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Members of the Barrabool Hills community at the October meeting.    barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

What’s On. 

Friday 7th December 6pm – Christmas Meeting with guest Speaker Rowan Reid. More information on page 2. 

14th, 18th, 21st February – Rabbit Baiting - Baiting Form in this newsletter 

Wednesday 20th February – Film Night– “Ladies in Black”. Free event. Book early as limited seating available. 
More information in this newsletter. 

 
 

  

 

Some recently identified local plants growing in the Hills!  
The Yellow Grass Lily (Tricoryne elatior) flowering in February on the left and Native Geranium 
(Geranium solanderi) flowering in October on the right.  
Have you seen any of these locals around your place? 
Plant photos identified by Stephen Murphy, photos taken by Tim Harte 
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NEXT MEETING 

End of Year Celebration Event 

Friday 7th December, 6PM at “Belvedere” 160 Kahls Rd Gnarwarre 

You are warmly invited to come and join the Barrabool Hills 
Landcare community for a bar-b-que to celebrate the year that has 

been and share the great camaraderie of our community. 
As previously advised our guest speaker for the evening is Rowan Reid who will discuss all things agroforestry and 
in particular his extraordinarily well received book, Heartwood. 

Rowan is an inspirational speaker and the topic of agroforestry, using productive trees and shrubs as part of a 
multifaceted farming system, is being seen by many as a way to increase agricultural production, biodiversity and 
allay the impacts of climate change. 

It is also now 20 years since the first plantings of trees and shrubs on the escarpments of Belvedere to primarily 
combat serrated tussock and in some respects our end of year event is also a celebration of the success of this 
project. Not only on the spread of the tussock, but also on the overall health of the surrounding property in terms 
of biodiversity, water runoff, rabbit numbers and wind erosion. 

Please bring your own meat for the BBQ and drinks and either a salad or dessert to share. We will provide nibbles, 
condiments and bread.          Written by Kaye Rodden 

Please RSVP by the 5th of December to Christa Jones if you are coming, so we don’t buy 
too many bread rolls!!!  Phone. 0408342403 
 
 
 

Before (left) and after (right) photos  of escarpments of ‘Belvedere’ showing the amazing change 
that replanting has made. Photos taken by Kaye Rodden  
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Merrawarp Road –Barwon River Bridge site 
For a number of years local residents and members 
of our group have been concerned about the 
management of the land that abuts the Merrawarp 
Bridge on the southern bank of the Barwon River.  

The site, approximately 2 ha in area, is managed by 
Vic Roads, and is one of only two significant public 
land sites in the Barrabool Hills region (the other is 
opposite the Gnarwarre Fire station on Barrabool 
Road and is managed by Surf Coast Shire). 

The Barwon river near Merrawarp Rd bridge. 

The Merrawarp Road is one of the few sites on the 
Barwon close to Geelong that can be easily accessed 
by the public, and it is used recreationally for 
launching canoes, fishing and swimming etc. 

Unfortunately it is also regularly used as a rubbish 
dump and not only is this unsightly and a fire risk but 
also runoff from the site impacts on the water 
quality of the river. 

Our group has been asked by a local resident and 
Landcare member to support an approach to Vic 
Roads to urge them to actively manage the land as a 
public open space, in order to provide an ongoing 
community asset and discourage undesirable 
activities. 

The Executive believe that this is an important 
initiative, and will be writing a supporting letter for 
the proposal. This is not the first time the group has 
tried to get the land manager to take responsibility 
for the site, the most recent in 2015 when we 
actually met with Vic Roads staff on site to discuss 
ways to improve its management, compiling a site 
report and proposal for Vic Roads consideration.  

Kaye Rodden 

 

BHLG Executive Committee – 12th November. 
Key items on the agenda for this meeting: 

 Report on successful establishment of new 

Bendigo Bank account 

 Organisation of process to establish acting 

roles for Secretary and Geelong  Landcare 

Network representative during Joan and 

Geoff  Anson’s “leave” 

 Final report from Mapping of remnant  sites 

and update on the wetland project 

 Feedback on items for discussion with the 

annual meeting with Surf Coast Shire’s 

environment team – African Daisy (Gazania) 

weed  identified on roadsides  

 Indian Myna management                                   

 Planning for events in 2019, including 

“Water Stewardship field day” in April 

 Planning for Christmas event and rabbit 

baiting 

 

Gazania (Gazania linearis) an environmental weed in 
Victoria, if this weed is on your verge please contact 
your local council to report it to them; Surf Coast 
Shire on 5261 0600 or City of Greater Geelong Shire 
on 03 5272 5272 or Golden Plains Shire on 5220 
7111 depending on your local government area. 

Equipment for loan to members 
The following equipment is owned by the Barrabool 
Hills Landcare Group and is available for use by 
members: 

400 litre spray unit trailer mounted   
2 Kidney tree buckets 
1 Potti Putki Tree planters 
2 Hamilton Tree planters 
1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit 
1 Rabbit Smoker 



 

DECEMBER 2018 

87 

 

 4 

Members are requested to return all equipment to 
Trevor promptly after use. 

Contact Trevor Jones on 5265 6126 or 0407 009 855. 

Mapping and Enhancing the Biological 
Infrastructure of the Barrabool Hills Update 
As reported in the last newsletter, our group was 
successful in obtaining funding to upload all the 
remnant flora species identified by the Gordon 
students in 2017 onto our mapping site and to 
reinstate a wetland south of Mt Pollock. 

The first part of the project is now complete with all 
the sites identified on our mapping portal. With 
regard to the second and larger part of the project, 
Stephen Murphy has developed a species list and 
planting guide and we have ordered or already 
acquired the 10,000 plants needed to kick start the 
reinstatement of the wetland. A number of 
members are currently “tree sitting” those we were 
able to acquire at a discount when Treehome 
Nursery closed its doors last week, until we need 
them next year.  

The landholder will be preparing the site and fencing 
it off in the New Year. 

Then the fun starts and we hope that many of you 
will join us as part of a number of community 
plantings in the middle of next year. Watch this 
space for details of the planting events. 

Kaye Rodden 

 “Friends of Barwon” Update 
There has been considerable progress in bringing 
together the community with interests in the health 
of the Barwon and its broader catchment. The aim 
of this process is to create an advocacy group with a 
vision to achieve “a healthy, flowing and life 
sustaining Barwon River system which is valued and 
protected by all of the community” 

An initial community gathering was held in mid-
October, and an interim committee was appointed 
to develop draft wording for the name, vision, and 
key objectives and also develop some short to 
medium term goals. This committee is chaired by 
Sandy Cameron from Murgheboluc (and Barrabool 
Hills Landcare member) and has met twice already, 
with a third meeting planned before Christmas. 

This whole process has had a significant boost with 
the recent establishment of a Ministerial Advisory 
Council for the Barwon and Moorabool River, one of 
the last actions of Minister Neville prior to the 
invoking of the “caretaker period”. 

The “friends” group has a representative on this 
Council, Dr Peter Greig, and the Council is chaired by 
Christine Forster who has extensive experience in 
water and catchment policy, and now lives in the 
region. 

The next community group meeting is planned in 
February and it is to this group the findings of the 
interim committee will be tabled for consideration. 

Exciting times for upping the profile of this amazing 
river system.    Kaye Rodden 

Nest Boxes For Wildlife  
The role of nest boxes  

A range of native animals require the natural 
hollows that develop in trees and some shrubs for 
shelter and/or breeding. A comprehensive list is 
given in Land for Wildlife Note No. 6 'Wildlife needs 
natural tree hollows'.  

The nest boxes described in this Note are not the 
equivalent of natural hollows. Natural hollows occur 
in vegetation at a specific time in the development 
of the plant community. If the plant community is 
severely disturbed, merely replacing hollows with a 
substitute is no compensation for the other changes 
to that habitat such as disruption and loss of food 
sources from understorey shrubs and interference 
with the natural cycles that maintain the health of 
the ecosystem. It takes over 100 years for natural 
hollows to develop. Many eucalypts live for 
hundreds of years providing safe hollows for many 
generations. The nest boxes described here will last 
up to ten years.  

Nest boxes are used by people who want to observe 
the wildlife occurring in their area and something of 
its natural history in a convenient location. In some 
instances nest boxes have been used as substitutes 
for a lack of natural hollows and as a research tool. 
Once again, it should be emphasized that artificial 
hollows are no substitute for real hollows. As a first 
step in assisting wildlife you should consider how 
natural hollows can be protected in your area and 
make provision for the development of natural 
hollows, should they be in short supply, by re-
establishing local native vegetation. Natural hollows 
are often destroyed during firewood collection, 
fencepost cutting, land clearance, burning and 
timber harvesting. Think about how you might 
reduce the impact of these practices in your area. 
DON'T use hollow logs for nest boxes. Natural 
hollows are valuable re-sources for wildlife and 
should be left in place on a tree or on the ground.  



 

DECEMBER 2018 

87 

 

 5 

How do I build a nest box?  
General nest box requirements  
1. A space will allow for ventilation.  
• For weather protection the lid must slope from the 
back and overhang the front by at least 25mm. It 
should also overhang the sides. DO NOT use sheet 
metal on the lid, timber has superior insulating 
qualities.  
2. 20mm deep wood shavings, decayed wood or 
shredded bark should cover the floor.  
3. Fix a mounting strip to blocks attached to the back 
of the box to make attachment to a tree trunk 
easier. Pre- drill nail holes in the strip to prevent 
splitting and use  
100mm galvanized flat-head nails.  
• Box must be stable. A slight forward lean will assist 
drainage and exit by young.  
• Place box at least 3m above ground.  
• Arrange timber so that growth rings radiate away 
from the centre of the box. Subsequent 'warping' 
will force the box together rather than apart.  
4. A hinged lid or front panel extending 2/3 depth of 
the box and angle cut for drainage permits 
inspection and cleaning out after use.  
• Floor should be recessed inside walls, loose knots 
glued in place with PVA (nontoxic) and any gaps that 
do occur sealed with quality mastic.  
• Use galvanised/nickel-plated screws to join all 
parts.  
• Nesting boxes are best made from rough-sawn 
plantation-grown timber so animals can get a grip 
and should be about 19-25mm thick to provide 
insulation. DO NOT use treated timber, toxic paints, 
chipboard, smelly glues or leave any sharp objects 
such as projecting nails or screws. Avoid wood that 
is inclined to warp. External-grade ply-wood painted 
with acrylic paint is acceptable.  
5. Entrance hole should be no bigger than is 
necessary for the animal the box is intended to 
house (a critical dimension). Placing the hole near 
the top will ensure that inside of box is dark. 
• After assembly, paint the outside of the box with 
three coats of non-toxic dark-coloured outdoor 
water-based acrylic paint. 
5. Inside walls must have toe holds so the young can 
climb out. • Use rough-sawn timber, roughen up 
with coarse sandpaper or notch with a circular saw 
be-fore assembly.  
6. Three small (<10mm) drainage holes should be 
drilled in the floor towards the front (lower side). 
Avoid creating an updraft.  
7. Box must be weatherproof and dark inside.  

Abridged article originally published in the Spring 
2018 Land for Wildlife Newsletter. 
The full article is very comprehensive, to read it 
please go to 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/398322d1ff8b6b3c1b
f5b286a/files/69c371f1-50fc-4936-97d3-
1b3597eb9922/LFW_Newsletter_2018_No1.pdf 

 Diagram of a nest box with the numbers related to 
the steps in the assembly process. 

Kangaroo Grass, Themeda triandra 
Kangaroo Grass is an excellent perennial pasture 
grass 
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Revelations are moments in life when strongly held 
opinions are turned on their head. One such 
revelation for me was on a grasslands tour in 2016 
with Dr John Morgan a plant ecologist from La Trobe 
University. 

I have always been a fan of Kangaroo Grass (KG) 
because it’s such a hardy, attractive and useful plant. 
A love of KG is something I apparently share with the 
founder of Melbourne John Batman who got very 
excited when he first wandered over the lands 
between Geelong and Melbourne in 1835. 

Batman was describing Kangaroo Grasslands in his 
1835 Rebecca Journal when he wrote; “softly 
undulating hills and plains with the richest grass and 
verdure so delightful to the eyes of a sheep farmer”. 

Because it is also a native to Africa and Asia, no 
doubt Batman know its value as a nutritious 
perennial pasture grass. Remarkably it just keeps on 
giving without the need for fertiliser like most 
Australian plants which have adapted well to poor 
ancient leached soils.  

KG was also valued by the First Australians who 
harvested its protein rich grain for bread making. It 
was regularly burnt by them to produce a green pick 
to encourage mobs of kangaroos to graze near 
woodlands where they could easily be picked off 
with a spear.   

Regular cool burning every five to ten years is part of 
the secret of keeping KG healthy and long lived. My 
revelation came when John Morgan told me that KG 
can live for more than 100 years if it is managed 
properly. To emphasise his point he called it a tree 
without a trunk.  

I had always thought that the longest living 
Australian plants were trees, but now I had to accept 
from this very reliable source that a common grass 
that only grows to about knee high could outlive 
many trees.  

This new piece of information about KG became my 
latest ‘can you believe it’ story that I took pleasure 
telling customers in the nursery. It fell nicely into the 
same category as one of my other amazing grassland 
quotes about Feather Heads, Ptilotus microcephalus.  
This little plant that dies off each summer is so long 
lived that ecologists call it the ‘Red Gum of the 
grasslands’ suggesting that it can live for hundreds 
of hears. That was also a revelation to me at the 
time.  

 

Feather Heads are known as the ‘Gums of the basalt 
plains’ 

If you are lucky enough to have a patch of KG on 
your property you can keep it healthy with a 
combination of grazing and regular burning. This 
helps to minimise the build-up of dead grass around 
the base of plants and to prevent them becoming 
too crowded. If it is lightly grazed it stays green 
throughout the summer, making it an excellent fire 
break as well. 

Written by Stephen Murphy, Sustainable Biorich 
Landscapes 

Geelong Landcare Network Update  
The Geelong Landcare Network recently held its 
AGM and there were a few changes to the 
committee. After four years serving as the President 
of the Landcare Network, Maxine Campbell has 
passed on the baton to Peter Stray from the Maude 
and District Landcare Group. We acknowledge and 
thank Maxine for her hard work and leadership over 
many years, chairing countless meetings, 
representing the Network at meetings in Colac with 
the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority, 
and hosting many fantastic field days and other 
landcare events at her Shearers Quarters in 
Inverleigh. Peter will chair a committee made up of 
James Bufton (Vice-President), Ian Kelly (Treasurer), 
Gill Gartlan (Secretary/Public Officer),  Sally 
Waldron, Susan Wishart, Bruce Harper (co-opted for 
governance projects) and Peter Spear. 

There will be further changes in the Landcare 
Network over the next couple of months, as I will be 
finishing up as Landcare Facilitator, to take up a 
scholarship to do a PhD with Federation University, 
co-sponsored by Barwon Coast Committee of 
Management, looking at the impacts of population 
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shifts, increased urbanisation and other factors on 
coastal ecosystems and coastal communities. It’s my 
hope and intention to stay connected and involved 
with local landcare communities. It has been 
wonderful to work with Barrabool Hills landcarers – 
you are a very vibrant and proactive mob with 
admirable achievements and aspirations for the 
health of community and environment. Thank you 
for everything you’ve shared with me in my time as 
Landcare Facilitator. 

Elissa Ashton-Smith, Geelong Landcare Network 
Facilitator. 

Membership renewals 
If you have not paid your membership recently, 
please accept a friendly reminder that our $15 
annual renewal falls due on the 1st July each year. 
Since we are a community organisation run by 
volunteers, we try to keep our processes very 
simple. To help us out, it would be appreciated if 
you would note that our methods for all payments 
are in the following order of preference: 

1. via our website 
https://www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/shop/ 
using bank transfer or credit card or PayPal (as you 
wish). Enter your name, address and contact details 
in the fields provided. 

2. by direct bank deposit to our new Bendigo 
account BSB: 633000 Acct 
No: 163791817 including your Surname in the 
Reference field. At the same time, 
please email barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com aler
ting us to your payment and notify any updates to 
your address or contact details.  

3. by cheque posted to 33 Ballanclea Rd, Barrabool, 
Vic, 3221 including your contact number for queries 
and any updates to your details. 

Note: Please do not post cash. 
If ever you are unsure whether your membership is 
current or have any other queries, please don't 
hesitate to contact us via 
email barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com or phone 
BHLG treasurer on 0419 894 098. 

Anthony Jones, BHLG Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ladies in Black” 

Film Night Wednesday 20th February 

Ric and Sheila Walters’ 7.30pm  

Bring a plate to share for supper. 

“Adapted from the bestselling novel by 
Madeleine St John, Ladies in Black is an alluring 
and tender-hearted comedy drama about the 
lives of a group of department store employees 
in 1959 Sydney”. 

It has had excellent reviews, so should be a 
great break from “rabbit baiting”! 

Free Event, RSVP’s are essential as places fill fast  

Kaye Rodden nidgee@reachnet.com.au  

  

https://www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/shop/
mailto:barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
mailto:barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
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What bird is this? 
The bird in the October BHLG newsletter was a 
Yellow thornbill (Acanthiza nana), it is found in open 
forests, woodlands and shrublands and feeds mainly 
on insects, but may sometimes eat seeds. They feed 
almost exclusively in the foliage of trees, most often 
Acacias, paperbarks, casuarinas and native pines. 
(Source birdsinbackyards.net) 
This beautiful bird was enjoying the nectar of some 
flowering native trees in the hills; do you know what 
this bird is? Hint-this bird’s name is related to the 
colour of its face (see the digital newsletter for 
colour) and what it eats. Email the newsletter editor 
with your ‘what bird is this?’ answer, the first person 
to answer correctly will have their name published in 
the next newsletter.   Tim Harte 
 
 

Contact us. 

President Kaye Rodden   52651241 
nidgee@reachnet.com.au 

Vice President   Jim Seager  0409 935 700 

ejimseager@bigpond.com 

Secretary Joan Anson  0407 305 966 

joan.e.anson@gmail.com 

Treasurer Anthony Jones  0419 894 098 
anthony@bjc.id.au 

Newsletter  Tim Harte     0431 601 529 

balletcadet@gmail.com  

GIS mapping  Geoff Anson 0418 324 632 
geoffanson@mac.com 

Equipment Trevor Jones 0407 009 855 

Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

Facebook: barraboolhillslandcare 

Instagram: barraboolhillslandcaregroup 

Web site: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au 

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are 
welcomed. Send articles and photos to Tim Harte (balletcadet@gmail.com), deadline for next issue is 19/01/19  

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space allowing). 
Ads. are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space  

A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing the newsletter. 

 

 

mailto:ejimseager@bigpond.com
mailto:jtrotter02@gmail.com
mailto:geoffanson@mac.com
mailto:barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

