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Mike Robinson-Koss’ informative presentation at our April meeting. barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
What’s On.

Saturday June 16th — Field Day Managing Pest Plants and Rabbits in the Barrabool Hills ( details inside)

Wednesday August 15th — AGM and our now traditional “Wine and Cheese” celebration. Guest Speaker Josh
Griffiths — Platypus Expert

Wednesday 17th October — Stephen Murphy discusses where our Barrabool Hills landscape came from.

December — Christmas break up BBQ, date and venue will come soon!

A beautiful sunset photo
taken by Lyn George of
Barraview




H JUNE 2018
BARRABOOL HILLS
LANDCARE

‘) BARRABOOL HILLS LANDCARE

jbool Hills

Landcare

Managing Pest Animals and Plants in the

Barrabool Hills and beyond.
FIELD DAY 16" June 10.30am - 3pm

125 McCormack’s Rd, Gnarwarre

“It's a wicked problem”
This is a not to be missed FREE event in the Barrabool Hills.

Come and hear about the best way to control rabbits, serrated tussock and gorse on your land and share your
stories with others about what has worked and not worked for you.

See demonstrations of warren fumigation, smoking (of rabbit warrens) and ripping.

Featuring presentations in the morning by eminent “rabbit management specialists” Tim Bloomfield and Brad
Spear and extension staff from the Victorian Gorse Task Force and Victorian Serrated Tussock Working Party.

Yummy homemade morning tea and lunch are provided.

To RSVP for catering and for further information please contact Christa Jones 0408342403 or
btjonesl@bigpond.com

April Meeting Summary

April’s regular BHLG meeting attracted over 30 members and guests, who were regally entertained by Deans
Marsh-based nurseryman Mike Robinson- Koss.

Mike dealt mainly with his specialty — the collection and propagation of native seeds. Using specimens of various
stages of development that were, or should be, growing in the Barrabool Hills, he soon had the inside of the hall
transformed into a native tree nursery. As well as offering lots of growing tips, Mike dealt with the impact of
climate change on species selection and changing the time of planting, using weed mats and mulch, and selecting
provenances from further North.

Mike’s list of native species that are in danger of being lost from
The Barrabool Hills made interesting reading:

Silver Banksia, Banksia marginata

Sweet bursaria, Bursaria spinosa

Prickly Currant Bush, Caprosma quadrifidia

Tree violet, Melicytus dentatus

For further info go to Mike’s website http://www.otwaygreening.com.au
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Sheoaks, the ‘luddites’ of the plant world.

The Drooping Sheoak, Allocasuarina verticillata, was
a dominant tree in the Barrabool Hills before
European settlement. Sometimes called ‘wind harps’
because of the mysterious sound wind makes
through their foliage, they also had an interesting
evolutionary journey.

NN

A male Allocasuarina verticilata (Drooping Sheok)

See the link below to ‘The vegetation of the
Barrabool Hills’ - Drooping Shoaks.
(https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog/cat
egory/barrabool-hills-vegetation).

Imagine a much younger Australia over 60 million
years ago in the Palaeocene epoch. At that time
Australia was much further south than it is now and
was just breaking away from Antarctica. The climate
was warmer and wetter in summer but the winters
were dark with short days because the continent
was so far south. Tropical and subtropical conditions
extended further south and further north than today
and most of the Australian continent was covered by
rainforest. For example the deserts of central
Australia were subtropical and dominated by 20
types of plants similar to the modern Banksia.

The days of the dinosaur in Australia had just come
to an end and the first feathered birds and
pollinating insects were beginning to appear. The
plants that come to depend on these insects and
birds for pollination were definitely on the increase
because they didn’t waste so much energy on
pollination. Instead they enticed and tricked insects

into doing the hard work for them. These cleverer
pollinator dependent plants were the primitive
banksias, eucalypts and other flowering plants, but
there were also casuarinas appearing in this
fledgling Australia.

Cones on a Drooping Sheok

Before this time plants had to rely on wind to blow
their pollen from male trees to female trees and this
is a very inefficient system. Plants of this time used
the ‘shot gun’ approach to pollination and produced
copious amounts of protein rich pollen that was
mostly wasted. Some of it was destined to reach the
tiny female flowers which would form into cones full
of seed for the next generation of conifers like the
Kauri Pine which dominated the forests of the time.
For many millions of years this was the only means
that plants had to reproduce.

Puzzlingly, one of the new kids on the block in the
Palaeocene, the casuarinas evolved to use this wind
pollinating system, a method that was fast becoming
old-fashioned, but it has worked for them. Over the
next 50 million years the wet climate sheoaks
adapted well to a drying Australia so that today they
are the dry climate specialists. The Drooping Sheoak,
Buloke, Belah and Desert Oak are medium sized
trees that grow in some the driest most exposed
climates found in Australia. The River Sheoak and
the Swamp Sheaok as their names suggest, continue
to be a feature of wet areas, growing along
waterways and swamps in the eastern states.

Stephen Murphy, Sustainable Biorich Landscapes
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BHLG Executive Committee — 14™ May.

The 10 members of the Executive meet every two
months to oversee the organisation of the group.
The meetings are a great way to catch up on what is
happening in the “Hills” over a meal.

At the most recent meeting, the following was
discussed:

e Update on current finances — Anthony Jones

e Introduction of an E-commerce facility to
our website to streamline rabbit bait orders
and member subscription payments —
Anthony Jones

e Management of group tree propagation in
the future — Heike and Mark Dunn and Jim
Seager

e Update on organisation of the field day in
June- Christa Jones, Judy Cohn and Jim
Seager

e Ramping up of the groups mapping project —
Geoff Anson

e Update on grant applications and decision to
apply for current round of the Victorian
Landcare Grants

e Planning for future meetings

e Roster for Bannockburn Market Stall

e The spread of “Blanket Weed”
(Galenea pubescens) and need to lobby for
its recognition as a significant weed (see

photo below)

Equipment for loan to members

The following equipment is owned by the Barrabool
Hills Landcare Group and is available for use by
members:

400 litre spray unit trailer mounted
2 Kidney tree buckets

1 Potti Putki Tree planters

2 Hamilton Tree planters

1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit
1 Rabbit Smoker

Members are requested to return all equipment to
Trevor promptly after use.

Contact Trevor Jones on 5265 6126.

'

A Southern Boobook (Ninox boobook) sheltering in a
shed in the Barrabool Hills (photo: Tim Harte)

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group Flora Guide

Flora of ‘The Hills’ — Second Edition

Last year our group, in conjunction with the Geelong
Landcare Network and the Gordon TAFE, launched
its new Flora Field Guide. With only a small print run
of 50, the first edition gave a snapshot of the
remnant native vegetation that the TAFE students
found during their survey of the Barrabool Hills .....
as part of their studies during 2017.

Since the launch, and to prepare for a larger print
run, we have been adding to and refining the
contents of the booklet. The Second Edition will
contain all the original content plus additional
information about the indigenous use of plants, the
geological history of the Barrabool Hills and some
great information about how to plant native trees,
shrubs and grasses to recreate a balanced
ecosystem.

The new edition will be available at the Rabbit
Management Field Day..... so don’t miss out.

Kaye Rodden
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Value & importance of large old trees

More large, hollow bearing trees in a landscape
means more native species. Hollow bearing paddock
trees are often the last remaining habitat in
agricultural landscapes. Looking after these trees
can help lower the risk of extinction for threatened
animals that depend on hollows to breed.

The value of old hollow bearing trees comes from
the many niches available for a multitude of species
to live. There are the obvious hollows, which provide
nesting places for birds and mammals such as
possums and sugar gliders as well as the bark which
can provide habitat for microbats and insects. The
value of paddock trees increase enormously with
age, scars, and other wounds from loss of limbs. For
many Australian Eucalypts the loss of part of a limb
will form a hollow. As the tree ages more hollows
will be created. Hollows support many of the species
we are most concerned about preserving. If time is
money, and it can take over a 100 years for a tree to
get to a size that has larger hollows, then these big
old trees are one of the most valuable assets
around. For these reasons large trees have special
protections under the Victorian Government Native
Vegetation Regulations.

Large old
red gum
trees —
(Photo:
Kaye
Rodden)

While some people find paddock trees an
annoyance, getting in the way of large agricultural
machinery and reducing efficiencies, no-one can
deny the majestic beauty of these large trees.
Looking after large old trees may even help farmers.

They can reduce demand for chemical pesticides by
fostering a healthy bat population which will, in turn,
eat many agricultural pests. They also provide
shelter from wind and extreme temperatures and
help to replenish nutrient levels in soils due to the
leaf litter and animal droppings breaking down.
These trees are often scattered through the
landscape and serve another  important
environmental purpose: they are the supply of seed
for the recruitment of the next generation of large,
old trees.

Old red gum trees and a rainbow (photo: Kaye
Rodden)

More large, hollow bearing trees in a landscape
means more native species. Hollow bearing paddock
trees are often the last remaining habitat in
agricultural landscapes. Looking after these trees
can help lower the risk of extinction for threatened
animals that depend on hollows to breed.

There are various rules around preventing the loss
and destruction of native large trees by burning,
clearing, lopping, trimming and/or other forms of
removal of native vegetation. If you undertake
activities that may destroy large trees such as
stubble burning, protections such as fire breaks
should be put in place. If for some reason you prefer
not to put these protections in place then it is best
to seek advice from your local council prior to
undertaking the activity.
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https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets
/pdf_file/0021/91146/Guidelines-for-the-removal,-
destruction-or-lopping-of-native-vegetation,-
2017.pdf

By Belinda Cant, Senior Biodiversity Officer DELWP
(reproduced from Upper Hopkins Land Management
Newsletter)

The Rise & Spread of the South African
Weed Orchid

The South African Weed Orchid, Disa bracteata, was
once described as a Leek Orchid on steroids. A once
fairly low impact weed that was only found in a few
distinct locations, it now continues to spread at a
very concerning rate across the Victorian Volcanic
Plain Bioregion. It is now found along roadsides,
private property and even hard to access areas of
remnant vegetation. With up to 2.5 million seeds
produced with each plant, it’s not surprising we are
seeing it spread further and further across the
landscape. The seed can be spread by wind, clothing,
shoes, machinery and animal fur. Avoid contact with
any seed heads later in the season to minimise the
seeds dispersing when disturbed.

Potential Distribution of African weed-orchid

Disa bracteata

Potential distribution of South African Weed Orchid

A perennial orchid, it grows to about 75cm tall,
flowering from late September to November with
seed dispersal to follow. It lays dormant for majority
of the year with 1-2 underground tubers that are
replaced annually. Some of our most high value
roadsides are under threat from this weed. It
produces millions of seeds from one plant which are
easily spread to nearby sites. The best method of
control is to manually dig out the plant and it’s
tubers. The plants should be sealed in a plastic bag
and left in the sun to kill the seed heads.

This is obviously very labour intensive and not
practical in many situations but if time permits it is
definitely the most effective control method. Spot
spraying with Glyphosate is also an option during the
rosette stage.

SA

South Africc;n Weed Orchid. Disa bracteata

For more information regarding this weed, you could
contact your local Catchment Management
Authority or Landcare Group.

Article Reproduced from Pains Facts Edition 22
Autumn 2018, photos from Agriculture Vic Website
http.//vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/
pages/pot_dist_african_weed_orchid

Introduction
Workshop

to Backyard Pig Farming

On May 5th, several Barrabool Hills/Stonehaven
residents attended a Surf Coast Inland Plains
Landcare Network event, at Freshwater Creek
Community Centre, aimed at providing an outline of
things to consider before embarking on small scale
free-range pig farming.

The workshop was presented by Fiona Chambers
who has farmed Wessex Saddleback pigs since 1990,
initially near Daylesford but more recently in the
Colac area and her practical approach to the pros
and cons of pig farming was entertaining and
enlightening. Her presentation highlighted the
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legislative requirements of pig farming and the
issues of land management, environmental
protection and the need for appropriate fencing,
housing and husbandry. She emphasized that, while
piglets are cute and small, they rapidly grow to the
size of a small pony with the strength to dismantle
most fences they encounter and a strong affinity for
a wide range of plants.

Biosecurity is a serious concern as pigs are
omnivores and the feeding of ‘swill’ (scraps from the
table/restaurants etc.) is prohibited.

The final activity for the day was a short tour of a
small holding where pigs were raised and many
people were surprised at the size and strength of
adult pigs. The tour gave everyone the opportunity
to view the effect that pigs have on the pasture and
the need to provide adequate grazing space if severe
erosion is to be avoided. Pigs require constant
access to a muddy area for wallowing (essential to
the maintenance of good health) and wallow areas
need to be rotated as they soon become churned up
by the pig activity. The overall message was plan and
learn BEFORE you buy!

Tim Harte

Fiona Chambers
demonstrating
how to move
pigs safely and
calmly using a
pig moving
board at the
workshop

Why is Biosecurity Such an Issue with

Pigs?

Australia is fortunate to be free of many of the
animal diseases that seriously impact other parts of
the world. Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) is a highly

contagious animal disease of cloven-hoofed animals
including pigs that would have severe consequences
were it to be introduced into Australia. Estimates
suggest that a small FMD outbreak, controlled in 3
months, could cost around SAUD 7.1 billion, while a
large 12 month outbreak would cost SAUD 16
billion.

FMD is a viral disease that spreads rapidly between
animals. Virus is excreted in breath, saliva, mucus,
milk and faeces. Animals can become infected
through inhalation, ingestion, direct contact and can
also be spread on wool, hair, grass or straw, by the
wind; or by mud or manure sticking to footwear,
clothing, livestock equipment or vehicle tyres.
Control is by humane destruction of all potentially in
contact animals within a large protective zone.

Pigs are regarded as ‘amplifying hosts’ because they
can excrete very large quantities of the virus in their
exhaled breath. They are also a common entry point
for the infection in FMD-free countries through the
illegal feeding of swill. In the UK, the 2001 outbreak
was traced back to the feeding of contaminated swill
(scraps of unused food from an airline catering firm)
that was fed to pigs. In Australia, it is illegal to feed
table scraps to pigs because of the risk of
contamination of the food with FMD-virus.

Kathy McQuillan, veterinarian

T mEm w e
P

A medium size pig seen at the workshop, still quite
big pig though
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President Kaye Rodden 52651241
nidgee@reachnet.com.au

Vice President  Jim Seager 0409 935 700
ejimseager@bigpond.com

Secretary Joan Anson 0407 305 966
joan.e.anson@gmail.com

Treasurer Anthony Jones 0419 894 098
anthony@bjc.id.au

Newsletter Tim Harte 0431 601 529
balletcadet@gmail.com

GIS mapping Geoff Anson 0418 324 632
geoffanson@mac.com

Equipment Trevor Jones 5265 6126
Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
Facebook: barraboolhillslandcare

Instagram: barraboolhillslandcaregroup

Web site: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

e L2

A large Wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila audax) in the
Barrabool Hills (photo: Tim Harte)

Ceres Historical Society Inc.

Invites you to
HIGH TEA
in the Ceres Temperance Hall
Sunday June 3*? at 2pm 2018
Adults $25, Children $15
The money goes to our next special project
the publication of @ 2019 Historical Ceres Calendar

and our continued quest for a Historical Centre
ard Tearooms

Features on the day include the rafile and

the historical display by local historian Dale Carroll

Featuring his research info World War 1

Bookings are exzential for catering purposes.

Enquiries to Elaine 0424 037 487 and Karen 0417 331 678

A lovely chance to support vour community,

talk with friends and enjoy a special afternoon tea.

We would love to zee you there.

Elaine, Kaven and the CHS committes

Kindly Printed and Supported by
ANDREW KATOS MP

Member for South Barwon

¢ 5243 5222 = andrew.katos@parliament.vic.gov.au

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Send articles and photos to Tim Harte (balletcadet@gmail.com).

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space
allowing). Ads. are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space

A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing the newsletter.
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