Farm planning check list

February 2014

Jim Seager

If  you have a small
hobby/lifestyle farm or run a
larger farming operation there
are many issues to consider at
this time of year.

Planing for the months ahead
can help prevent some
problems while ensuring those
important jobs aren’t left to the
last minute or forgotten.

Livestock

* Prevention and monitoring
for flystrike in sheep

* Weaning and drench spring
lambs to be kept.

e Sell fat/prime lambs

* Provide mineral & protein
supplements for livestock, eg
stock blocks, grain feeding or
hay & fodder crops.

* Prepare ewes and rams for
joining if spring lambing.

¢ Sell fattened cattle and cull
cows. Purchase replacement
steers as required.

* Drenching and vaccinating
cows with 5 in 1 prior to

calving and the autumn
break.

Monitor & clean troughs
regularly through summer
months.

Pastures

Preparations of paddocks for
re-sowing to new pastures in
2014

Spreading Fertilizer

Noxious weed control,
spraying summer weeds and
mapping of weed
infestations so you can
implement control programs
in autumn and next summer.
Grazing excess feed in
paddocks to prepare for
autumn break.

Plan any post autumn break
pasture spraying
requirements, eg broadleaf
and noxious weeds or Red
legged earth mite.

Check Gorse control areas
and treat as required to
prevent re-establishment.
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General

* Rabbit baiting 2014. Pick up
dates 17", 20™ and 24"
February.

* Organise any fencing, rabbit
warren ripping and tree
planting projects, contact
contractors, order trees etc

¢ Slashing long grass around
yards and buildings and
access tracks through
paddocks.

* C(Cleaning up excess grass
around buildings etc for fire
prevention.

* Carting rolls etc off hay
paddocks, consider feed
testing to check feed quality,
if looking to sell or planing
supplementary feeding
program.

* Check new tree plantings
from 2013. Fix guards and
count any replacements
required for 2014.

* Tree seedling propagation at
Barwon  Water  Nursery,
contact Jim on 0409935700.

Jim Seager Agricultural
Consultant 0409935700
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Wedge Tailed eagle watching its
nest. Barwon River.

Geoff Anson

Supporting on farm trials to

control Chilean Needle Grass
in grazing systems.

A new project will be funded
through the Corangamite
Catchment Management
Authority in partnership with
the Geelong Landcare Network,
to facilitate the establishment of
4 trial sites in the Ceres,
Murgheboluc and Stonehaven
areas, investigating a range of
control methodology for Chilean
Needle Grass (CNG)

CNG is a weed of national
significance and can have a
serious impact on native
pastures, agricultural
productivity and animal health.

Identification of CNG is often
difficult when not seeding, so it
is critical to clearly identify and
map infestations prior to
control.

The trials will evaluate a range
of control techniques including
seed set prevention, selective
spraying, and replacement with
improved perennial pasture
species.

The aim of the project is to
demonstrate a range of
practical localised management
techniques for farmers to use.

The project will run for 2 years
and include field days and
ongoing trial monitoring and
evaluation information.

For further information contact
Jim Seager 0409935700.

Christmas Break up — an
evening not to be missed.

Over 30 members of the
landcare group enjoyed Geoff
and Joan Anson’s hospitality at
their Barrabool Hills vineyard on
18" December for the Christmas
Meeting and BBQ.

With superb framed views over
Geelong, a perfect evening
weatherwise and plenty of the
vineyard’s product to taste,
everyone relaxed and
celebrated a very productive
year for the Barrabool Hills
Landcare community.

Geoff also gave a fascinating
presentation about the history
of wine growing in the region,
including photos of some of the
original blue stone cellars and
artefacts, that have survived
since the first wines were
brought to the colony and
planted near “Pollocks Ford “ in
the 1840’s. Interestingly it was
wines that were grown in the
Barrabool Hills that graced the
tables at the opening of the
Victorian Parliament.

Thank you Geoff and Joan, a
most enjoyable evening.



Vineyards of the Barrabool
Hills 1841 to 2013.

Summary of talk given at the
Barrabool Hills Landcare Christmas
BBQ.

Geoff Anson.

The Barrabool Hills has a long
and complex history of grape
growing. The industry started in
1841 with the planting of a
vineyard by Fredrick Brequet
and David Pettavel at Pollocks
Ford. It grew in 20 years to
produce some 75,000 litres of
wine, ceased production by the
1880s and re-emerged in the
1990s.

Shire of Barrabool coat of arms in
1865 incorporated vines as a major
primary industry.

The Foundation.

The first grape growers and
winemakers were Swiss farmers
who fled strife in Europe and
settled in Geelong in the 1840s.
Wars, revolutions and political
unrest from the 1790s through
to the 1840s, religious conflict in
Switzerland and the failure of
crops over several years all led

to an exodus of farmers from
the Neuchatel area of
Switzerland. Geelong appears to
have been chosen partially
because Australia, unlike the
alternative destination of
America, was a monarchy and
Governor LaTrobe had lived in
Neuchatel and married a local
woman.

The original Swiss growers were
complemented by German and
even British grape growers,
though the Swiss had firm views
about their superior skills.

“No Swiss Winegrower has yet
planted a vineyard on a flat site
in the Geelong District. Mr
Caldwell, an English
gentleman, planted a small
one on a bank of the river
Moorabool at Fyans Ford.
The vines are healthy, grow
luxuriantly, and produce
abundantly, but the grapes
do not acquire that perfect
maturity which is necessary”
John Belperraid 1859

The original immigrants were
not permitted to own land
so sites were leased,
typically for 50 vyears.
However, in recognition of
their  contribution to the
industry Pettavel and Breuget
were eventually granted the
status of Denizens of Australia,
which allowed them to buy land
but not vote. They were 2 of
only 20 people given this
recognition in Victoria.

Viticulture in the 1850s

The early vineyards were
scattered throughout the
Geelong region, with many in
the Barrabool Hills and Waurn
Ponds areas. Areas recorded

with vineyards greater than 10
acres in the 1860s included
Pollocksford (Neuchatel, Chillon
and Sugarloaf Farm), Crooks Rd
(Barramonga, Barwondale),
Merrewarp Rd (Suisse), Ceres
(Ceres, Ceres Vineyard and
Orchard), Highton (Montpellier),
Cochrans Rd (Victoria) and
Waurn Ponds (Prince Albert).
Several smaller vineyards were
also established.

Early vineyards were hand
developed, without even the
assistance of horses. Vineyard
rows were typically hand
trenched 3ft wide and 18 inches
deep, manure was added to the
bottom of the trench and then
they were filled with soil from
the next trench. ‘Hot’” manures
(eg. horse, sheep, fowl) were
recommended for cold (clay)
soils, and fat manures (eg. cow,
bullock, pig) were
recommended for warm (sandy)
soils.

Vine cuttings were planted
directly into the prepared soil at
3ft x 3ft, compared to today’s
spacing of nearer 7ft x 10ft.
Vines were trained on a single
post, and many parts of Europe
still use this technique. Trellising
as we see today in Australia was
rarely used.

Vineyards were supplemented
with  orchards, particularly
cherries, and vegetable gardens.
Grapes were turned into wine
and spirit, or sold as fruit, often
in the gold fields. Although the
gold fields provided a good
market for fruit and wine, it also
meant that farm labor was hard
to get. This shortage led to the
recruitment of workers from
Switzerland.



Close planted vineyards with single
stakes in Hermitage, France. Similar
to Geelong in the 1800s.

Phylloxera

Phylloxera is a small yellow
aphid-like insect that normally
lives on vine roots. The insect
causes the vines to develop galls
on their roots and these starve
the vine of nutrients. Once
Phylloxera is in a vineyard the
primary form of management is
removal of the vines, treatment
of the soil and no replanting for
many years.

Phylloxera is endemic to
America and so American vines
have developed resistance to
the insect. When Phylloxera
entered Europe in the 1850s the
wine industry was devastated.
Most European vineyards were
replanted with European
varieties that were grafted onto
American rootstock and this
saved the industry.

In Australia American rootstock
was not used, and in 1877
Phylloxera appeared in Geelong.
A government inquiry in 1878

recommended
that all vines
in the Geelong
area be pulled

up and this
was done,
with the

exception of
one Chasselas
vine that is
still  growing
today.

By 1880 all
vines had
been  pulled
and the
industry in
Geelong was
no more.
There was an
attempt to reestablish vineyards
at Waurn Ponds in the late
1880s but these folded during
the 1897 depression.

The sole remaining pre Phylloxera
vine. A Chasselas vine at the Suisse
Vineyard, =~ Merriwarp Road in
winter.

In 2012 Geelong was declared a
Phylloxera Exclusion Zone. It is
one of the decreasing number
of wine areas in Victoria that
does not have Phylloxera. This
means that strict protocols have
to be followed when moving

vines, machinery and grapes
between Geelong and other
regions to ensure the mite does
not get back into the region.

The Barrabool Hills Today

It is still possible to see evidence
of the early days of winemaking.
Almost intact cellars can be
found at a couple of properties
and several sets of ruins are
scattered through the hills.

The rebirth of grape growing in
the region was due to the
efforts of Daryl and Nini Sefton
who established Idyll vineyard in
1966 in the nearby Moorabool
Valley. Even after the Seftons
gained success and a high
reputation for their wines, re-
establishment of a viable wine
industry in Geelong was a slow
process. Today the area
covering Bellarine Peninsula,
Surf Coast and Lethbridge areas
has over 150 vineyards and
approximately 800 acres under
vine. In the Barrabool Hills the
growth has been modest, with
approximately 35 acres of
vines.

Geelong wines are increasingly
being recognised as being
among some of the best in the
country.

If any readers have
information, equipment or
buildings from the region’s
wine history Geoff would love
to hear from you and record
them.

“It is balsamic, tonic, curative
and preservative. In winter it
warms the stomach without
heating; in summer it cools the
body without chilling. In all
seasons it elevates without
stupefying, giving to youth the
wisdom of age, and to age the
vivacity of youth.” Ebanizer
Ward, 1860s.
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Celebrating 20
productive landcare
Barrabool Hills

years of
in the

Field day Saturday 3" May

Lyn and Ross Georges property

The group has been successful in
obtaining a $500 community
grant from the Surf Coast Shire to
help support the running of our
major event for the year, marking
the 20" Anniversary of the
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group.
These funds will be combined
with those allocated by the group
and also our partner, the Otway
Agroforestry Network, to help
support a wonderful day of
activities packed with celebration
and the sharing of knowledge.

The event will be held on the
property of Ross and Lyn George
and their family and will feature
not only traditional landcare
activities, including those
associated with growing and
harvesting productive trees and
shrubs, but also refreshments and
entertainment throughout the
day.

If you would like to be part of the
organising committee for the
event, please contact Kaye
Rodden as soon as possible, as
planning is already under way.

Put the date in your diaries now.

Looking forward to seeing you
there.

Next Barrabool Hills Group
meeting 19" February, 8pm

For something different and to
give our members a break from
the rabbit baiting program, Ric
Walters has kindly offered to host
the next get-together of the

group at his property on 19"
February. He will be screening the
award winning movie, “Temple
Grandin” in his home theatre
at  Waterland Shearing Shed,
1285 Barrabool Rd, starting at
8.00pm. Tea and coffee will be
provided, but those attending are
asked to bring a plate to share.
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The movie is a biopic of Temple
Grandin, an autistic woman who
overcame the limitations imposed
on her by her condition to
become a Ph.D. and expert in the
field of animal husbandry. She
developed an interest in cattle
early in life while spending time
at her Aunt and Uncle's ranch.

She did not speak until age four
and had difficulty right through
high school, mostly in dealing
with people. Her mother was very
supportive as were some of her
teachers. She is noted for creating
her 'hug box', widely recognized
today as a way of relieving stress
in autistic children, and her
humane design for the treatment
of cattle in processing plants,

which have been the subject of
several books and won an award
from PETA.

Today, she is a professor at
Colorado State University and
well-known speaker on autism
and animal handling.

Places are limited to 20, so
please RSVP to Kaye Rodden by
Sunday 16" February.

Get your newsletter faster and
save resources.

Most of us now have email access
and so we encourage members to
change from paper newsletters to
email copies. Colour copies will
be emailed to all those who have
provided an email address. Black
and white copies will continue to
be provided by direct delivery.

Provide your address to Brent
Rodden at

nidgee@reachnet.com.au.

Landcare equipment available

The Group has a range of
equipment available for use by
members.

e 400 L  Trailer-mounted
Sprayer with 50m hand spray
line and 4m boom.

¢ 2 Kidney Tree Buckets

* 2 Potti Puki Tree Planters
plus 2 Georges Tree Planters

* 60 L Spray Tank and Pump
designed to fit most quad
bikes

*  Rabbit
Smoker/Fumigator

burrow

For further info ring Neville
Trotter 0428 811 009.



2013/2014
Reminder

Subscription

For those families who have not
paid this year's BHLG sub (due 1
July) we need you to hop to it and
support your local Landcare
Group.

We are one of the most active
Groups in the Geelong region, run
by a highly motivated, very

competent and dedicated
executive. Managing the rabbit
baiting campaign, negotiating

Government grants on behalf of
members, maintaining our
sprayer and other equipment,
communicating with members all
costs money. We depend on your
support.

All members of BHLG are entitled
to:

*  aBHLG gate sign
* a brochure outlining the
Group's achievements

o mentoring / assistance with
weed control and
revegetation

*  Newsletters and Emails

* Access to  Government
funding for landcare

* Involvement in Group
activities and projects eg.
gorse  spraying, carbon
pastures and biodiversity and
tree seedlings.

* Access to Group tree
planting and spraying
equipment

Annual membership costs just
$15 per family. Pay by cheque or
direct credit for 1, 2 or 3 years.
Support us so that we can keep
offering the best for the
Barrabool Hills
community.

PAYMENT
OPTIONS:

By Cheque:

Please make cheques payable to:
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group,
and post with this form to:

BHLG Treasurer, 33 Ballanclea
Road, Barrabool Vic. 3221

By Direct Deposit:

Bank Account details: Barrabool
Hills Landcare Group,

National Australia Bank
BSB: 083 537
Account Number: 650 230 924

Please include your surname and
initials as a reference & email
your application to:

gayle@nmcmillanassoc.com.au

Christmas meeting and BBQ.

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Send articles and photos to geoffanson@mac.com.

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space
allowing). Adds are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space after all articles

are included.

The newsletter is printed through the generosity of Andrew Katos, State Member for South Barwon and is
distributed through the efforts of the Leigh family




