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Barrabool Hills Landcare Group Christmas break up
6.30pm 17" December
Anthony and Sally Jones property
33 Balanclea Rd Ceres
RSVP essential to Kaye Rodden 52651241

Our next meeting will be the last for the year and is
definitely one not to be missed.
Sally and Anthony Jones will have the BBQ hot, so
bring your own meat and drinks to celebrate a great
20" year for the group.

A feature of the evening will be a presentation by
esteemed chef and co-owner of Birregurra-based,
Sorella Foods, Amanda Garner, on using native foods
in every day cooking. Amanda will be providing the
salads for the meal, all featuring native food
flavours.

Amanda is also the Deputy -Chair Australian Native
Foods Industry Limited and Bush Foods Project
Officer for the newly formed Australian
Agroforestry Foundation (AAF).

sorella,
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Foods

Amanda is a passionate advocate for the emerging
native foods industry in Australia. In 2013 she was
awarded an ISS Institute Agrifoods International
fellowship which enabled her to investigate the skills
gap in the commercialisation of native food crops. In
addition she researched successful marketing
opportunities that have been developed based
around native food production in the United States
of America.

Upon her return to Australia she has found time in
her very busy life to look at ways to assist remote
Australian communities in their production and
commercialisation of Australian Native Foods.

With the assistance of the Otway Agroforestry
Network and AAF she has been able to instigate a
Master Tree Growers course in Broome for
indigenous participants, which will be followed up
by a Peer Mentoring program.



Edible Australian native, muntries berries ( Kunzea
pomifera), also known as “Emu apples” and “native
cranberries”

Surf Coast Shire Council’s roadside weeds
spring/summer update

Weed contractors have been working almost non-
stop across most parts of the Shire in recent
months. In the Barrabool Hills area there have been
several rounds of weed control undertaken on
municipal roadsides focussing on:

- Grassy weeds including Serrated Tussock, Chilean
Needle grass and Texas Needle grass

- Cape Tulip (one-leaf) and other escapee garden
bulbs such as Bulbil Sparaxis and Freesia which
are able to spread rapidly along roadsides.

- Isolated patches of Paterson’s Curse

Council values the partnership approach in regard to
controlling pest plants and animals. Thanks to the
reports made by BHLG members’ of Cape Tulip on
Merrawarp Road, Council contacted VicRoads as the
road manager, and arranged to include Cape Tulip in
Council’s control program for this year. It is
anticipated that VicRoads will be able to include this
weed in their works program in the coming years.

In late summer Council will once again be fumigating
rabbits on designated municipal roadsides to
complement the BHLG rabbit baiting program and
will also target woody weeds including Gorse,
Broom, African Boxthorn and Sweet Briar.

Thank you again for your constructive feedback — we
are keen to ensure we are continuously improving
our PPA works program.

Leanne Rolfe, Environmental Officer, Biodiversity.

December 2014

Planning for the Future of Landcare in the
Barrabool Hills

A number of our members attended the important
strategic planning session that followed the last
meeting of the group on the 15" October.

The session was facilitated by James Pettit,
Immediate past president of the Geelong Landcare
Network and Elissa Ashton- Smith, the networks
facilitator.

Weed control, the key reason for forming the group
20 years ago, was identified as still being a key
priority, although the insidious serrated tussock has
been joined by a number of other species that
require landholders continual attention.

The group could also see value in mapping the
revegetation work that has been undertaken over
the years, with a view to illustrating the gaps that
need funding so that we can build on our wildlife
corridors.

If you could not attend on the 15" it is never too late
to contribute with your ideas, just contact one of
the executive.

Elissa’s summary of the discussion will be available
on our website soon.

Local Soil Action Plans — A Joint Landcare CCMA
Initiative

Your Chance To Contribute

Mandy Coulson

We need your input!

As a community we value the importance of
improving soil health, and as busy landholders, we
all understand the importance of building profitable,
sustainable and productive soils. The Corangamite
Landcare Network’s together with the Corangamite
CMA wish to develop 15 local soil action plans that
properly investigate, test and engage the community
on the topic of local catchment priorities for
sustainable agriculture focusing on soil health.

Each plan will aim to list the particular soil types and
geological attributes of each sub-catchment in the
region (landscape zone), then identify the soil health
actions that are relevant to that sub-catchment. To
help us understand your soils and soil-related topics
at a local scale, we encourage you to complete the
brief online soil survey. By doing this, we will be able
to capture a better understanding of your local soil



priorities and possible actions required to address
these soil priorities.

By December (Christmas) we hope to have all the
surveys completed and data collated on local soil
interests. In March (2015) a local community
workshop will be held to address soil priorities,
actions, potential funding opportunities and
resources. This workshop will also identify ‘gaps’ in
soil data using spatial information to help determine
where time is best invested i.e. a lot of work has
already been completed on erosion, salinity, water
logging and perhaps less on soil acidification, soil
nutrient loss and soil biology. Then all data will then
be collated into a local soil action plan resource for
your community.

This is your chance to have valuable input. To
complete the survey, please click on the link below.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LSAP2014

If you'd like to discuss this project in detail, please
contact Mandy Coulson on 0488 526 123 or
nrmextension@exemail.com.au.

What determines revegetation success? A

request from researchers at the University of
Queensland.

As part of a research project being undertaken by
the Environmental Decisions Group at The University
of Queensland, we are surveying restoration
ecologists, practitioners and researchers across
Australia involved in the revegetation of terrestrial
native vegetation. The information obtained will
provide the restoration community with important
insights on the motivations for undertaking
revegetation and factors that influence the costs and
success of revegetation.

Our target audience is restoration ecologists,
practitioners and/or researchers who are or have
been engaged in the revegetation of terrestrial
native vegetation. Revegetation includes any
method of reinstating native vegetation on
previously cleared lands. The survey is nationwide to
capture variation between geographic regions and
vegetation types.

If you would like to participate in the survey please
follow this link to the survey:

https://qualtricsasia.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_2ucs
ilpgiQMfXzn

Or contact the investigator, Valerie Hagger (Email:
v.hagger@ug.edu.au; Phone: 0401 392 704).

lan Kelly’s effort to determine
root growth on Denis Richard’s
Lucerne, sown as part of the
perennial pastures program.




Geelong Landcare Network — Christmas Meeting
and celebration of a successful year.

Elissa Ashton Smith

The Geelong Landcare Network held its annual
celebration at the Shearer’'s Quarters at
‘Barwonleigh’ in early November.

People were treated to a wrap-up of the year’s
events by outgoing President James Pettit, a
presentation by Kaye Rodden and Mandy Coulson
on the GLN’s inspirational major project — the
‘Biodiversity Project’, as well as a fascinating talk by
Martin Scuffins, an expert on Australian birds of prey
from ‘Hawk Haven’ near Buninyong.

The ‘Biodiversity Project’ was the major activity
across the network. It involved 43 sites, and
enhanced over 270ha of depleted native vegetation,
planted 168,000 trees, shrubs and understorey
species and sowed 100km of indigenous tree seed.
The project team managed $354000 over 18 months
(ex gst). As Kaye stressed, it’s success came from a
combination of the commitment of local
landowners, local landcare groups and strong
project management.

As well as sharing some of the amazing facts about
birds of pray (Wedgetail eagles can spot a rabbit at
1.5 km) and the hazards birds face (car hits when
feeding on roads, unsean power lines, shooting),
Martin described the challenges and joys of
rehabilitating birds of prey and then releasing them
back into their natural habitat. His skills have to
range from feeding chicks with a puppet to prevent
bonding with humans, teaching birds how to hunt,
through to making and fixing new wing feathers.

The hospitality of the Campbells was much enjoyed
by all. There was recognition given to outgoing GLN
executive members Gary
Sutherland, who has been
treasurer for ten years, and Kaye
Rodden for her significant
contribution as Chair of the On-
Ground Works Committee.

The On-Ground Works
Committee will now be chaired by
James Pettit. Long-time GLN Vice-
President Maxine Campbell has
taken on the role of President. A
new GLN executive member, PGS
Geoff Anson, was welcomed. The " o

full GLN  executive comprises: k'

Maxine Campbell (Pres), James Pettit (VP), lan Kelly
(Treasurer), Bruce Harper (Secretary), Lauren
Leviston, James Bufton, Michelle Kerr, Helen Percy,
Felicity Spear, Geoff Anson and Stewart Hamilton.
The GLN Annual Report is available on the web:
http://corangamite.landcarevic.net.au/geelong/repo
rts

Martin Scuffins talking on his work rescuing birds of prey
at the Landcare Network meeting.




Chilean Needle Grass

Control trials Update

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group 2014

This project is funded by the Corangamite
Catchment Management Authority to establish
control trials for Chilean Needle Grass (Nassella
neesiana) in the Barrabool hills area in 2014.

Chilean Needle Grass (CNG) is emerging as a serious
noxious weed in the region and can have a severe
impact on productive pastures and animal health.

We have established four demonstration sites
trialling different strategies to replace, selectively
remove CNG in pastures and prevent its re-
establishment.

The group recently ran field days to look at the
progress of the trial work.

Site 1) Richards; The site was sprayed out using
glyphosate, implementing a short term cropping
rotation.

The aim is to reduce CNG in the seed bank during
the cropping phase with selective spraying and re-
sow the paddock to perennial pasture after two
years.

Inspection of site 25/10/14 showed that the initial
spraying had killed all the CNG and an oat fodder
crop had been established. Several seedling CNG
plants were growing amongst the oats. The site will
be rotationally grazed and sprayed again with
glyphosate to control CNG. It is proposed to sow this
site to new pasture in 2015.

Site 2) Roberts; This site is north facing non arable
hills, with the infestation being well established in
some areas.

The aim is to reduce the infestations by using a
selective herbicide to control CNG plants in the
existing perennial based pasture.

Approx. 12 hectares was aerial sprayed on 14/7/14
with a helicopter with Flupropanate at 2L/ha. The
site will not be grazed for 4 months following
spraying due to the chemical withholding period
(WHP).

Inspection of site 25/10/14 showed the impact of
the spraying had controlled most of the CNG along
with many of the annual grasses but some seed
heads had emerged on some of the larger CNG

plants. Much of the Phalaris and wild oats had
survived the spraying and were seeding.

There were some areas on this site that had clearly
been missed by the helicopter. Some spot spraying
will be needed to control CNG in these areas.

Site 3) Rodden; the site was fenced off and spray out
with glyphosate after the autumn break, then sown
to a perennial pasture mix in 2014.

Inspection of site 29/10/14 showed that the initial
spraying had controlled the CNG on the site and a
new pasture had been established. There were
several CNG plants still growing along the fence lines
which had been missed by the spraying, but no sign
of seedlings amongst the new pasture.

It is planned to overspray this site using a low rate of
Flupropanate in 2015 to control CNG seedlings.

Site 4) Cameron; This site is at Murgheboluc, having
been previously cleared of rock and sown to
perennial Phalaris pasture. The paddock was boom
sprayed with 2L/ha Flupropanate on 8/7/14.

Following soil testing, 200kg/ha super plus copper &
Molybdenum was spread 4/9/14 to improve soil
fertility.

Inspection of site 29/10/14 showed good control of
CNG with phalaris plants recovering. Unfortunately
the season has ended early with many of the
surviving pasture plants drying off. The site will be
crash grazed after 4 months WHP and then spelled
until after the autumn break 2015.

Notes.

Cattle are preferred for strategic grazing as the seed
doesn’t attach as easily. Sheep can be severely
impacted by CNG seeds and can spread seeds in
their wool.

Slashing prior to seed set can reduce seed formation
but it is well known that slashing after seed set is
one of the most effective ways to spread CNG!

A well established and maintained perennial based
pasture can prevent the establishment of most
invasive weeds including CNG.

Jim Seager, Project co-ordinator

0409935700



Farm planning check list

November 2014

If you have a small hobby/lifestyle farm or run a
larger farming operation there are many issues to
consider at this time of year.

Planning for the months ahead can help prevent
some problems while ensuring those important jobs
aren’t left to the last minute or forgotten.

Livestock;

Vaccinations for lambs/calves & summer
drenching can help prevent deaths in young
lambs/calves.

Monitor sheep to prevent losses from flystrike
and pinkeye (from grass seeds) in sheep this
summer.

A clean and reliable water supply is essential for
livestock heading into the warmer months. Make
sure young lambs can reach water in troughs.
Assess the need for supplementary feed
requirements. Feed testing hay or grain will help
you determine if stock are getting what they
need.

Be sure to introduce grain feeding gradually to
prevent deaths in livestock. High protein, mineral
and trace element blocks can help stock on dry
feed.

Consider what you would do with your livestock
if there is a fire threat this summer. Moving stock
into a paddock or laneway which has been
slashed or heavily grazed can help.

Pastures:

If making, buying or selling hay, consider feed
testing to determine quality and price.

Check paddocks for Serrated Tussock and Chilean
Needle Grass as they are now seeding. Spraying
while flowering with Flupropanate can be done
with the addition of a small amount of
glyphosphate. Note; this is to stop seed set, not
kill the plant. Check label for details.

Consider mapping weed infestations which
missed spraying this year and plan control
programs for autumn 2015.

Spray woody weeds in the warmer months such
as Gorse, Blackberries, Boxthorn, Galenia,
Horehound etc. Using a selective herbicide will
reduce off target damage to pastures which are
needed to replace weeds.

General:

Sign up for the Barrabool Hills rabbit baiting
program, held in February 2015. Talk to your
neighbours about getting involved as well. Plan to
destroy rabbit warrens after baiting to avoid the
same problem next year.

Are you planning to establish some native
plantations in 2015? The Barrabool Hills Landcare
Group will be organising propagations sessions at
the Geelong Community Nursery starting January
2015, contact Jim 0409935700.

The Barrabool Hills Landcare spray unit is
available for hire, contact Neville Trotter
0428811009

Time for fire prevention work. Slashing, spraying
& grazing around buildings, clean out gutters,
check pumps etc.

Service stock water systems and clean troughs to
prevent breakdowns over summer.

Fencing off dams and watering stock from
troughs will provide better quality water and
prevent losses from bogging and toxic water as
dam water levels get low. Don't forget to put the
location of your pipes etc. on a farm map.

Don't forget to keep records of any chemicals
used on livestock or pastures.

Talk to your neighbours about joining the
Landcare group where they can meet other
landholders and find answers for many land
management issues.

Consider attending a field day, workshop or farm
tour to improve your management skills.

Jim Seager Agricultural Consultant

0409935700



Rabbit Baiting 2015

By now you should have received your yellow order
form for the 2015 rabbit bait9ng program scheduled
for 16", 19" and 23" February. Orders are due by
31" January at the latest, but order now so you
don’t forget.

Remember each mating pair of rabbits can produce
180 offspring in 12 to 18 months! So enlist your
neighbours in the program so that the rabbits can’t
just duck under a fence next door to hide!

We often get asked “how do we know how much
bait to use?” As a guide...

If you know you have rabbits, but after walking
around your property for about 15 minutes, have
only seen a small number of pellets (rabbit faeces)
at least 10m apart then you probably have less than
1 adult rabbit per hectare. That rabbit is obviously
not going to eat a full 20kg bag of carrot in three
days and the smallest bag size is for you!

If on the other hand there are abundant numbers of
pellets, and there is evidence of a number of “buck
heaps” (rabbit latrines!) seen during your 15 minute
walk, there are likely to be over 3 adult rabbits per
hectare, and possibly many more! Increase your
order to suit the number of rabbits! It is better to
have too much bait than not enough in each baiting.

Landcare equipment available

The Group has a range of equipment available for
use by members.

e 400 L Trailer-mounted Sprayer with 50m hand
spray line and 4m boom.

e 2 Kidney Tree Buckets

® 2 Potti Puki Tree Planters plus 2 Georges Tree
Planters

¢ 60 L Spray Tank and Pump designed to fit most
quad bikes

o Rabbit burrow Smoker/Fumigator

For further info ring Neville Trotter 0428 811 009.
Membership subs.
All members of BHLG are entitled to:

*  aBHLG gate sign
* abrochure outlining the Group's achievements

o mentoring / assistance with weed control and
revegetation

*  Newsletters and Emails

*  Access to Government funding for landcare

* Involvement in Group activities and projects eg.

gorse  spraying, carbon pastures and

biodiversity and tree seedlings.
* Access to Group tree planting and spraying
equipment

Annual membership costs just $15 per family. Pay by
cheque or direct credit for 1, 2 or 3 years. Support us
so that we can keep offering the best for the
Barrabool Hills community.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:
By Cheque:

Please make cheques payable to: Barrabool Hills
Landcare Group, and post with this form to:

BHLG Treasurer, 33 Ballanclea Road , Barrabool Vic.
3221

By Direct Deposit:

Bank Account details: Barrabool Hills Landcare
Group,

National Australia Bank
BSB: 083 537
Account Number: 650 230 924

Please include your surname and initials as a
reference & email your application to:

gayle@nmcmillanassoc.com.au

President

Kaye Rodden 52651241 nidgee@reachnet.com.au
Vice President

0409 935 700
ejimseager@bigpond.com

Jim Seager

Secretary

Judy Trotter 03 5265 6181

jtrotter02@gmail.com

Treasurer

Gayle Cameron 0417524802 annettegayle@hotmail.com
Newsletter

0418324632

geoffanson@mac.com

Geoff Anson

Equipment
Neville Trotter 0428811009
web-address: http://corangamite.landcarevic.net.au/barrabool-hills
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Farm water needs,

Clem Sturmfels, DEOPI, Ararat

Extract from Upper Hopkins LM Newsletter,
Spring 2014.

Given our dry and warm spring this article is very
relevant to the Barrabool Hills.

Ararat and St Arnaud district landholders are being
urged to start planning now for their farm water
needs over summer and autumn. With virtually no
run-off so far this spring there is increased concern
about falling dam water levels in the region where
farms do not have access to other water sources
such as bores or the Wimmera Mallee pipeline.

Water levels in many Ararat and St Arnaud district
dams are much lower than normal for this time of
the year. We will need good rain over the next few
weeks to avoid dams going dry. And while such late
spring falls are not impossible it is important to plan
for other scenarios as well.

Good early growth of crops and pastures combined
with gentle rainfall during spring has resulted in little
or no runoff. Warmer conditions, wind and no rain in
September has worsened the situation.

It is important that landholders start planning now
for the possibility of a long, hot and dry summer.
Landholders need to assess water levels in their
dams and put plans in place to ensure stock can be
maintained in a fit and healthy condition. Make your
decisions early and stick with them. It is better to
offload a few stock now than to spend a heap of
time and money carting water.

Landholders could also consider setting up a stock
containment area rather than overgrazing paddocks
with remaining water supplies. Overgrazing can
result in a significant cost to landholders through the
loss of organic matter, soil, and nutrients due to
wind and water erosion.

December 2014

Be prepared! Reserve these dates for our

meetings in 2015.

February 18" — Ordinary meeting 8pm start — Catch
up on the group’s planning and activities for 2015.

April 15" — 8pm start. Film night at Ric Walter’s,
“The Healing”. More information next newsletter.

June 17" - 7.30pm start. Karen O’Keefe Regional
Landcare Coordinator, managing a farm sustainably
with horses.

August 19™ — AGM and “Master Chef” — with rabbit
on the menu. Possible launch of “Rabbit Recipe “
book, in partnership with the Surf Coast Shire.

October 21% — Sustainable farm management.

BARWON RIDGE WINES

Buy your Christmas wines from the Barrabool
Hills. Visit us at our cellar door and enjoy our
trophy and medal winning Barrabool Hills
Pinot Noir, Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon
Chardonnay and Marsanne.

Ring Geoff on 0418324632 to visit, join our
mailing list or follow us on Facebook for
information on cellar door open days.

50 McMullans Road, Barrabool.
www.barwonridge.com.au.

Geoff and Joan Anson

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Send articles and photos to geoffanson@mac.com.

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space
allowing). Adds are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space after all articles

are included.

Printed by Sarah Henderson MP, Federal Member for Corangamite.

Distributed through the efforts of the Leigh family.




