiting days = $ 93.00
1 bag @ $62.00 for 3 baiting days = $ 186.00
Calculate the TOTAL cost for your order.

Send the order with your cheque to :-

The Treasurer, Barrabool Hills Landcare Group
33 Balanclea Rd, Ceres 3222

Orders will be taken until 31* January 2014.
Tax Invoice will be provided on the first collection day.
COLLECTION DEPOTS

Your order will comprise three separate allocations. These will be available
for collection on the above dates from only one of two depots.

1 - 232 Hendy Main Road, Mt Moriac
ph. 0407568292 (NEW DEPOT THIS YEAR)

2 - 25 Kingsbury Land Waurn Ponds ph 52418003

Please specify on your order from which depot you will be collecting your
baited carrot. Orders need to be collected from the depot between 4pm and
6pm on the specified dates.

HOTLINE
For more information, contact
Kaye (52651241) or Jim (0409935700)

It is the legal obligation of landholders to control rabbits on their property.
One pair of rabbits can produce 180 offspring in 18 months and 12 rabbits eat
as much as one sheep! Baiting, warren destruction and removal of areas
where rabbits can hide are recognized as being essential components of an
integrated rabbit control program.

PINDONE CARROT ORDER FORM

NAME

POSTAL ADDRESS

EMAIL PHONE

ORDER per each baiting.....

PAYMENT ENCLOSED $

COLLECTION DEPOT ....ccovuvenrrnnnnns Waurn Ponds D or Mt Moriac

( please tick which depot you will be collecting from)




