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Wednesday August 16" Annual General Meeting — Gnarwarre Tennis Pavilion( More details overleaf)

Friday October 27" - Launch of the Barrabool Hills “Flora Field Guide” (More details overleaf)
Wednesday 8" November - Geelong Landcare Network AGM — Ceres Cricket Club
Saturday 2" December — Bannockburn Farmers Market. Barrabool Hills Landcare Group will feature.

Wednesday 6" December — Christmas BBQ — Mark & Heike Dunn’s property (more details in October Newsletter)

Update on the Flora of the Barrabool Hills booklet and launch.

The Gordon TAFE students continue with their survey of the Barrabool Hills to identify, document and validate
native flora species. They have “discovered” a number of species not previously recorded in our region and each
species, now nearly 80 in number, is being carefully preserved in a large portfolio to help our group identify plants
in the future — an extraordinary legacy!

The researchers have completed their task and gathered a wonderful record of early descriptions of the Barrabool
Hills landscape, which we hope will be available for access on our new website. We are still awaiting notification
from the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority whether our grant application to help develop the
website has been successful.

The launch of the Field Guide is planned for 5pm October 27" at Ross and Lyn Georges property. A small working
party has been established to plan the launch which will include, a slide show of some of the findings,
refreshments and entertainment and an opportunity to stay for dinner in a large marquee on the tennis court,
with a view “to die for” across the northern plains!! We have received funding support from the Bendigo Bank to
help us hold a fitting celebration for the launch.

Most importantly we want to remind you all about the photographic competition to find the perfect shot to
grace the front cover of the guide. There are prizes donated by Austeng, for the overall “winning” entry and also
for the individual winners of each of the three categories as advertised in our last newsletter. We hope to mount
the winning images and auction them at the dinner to raise funds for the group. The categories are:

*  Photo using a camera (any age)

*  Photo taken on a phone or tablet (any age)

. Entrant 18 years or younger

The deadline for receipt of the entries is August 31*. Please send them to barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com.
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Barrabool Hills vegetation.

From ancient rainforests to casuarina woodlands
Part 1

H G Well’s classic story ‘The Time Machine’ explores
the idea of time travel through the adventures of an
English gentleman who invents a machine that
carries him to past and future worlds.
Like the time traveller’s machine the

sciences of geology and palaeontology provide
windows into past worlds through fragments of
evidence found in ancient rocks.

Australian born Rod Taylor is the time traveller the 1960's
film based on H G Wells classic story 'The Time Machine'

There is a lot of ancient history hidden in the rocks of
the Barrabool Hills and this history has played an
important part in developing its unique landscape
and vegetation. Let’s imagine we have borrowed the
amazing time machine and it has carried us through
many millennia in a matter of seconds to a time 135
million years ago when it all began.

We’ve arrived and we’re mystified because we’re
sitting in total darkness. We can hear water lapping
nearby and the air is sharp and cold. We zip up our
windcheaters and pull our beanies down over our
ears to keep out the chill of a deep arctic winter in
Gondwana. We shine our torches into the eerie
darkness and see snow under the ghostly silhouettes
of trees hugging the edge of a shadowy frozen lake.

A dog sized animal ambles past sniffing the air
curiously, its paw prints in the snow are strangely
reptilian.

135 million years (Ma) ago Gondwana was a super
continent made up of Australia, Antarctica, Africa,
New Zealand and South America and it was sitting
around the South Pole. Australia was so far south on
planet earth that it experienced perpetual summers
and perpetual winters lasting up to six months of the

year, much like Norway, Alaska and the north of
Finland experience today.

We touch the accelerator on our time machine and
travel back another six months to the humid warmth
of the perpetual summer. Beanies and windcheater
are torn off as the heat glares down from a bright sun
that is now directly overhead.

The Barrabool Hills started as an inland freshwater lake in
the Cretaceous Period 135 million years ago.

A large platypus scrambles onto the bank but startled
by our time machine it turns and slides back into the
lake. The presence of the platypus and the sight of a
small polar dinosaur drinking at the lake’s edge
confirm that the lake is freshwater. We notice that
the dinosaur has large possum-like eyes for night
vision in the arctic winter and a long tail reminiscent
of a kangaroos. Its ability to hunt during the long
winters suggest that it is warm blooded like the
ancient platypus.

We can now appreciate that the lake extends as far
as the eye can see and is surrounded by a
lush vegetation of ferns, cycads, clubmosses and
horsetails, creating the understorey for a towering
conifer rainforest related to the Wollemi Pine
complemented by Myrtle Beech and Gingko trees.

The first flowering plants including the ancestors
of the Banksia, Grevillea and Macadamia
(the protea family) are beginning to bloom in the
prehistoric Barrabool Hills but as yet there are no
familiar trees like acacia, eucalypt and casuarina.
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This story continues in: recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog.

Learn more about the origins of the Barrabool Hills
vegetation, Gingkos; Plant fossils; Ancient Rivers; the

Barrabool Hills ‘Freestone’ and the Waurn Ponds

Limestone.

Fossil of primitive gingko similar to those found in the
Barrabool Hills sandstone.

LANDCARE
NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY 16™ AUGUST 7.30PM

Climate Change — What to expect?
Mid-Winterimost) Wine and Cheese Tasting and
Presentation

GNARWARRE TENNIS PAVILLION
Corner of GNARWARRE and BARRABOOL ROAD, GNARWARRE
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Ever wanted to move to warmer climes, perhaps Echuca on the Murray? Well if the
current projections are correct, climate change may mean in years to come you don’t
have to move at all, as our region’s temperature and rainfall may mirror those of
northern Victorian climes, like those currently experienced in Echuca!

Come and hear what our guest speaker, Liz Hamilton, from Agriculture Victoria has to say
about how our climate will be changing in our region, unless we can halt or reverse the current
trends. She will give an overview of the climate projections and observations for our region
and show how looking at other comparable locations and time periods can help us visualise
what the future might hold. Liz will also summarise some of the latest research findings around
best bet emissions reduction options for farmers, new technologies and opportunities that are
helping to build greater resilience for farmers and rural communities.

Liz Hamilton is based in Geelong and works in the Seasonal Risk Team in the Agriculture and
Rural Division of Agriculture Victoria. Her work focuses on translation and communication of
the science around climate change and variability, emissions mitigation and adaptation.

The formalities of the AGM of the Barrabool Hills Landcare Group will follow.
RSVP 12t August Kaye Rodden 52651241 or
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

AUGUST 2017
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Update on Rabbit Management programs

We have locked in the dates for our 2018 rabbit
baiting program.

19", 22" and 24" February

The Baiting Order Form will be available with the
October edition of the newsletter.

A small committee of the group has successfully
overseen this years “Warren Ripping and Harbour
Destruction”, coordinating the contractor, and
inspecting the three sites before and after. Our
thanks to Christa Jones, Judy Cohn, Jim Seager and
Geoff Anson for taking on this responsibility on
behalf of the group.

Ripping rabbit warrens.

BHLG Executive Committee.

Issues considered at the last committee meeting
included

* Rabbit program: our warren ripping program
is completed, dates for the 2018 baiting
program were set and the K5 virus will be
released in the Hills in Spring.

* Worn BHLG signs at several revegetation
sites are being replaced.

* The mapping project is progressing. A
number of members have asked for aerial
photos of their properties to help map
features. These will be provided in
September.

* The flora booklet is progressing to its
scheduled release in October. Bendigo Bank
has donated $4,000 to the project.

*  We will be manning a stall at Bannockburn
Market on 2" December.

* Mark and Heike Dunn have offered to host
our Christmas breakup on 6" December.

¢ Initial planning for the 2018 program of
activities was started. If you have activities or
speaker topics you would like to see the
group undertaking please let the committee
know.

* Membership renewals have been sent out. If
you have not received one please let us
know.

Assistance with tree planting in 2018

Are you planning to plant some native trees and
shrubs next year on your Barrabool Hills property?
Perhaps you could do with a little help from our
group?

The success of the BHLG tree planting day at
Campbell Roydhouse’s property on Merrawarp Road
in June this year suggested that we should look at
holding a similar event next year and we are calling
for Expressions of Interest from our members.

Obviously this is not a commercial exercise but an
opportunity for the community to lend a hand to
change our landscape and to get together as a
Barrabool Hills community.

Please contact Kaye Rodden 0438317499 if you are
interested.
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Be a recycling champion

Victorians are great recyclers, but we can improve.
Household rubbish bins often contain items that
could have been recycled. And our recycling bins can
be contaminated with non-recyclable items that
cause problems during sorting. Get to know what can
be recycled to make sure you’re getting it right every
time.

Recycling is one of the easiest things you can do to
help the environment. By making products from
recycled materials instead of new materials we:

* reduce landfill

* save energy

e conserve natural resources, and

* minimise the amount of greenhouse gases created
in the production of new materials.

Check out the website below for all the tips on how
to become a recycling champion.

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/services-and-
advice/households/waste-and-recycling/be-a-
recycling-champion

Pestsmart - RHD Boost Update

During the winter months, it seems everything goes
quiet — flies disappear, researchers head in-doors and
rabbits head underground, however, the only ones
who are truly quiet are the flies.

Flies important in the transmission of RHDV (rabbit
haemorrhagic disease virus) have entered their
'overwintering phase' and are sleeping the cold
months away. Rabbits, however, are very busy this
time of year — busy making new rabbits! The colder,
wetter months are the usual breeding times for
rabbits. They start pairing up early in the season and
kittens (i.e. baby rabbits) will be starting to appear in
burrows from now on wards.

Fresh sprays of dirt outside an entrance (pictured)
are caused by females preparing the warren for
upcoming births. This means that over the coming
months you may start to see more rabbits. Kittens
will start venturing out of their warrens at about 25
days old, though they won’t go far from the entrance.

By the time they are 60 days old, you’ll start to see
them moving around the surface of the warren and
venturing out into the wider landscape. This is why

peak rabbit numbers are often seen in
September/October.

We’'ll also see the flies come back in full force around
this time, and virus activity should kick off again. This
is the time to keep your eyes out for dead rabbits!
Don’t forget to record them in RabbitScan and send
us a sample (using the prompts online).

Here at RHD Boost HQ we’re keeping out of the cold
and crunching the numbers. We'’ve been on the
phone to participants finalising data collection so that
we can undertake population modelling and then
build climate factors into the analysis. Once we’ve
done this, we’ll provide each site that has submitted
data with a breakdown of what happened at their
site and the factors that may be involved in that
result.

This will take time, so please know that it’s coming,
and thanks for your patience while we do this.

We’re also preparing ourselves for the spring
outbreaks where we hope to find RHDV1 K5 popping
up again. It’s not all office work here though — we’ve
been out at a new site (pictured above) setting up
traps ready to catch rabbits in September. We'll be
investigating the role of kittens in the rabbit social
hierarchy and subsequently, the role that these
kittens might play in the transmission of caliciviruses
in the population, particularly the benign calicivirus,
known as RCV-AL.

This builds on previous work done through the
Invasive Animals CRC in 2007 where RHDV disease
dynamics in adult rabbits was investigated.

Stay warm (and don’t forget that if you come across a
dead rabbit to let us know via RabbitScan!)

Centre for Invasive Species Solutions

Young Farmer Scholarship Program

The Young Farmers Scholarship Program provides
young farmers and those who work directly on farm
with an opportunity to invest in themselves and their
career by boosting their skills and equipping
themselves for the farming challenges of the future.

The scholarship program is designed to be flexible
and to fit with the demands and ambitions of young
farmers.

Funding available: Up to $10,000is available to
farmers and farm workers aged 35 years or under to
help them with professional development and career
progression. The funding consists of up to $5,000 for
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study, backed by a further $5,000 to invest on-farm
or in professional development activities to help put
new skills into practice. Examples of eligible courses -
Diploma in Agriculture, human resources training,
business management courses, Diploma of
Agribusiness Management and a range of on-farm
technical training.

Each year 10-15 scholarships are awarded to young
farmers aged 35 or under In Victoria.

Applications close: 30 August 2017
More information and guidelines
visit vic.gov.au/youngfarmers or http://www.busines
s.vic.gov.au/support-for-your-business/grants-and-
assistance/young-farmers-scholarship-

program or http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/
food-and-fibre-industries/young-farmers/scholarship-
program

BHLG News

Nominations for BHLG Executive Committee.

Every group need reinvigoration to maintain its
energy and with the AGM coming up it is a great time
to become more involved in the BHLG.

Would you like to be part of the exciting team that
helps plan the regular events of the group? If so
please consider nominating for one of the positions
on the executive.

These are vacated annually at the AGM and
nominations are welcomed on the evening.

If you cannot attend the AGM but would like to
nominate someone or in turn put your own hand up,
please contact Kaye Rodden 0438317499 to register
your interest by 14" August.

Free seedlings for members

A range of indigenous plants grown by members at
the Barwon Water community garden are available
free to members. These are tube stock suited to the
Barrabool Hills, and are idea for planting out now or
in spring. For more information contact Jim Seager on
0409 935 700.

Group small grants

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group allocates funds to
assist members on a dollar-for-dollar basis in
environmental improvements.

VALE

Grants up to $500 per application for both programs
are still available for members. If you would like more
details on what types of activities are covered and
how to apply contact the group.

Equipment for loan to members

The Barrabool Hills Landcare spray unit, tree planters,
rabbit smoker and other equipment is available for
use by members:

400litre spray unit trailer mounted

2 Kidney tree buckets

2 Potti Putki Tree planters

2 Georges Tree planters

1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit
1 Rabbit Smoker

Members are requested to return all equipment to
Trevor promptly after use.

Contact Trevor Jones on 5265 6126.

Goodbye to some of the Hill’s history. Removal of old
pines in preparation of new indigenous plantings.

The Barrabool Hills Landcare community lost one of
its long standing supporters on 16" July, with the
sudden passing of June Champness at the wonderful
age of 89.

June and her husband, Len, own a property on Mt
Moriac and were regular attendees to our bimonthly
meetings.

Our deepest condolences to Len and the extended
Champness family.
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Some more of our Photographic Competition
Entries — get your photos in by 30t August!

Geoff Anson.

BARRABOOL HILLS

LANDCARE

“FLORA OF THE HILLS” PHOTOGRAPHIC
COMPETITION

Entries close August 31% for our competition to find the perfect image for the cover of the new
field guide for indigenous plants inthe Barrabool Hills.

This is a wonderful opportunity to contribute to a publication which will become the “go to”
reference for revegetation in the iconic “Hills”..... and perhaps beyond!

Entries can be sent by email to barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com.au

Guidelines:

:-Photographs can reflect any aspect of the Barrabool Hills e.g. flora,
fauna, landscape, history, people, farming.

:-Entrants will give approval for their photograph(s) to be used in the
Group's forthcoming Flora of the Barrabool Hills booklet, on the Barrabool
Hills Landcare Group’s (BHLG) web sites and in the BHLG newsletter.All
photographers will be acknowledged when photographs are used.
-Ownership of photos will remain with the photographer.

:Photos to be jpeg and at least 7 megapixels

-If your picture files are too large to email, you may lodge a memory stick
with your name and contact details in the Barrabool Hills letter box at 33
Ballanclea Rd. Barrabool. Photos will be judged by a selection committee
determined by the BHLG executive.

Award categories include:

e Photo using a camera
e Photo taken on a phone or tablet
e Photographer 15 years or younger.

There is a cash prize of $350 donated by Geelong’s own award-winning engineering company
Austeng, for the entry selected for the cover and also prizes for the individual winners of each of the
three categories.

The winning images will be mounted and auctioned at a dinner on October 27*" 2017 following the
official “launch” of the field guide. Community members who wish to attend the “launch” and/or
dinner please contact the Barrabool Hills Landcare Group on the above email address for further
details.

Teresa Moodie

For additional information, contact Kaye Rodden 0438317499

Robin Legge
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Kindly Printed and Supported by
ANDREW KATOS MP

Member for South Barwon

#5243 5222 = andrew.katos@parliament.vic.gov.au

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Send articles and photos to geoffanson@mac.com.

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space

allowing). Adds are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space

A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing the newsletter.




