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Attendees at the 2019 Corangamite Rural Women's Forum run by Corangamite CMA barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
What’s On.

Friday 5 April — The Friends of the Barwon community meeting — more information in this newsletter.

Saturday 27" April — Field day on farm water — how much do | need and how do | manage it — more

information on page 2.
June/July Date to be confirmed — Planting days to reinstate ephemeral wetland

August 21 — AGM Guest speaker Kenneth Harrison

A picture of some attractive fencing in the hills and also this issues ‘What bird is this?’ bird, clues to the
birds identity are later on in the newsletter. Photo by Tim Harte

Printed by Sarah Henderson MP, Federal Member for Corangamite
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WATER FOR YOUR FARM

What are your options?

FIELD DAY

SATURDAY 27™ April 2019
T T -

10am -3.30pm
“Murnong”
960 Inverleigh-Winchelsea Rd, Inverleigh
Light lunch provided

PRESENTATIONS FROM:

Clem Sturmfels ( AgVic)
Southern Rural Water
CCMA
Jim Seager
With a panel discussion to follow.

Water budgeting and costing of alternative water supply and infrastructure options —do | need a
dam?

Dam siting and construction — will it hold enough water and is it safe?

Water quality - why is this important and how to assess and influence it? Bring a sample along for
salinity testing.

Managing off stream watering — a win for the environment and for your stock

TO BOOK PLEASE CONTACT

Barrabool Hills Landcare Network — Kaye Rodden 0438317499 or nidgee @reachnet.com.au

And if you are coming... we will be outside for some of the time! So wet weather gear/sunscreen
/hats are imperative!

AGRICULTURE !“'!:ORIA |
@rfs HIRE
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Designing for wildlife. Like human families, plant families are remarkably

Creating windbreaks and shelterbelts that are different. Tree shape and size, leaves, flowers and
wildlife magnets is an exciting prospect. If you're fruit are all significantly unalike. These differences
planning to put a big effort into planting trees this are often adaptations to soil, climate and are often
winter-spring, then why not make them super- designed to attract more pollinators, a variety of
attractive to indigenous birds and insects. Not only insects and birds.

will planting your own wildlife sanctuary give you a Plant in clumps of the same species

whole lot of pleasure, it will also significantly reduce Now that we have the wildlife interested, let’s put
insect pests around the farm. out our brightly coloured sandwich board and invite
There are some simple design principles that will them in. Grouping plants of the same species

make a huge difference to how much wildlife you’ll together is like shining a spotlight onto our

attract into your plantation. plantation. Its how nature does it in the wild and its
Plant more families acts like a beacon to insects and birds.

We all know that diversity is important in For example, if we plant a group 20 River
plantations, but what does this word really mean. Bottlebrush along a creek, two to three rows wide,
The short answer is that including more plant when they all flower together, passing honeyeaters
families is the best way to ensure that your won’t be able to resist. They might even decide to
plantation is as diverse as it can be. stay if there are other food and shelter plants there
More wildlife will come if you include at least 7 plant as well.

families. Some examples of well-known plant
families are:

1. Myrtle (e.g. gums, bottlebrush, melaleucas
& teatrees)
Mimosa (e.g. wattles)
Casuarina (e.g. sheoaks)
Protea (e.g. banksias, hakeas, grevilleas)
Pittosporum (e.g. bursaria)
Violet (e.g. tree violet)
Citrus (e.g. correas, boronias)
Soapberry (e.g. hop bushes, mint-bushes)
Amaranth (e.g. saltbushes)
10. Conifer (e.g. cypress-pines)

© o NOU A WN

. o . i The showy flowers of the River Bottlebrush,

; . : Callistemon sieberi, attracts many Honey-
P : : : eaters, photo by Stephen Murphy
Plant wider
If you’re a bird, feeding in a narrow
shelterbelt is like dining ‘al fresco’ on a wet
windy day — its not much fun. To attract more
wildlife, we need to go wider, because then
the plantation offers more shelter to visiting
wildlife and to domestic stock. If your
plantation is between 4 to 8 rows wide, add a
couple more rows at least and make the outer
rows dense bushy shrubs. Adding more rows
is like moving inside that cosy restaurant. Its
more sheltered so you’re happy to stay and
enjoy the ambiance.

LTS me ol g 'l.i’*s;z% } A !
Woolly Tea-tree, Leptospermum /amqerum natura/ly
grouped on the Barwon River, photo by Stephen

Murphy
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Ecologists now recommend that corridors should be
at least 50 meters wide to provide adequate food
and shelter for migrating and sedentary wildlife. If
that’s way out of your comfort zone, consider adding
money making plants like small forestry plots into
wider plantations. Then you get to have your cake
and eat it too.

You can read more about ‘Revegetation — mimicking
nature’ and ‘Planting biodiversity for profit’ on the
recreating the country website February & March
2019 blogs.

Stephen Murphy

Sustainable Biorich Landscapes
www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog

In mid-October last year representatives of over 20
different organisations with connections to the
Barwon, Leigh and Moorabool Rivers met at
Provenance Wines in Fyansford to discuss whether
a Friends Group was an idea worth pursuing, and if
so, what type of group might it be, and what might
be its main functions and modus operandi.

An interim committee was nominated to further
consider these views and to present options to a
second community meeting early in 2019.

This Interim committee has met monthly since
October and developed a draft Constitution, logo,
communications strategy and plans for an official
launch. Tim Trottier and Kaye Rodden, from the
Barrabool Hills Landcare community were members
of this interim crew.

This is a very exciting time for our Barwon, and an
opportunity for us all to be more proactive in doing
something about its health and the health of all
those that depend on its life-giving water....

Our friends and neighbours, our native animals and
plants, those whose livelihood depends on the water
for domestic stock and crops to feed us, and those
who enjoy the recreational attributes of fishing,
rowing, canoeing and swimming in the river and its
tributaries.

The next and most important community meeting
to review the recommendations from the interim
committee and plan a way forward is on Friday 5™
April, 10am at Provenance Wines, Lower Papermills
Rd Fyansford, all welcome.

Kaye Rodden

If you have a small hobby/lifestyle farm or run a
larger farming operation there are many issues to
consider at this time of year.

\

A magnificent River Red Gum Eucalyptus
camaldulensis growing on the banks of the Barwon
River, photo by Kaye Rodden

Planning for the months ahead can help prevent
some problems while ensuring those important jobs
aren’t left to the last minute or forgotten.

Livestock - monitor sheep to prevent losses from
flystrike and pinkeye (from grass seeds) in sheep this
summer.

- Drench lambs at weaning and adult sheep at the
autumn break to reduce worm build up over wetter
months.

- A clean and reliable water supply is essential for
livestock heading into the warmer months. Make
sure young lambs can reach water in troughs and
avoid watering directly on dams especially as they
get low in water.

- Assess the need for supplementary feed
requirements. Feed testing hay or grain will help you
determine if stock is getting what they need.

- Be sure to introduce grain feeding gradually to
prevent deaths in livestock. High protein, mineral
and trace element blocks can help stock on dry feed.
- All properties with livestock need to have a
property identification code (PIC) and all lambs born
from January 2017 in Victoria must be tagged with
electronic ear tags. Contact department of
Agriculture for registration and orders.
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Prepare ewes and rams for joining, increasing
nutrition will result in better conception rates.

Sell any unproductive cows and fattened steers.
Drench and vaccinate cows prior to calving.

- Vaccinating young calves and lambs will prevent
loses

Pastures - Preparing paddocks for re-sowing to new
pastures this autumn.

Order seed and contact contractors if required.

- Soil testing & spreading fertilizer is best done prior
to autumn break.

- Check paddocks for Serrated Tussock and Chilean
Needle Grass. Treating these weeds while they can
be easily identified will reduce the need for control
prior to seeding.

- Control summer weeds such as thistles, to prevent
seeding and impact on livestock.

- Plan any spraying which might be required after
the autumn break such as capeweed control.
Controlling weeds when they are small reduces cost
and will significantly improve long term control.

- Spray woody weeds in the warmer
months such as Gorse, Blackberries,
Boxthorn, Galenia, Horehound etc. Using a
selective herbicide will reduce off target
damage to pastures which are needed to
replace weeds.

General - Follow up from the Barrabool
Hills rabbit baiting program, check need
for further baiting and destroy rabbit
warrens after baiting to avoid the same
problem next year.

- Are you planning to establish some

native plantations or need some
replacements for other plantations in
20197 The Barrabool Hills Landcare Group offers
small grants for native vegetation projects. Check
our Landcare groups website.

-The Barrabool Hills Landcare spray unit is available
for hire, contact Trevor Jones 0352656126.

- This is a good time to service spray units and other
equipment you will need to use when the autumn
break comes.

- Organise any contract works such as fencing,
sowing and spraying to make sure you don't miss
out.

- Fencing off dams and watering stock from troughs
will provide better quality water and prevent losses
from bogging and toxic water as dam water levels
get low. Don't forget to put the location of your
pipes etc. on a farm map. Come to our field day for
more info on water use efficiency on farms.

- Talk to your neighbours about joining the Landcare
group where they can meet other landholders and
find answers for many land management issues.

- Consider attending a field day, workshop or farm
tour to improve your management skills.

Jim Seager Agricultural Consultant

0409935700

The following equipment is owned by the Barrabool
Hills Landcare Group and is available for use by
members:

400 litre spray unit trailer mounted

2 Kidney tree buckets

1 Potti Putki Tree planters

2 Hamilton Tree planters

1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit

1 Rabbit Smoker (for non-culinary purposes)
Members are requested to return all equipment to
Trevor promptly after use.

Contact Trevor Jones on 5265 6126 or 0407 009 855.

ommon Correa, C. re[léxa, grouﬁb/anted in hen
Barrabool Hills, photo by Stephen Murphy

Executive Committee Report.

The group of 11 members of the executive met on
25" February for our now “traditional” Eat and Meet
gatherings, to plan for the year ahead and debrief on
another successful rabbit baiting program run by the

group.
The rabbit program was again successfully
negotiated, with the help of our Treasurer, Anthony
Jones, the hosts of our two “depots”, Judy and Brien
Cohn and Glenys and Barry Harvey, and our two
participating local government areas, Surf Coast
Shire and City of Greater Geelong, who assisted with
a mail out in their respective areas.

Seventy landholders participated, in this the 15™
year we have organised one, which included a
number of new participants, with some old hands
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actually decreasing the amount of bait ordered as
their rabbit survey conducted before ordering bait( a
practice | urge you all to do!) indicated that “rabbit
numbers were down” .

A project team, comprising Christa and Trevor Jones,
Jim Seager, Tim Trottier and Kaye Rodden, was also
established to run the Water Use Efficiency Field
Day. As you will see from the flier, this is shaping up
to be a great event, and will be very valuable for all
landholders in the Barrabool Hills to attend..... if you
use water...

A call for nominations to fill the temporary vacancy
for the second Barrabool Hills representative on the
Geelong Landcare Network executive, to support lan
Kelly, yielded no nominee from the wider
community, so it was agreed that Kaye Rodden
would fill this role until elections at our next AGM in
August.

The executive also started planning for the AGM and
discussed the stock of rabbit recipe books left and
how to maintain sales.... And with three sales this
week and a possible interest from the National
Trust, it is possible we will need to look at a third
printing!

We also authorised the final transfer of all banking
from the National Bank to Bendigo Bank, and the
closing of the National Bank account. This was an
action from the 2018 AGM. The staff at the Bendigo
Bank have been very helpful.

A huge thank you to all the executive members of
the group who continue to show such enthusiasm
for our program and the community it supports.
Kaye Rodden

The bird in the February newsletter was a Peaceful
dove (Geopelia placida), a relatively small pigeon
found in scrublands, woodlands, watercourses, on
the edge of rainforests and in urban gardens.
Peaceful doves feed mainly on small seeds of grasses
and sometimes small insects and need to drink at
least twice a day, so water availability is very
important for this native species. Peaceful doves
occur in all states of Australia except Tasmania and
contrary to their name are very aggressive to other
birds when breeding (Source Wikipedia & Birds in
Backyards).

The picture of the mystery bird is on front page.

This little bird lives in grassland in the Hills, it is quite
curious and very much likes to perch on fence lines
or posts in order to observe interesting looking

humans in its territory. Email the newsletter editor
with your ‘what bird is this?” answer, the first person
to answer correctly will have their name published in
the next newsletter.

Tim Harte

Feral Feast News

ABC Rural recently posted about our recipe book on

Facebook!
ABC Rural
wrunl 9 hrs- @

31 %, What's your favorite rabbit recipe?

A Victorian Landcare group from the Barrabool Hills, near Geelong have
created a cookbook with all the recipes featuring rabbit as the main
ingredient.

President Kaye Rodden 52651241
nidgee@reachnet.com.au

Vice President  Jim Seager 0409 935 700
ejimseager@bigpond.com

Secretary Joan Anson 0407 305 966
joan.e.anson@gmail.com

Treasurer Anthony Jones 0419 894 098
anthony@bijc.id.au

Newsletter Tim Harte 0431601 529
balletcadet@gmail.com

GIS mapping Geoff Anson 0418 324 632
geoffanson@mac.com

Equipment Trevor Jones 0407 009 855

Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
Facebook: barraboolhillslandcare

Instagram: barraboolhillslandcaregroup

Web site: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter
are welcomed. Send articles and photos to Tim Harte (balletcadet@gmail.com), deadline for next issue is

18/05/19

Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space
allowing). Ads. are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space
A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing the newsletter.
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