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Barrabool	
  Hills	
  Landcare	
  Group	
  information	
  stall	
  at	
  Bannockburn	
  market.	
   	
   	
  
	
  

Forthcoming	
  events.	
  

April	
  14th	
  	
   Tues.	
   Tree	
  propagation.	
  See	
  information	
  later	
  in	
  the	
  newsletter.	
  

April	
  15TH	
  	
   Wed.	
   Barrabool	
  Hills	
  Landcare	
  Group	
  Film	
  Night	
  	
  FULLY	
  BOOKED	
  OUT	
  
April	
  21st	
  	
   Tues.	
   Tree	
  propagation.	
  

April	
  15th-­‐	
  19th	
  	
  Wed.	
  –	
  Sun.	
   Barwon	
  River	
  Walk	
  –Stage	
  2.	
  See	
  article	
  later	
  in	
  the	
  newsletter	
  

May	
  6th	
  	
   Wed.	
   Corangamite	
   Rural	
   Women’s	
   event.	
   Marcus	
   Hill	
   Vineyard.	
   	
   Free	
   event,	
   lunch	
  
provided.	
  For	
  details	
  contact	
  Karen	
  O’Keefe	
  (karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au)	
  or	
  see	
  the	
  Barrabool	
  Hills	
  website	
  

June	
  17th	
  	
  	
   Wed.	
   Sustainable	
  Management	
  of	
  Land	
  -­‐	
  grazing	
  horses.	
  Karen	
  O’Keefe.	
  For	
  those	
  who	
  
are	
  currently	
  battling	
  summer	
  weeds	
   in	
  paddocks	
  housing	
  horses,	
   this	
   is	
  a	
  must	
  attend.	
  Time	
  and	
  venue	
   in	
   the	
  
next	
  Newsletter.	
  

August	
  19th	
  	
   Wed.	
   	
  AGM	
  with	
   rabbits	
   on	
   the	
  menu.	
   Start	
   collecting	
   recipes	
   for	
   cooking	
  wild	
   rabbit-­‐	
  
send	
  to	
  Kaye.	
  

October	
  21st	
  	
   Wed.	
  	
   Sustainable	
  Farm	
  Management.	
  More	
  details	
  in	
  next	
  newsletter	
  

	
  

Flora	
  of	
  the	
  “Hills”	
  

The	
   second	
   in	
   the	
   series	
  of	
  Stephen	
  Murphy’s	
   articles	
   about	
   the	
   flora	
  of	
   the	
  Barrabool	
  Hills	
   follows.	
  Stephen,	
  
from	
   Treehome	
  Nursery,	
   Teesdale,	
   has	
   been	
   a	
   nurseryman	
   for	
   30	
   years	
   and	
   is	
   the	
   author	
   of	
   ‘Recreating	
   the	
  
Country’	
  	
  A	
  blueprint	
  for	
  the	
  design	
  of	
  sustainable	
  landscapes.	
  

In	
  this	
  instance	
  Stephen	
  discusses	
  our	
  beautiful	
  Casuarinas.	
  To	
  walk	
  through	
  a	
  copse	
  of	
  these	
  trees	
  with	
  the	
  wind	
  
singing	
  through	
  the	
  foliage	
  is	
  true	
  music.	
  

Don’t	
  forget	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  keen	
  to	
  hear	
  from	
  anyone	
  who	
  knows	
  of	
  tree	
  and	
  shrub	
  remnants	
  in	
  the	
  Barrabool	
  Hills	
  
so	
  they	
  can	
  be	
  recorded.	
  If	
  the	
  landholder	
  is	
  interested,	
  funding	
  can	
  be	
  sourced	
  to	
  protect	
  them	
  and	
  help	
  them	
  
regenerate.  
(Kaye	
  Rodden)	
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Indigenous	
  plants	
  of	
  the	
  Barrabool	
  Hills.	
  	
  	
  

Part	
  2	
  –	
  Trees	
  without	
  leaves	
  	
  

It’s	
   a	
   warm	
   spring	
   day	
   and	
   I’ve	
   strayed	
   off	
   the	
  
beaten	
   track	
   to	
   check	
   out	
   a	
   wildflower	
   growing	
   in	
  
the	
  shade	
  of	
  a	
  Drooping	
  Sheoak.	
  The	
  litter	
  of	
  golden	
  
needles	
   strewn	
  about	
  under	
   the	
   tree	
  makes	
   it	
   easy	
  
to	
   spot	
   the	
   beautiful	
   yellow	
   flowering	
   Cut-­‐leaf	
  
Goodenia	
   growing	
   at	
   its	
   base.	
   	
   A	
   Willie	
   Wagtail	
  
breaks	
   the	
   perfect	
   silence	
   with	
   a	
   crack	
   of	
   its	
   beak	
  
and	
   I’m	
   startled	
   before	
   I	
   realise	
   there's	
   nothing	
   to	
  
fear.	
   This	
   brave	
   little	
   bird	
   has	
   seen	
  me	
   as	
   a	
   threat	
  
and	
   an	
   intruder	
   near	
   its	
   nest	
   just	
   a	
   meter	
   or	
   so	
  
above	
   my	
   head.	
   I	
   take	
   the	
   hint	
   and	
   move	
   on,	
   not	
  
wanting	
  to	
  distress	
  it	
  any	
  further.	
  

Sheoaks	
   have	
   been	
   around	
   a	
   long	
   time	
   and	
   their	
  
history	
   can	
  be	
   traced	
  back	
  beyond	
  70	
  million	
   years	
  
to	
  before	
   insects	
  evolved	
  on	
  planet	
  earth.	
  They	
  still	
  
use	
   the	
   pollinating	
   system	
   that	
   sustained	
   them	
   in	
  
ancient	
   times,	
   allowing	
   wind	
   to	
   spread	
   the	
   pollen	
  
from	
   the	
  male	
   to	
   the	
   females	
   trees.	
   This	
   ability	
   to	
  
survive	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  today	
  as	
  a	
  toughness	
  that	
  makes	
  
them	
   very	
   important	
   for	
   revegetation	
   work	
   in	
   dry	
  
exposed	
  areas	
  and	
  is	
  demonstrated	
  by	
  their	
  dogged	
  
endurance	
   on	
   roadsides	
  where	
   nothing	
   else	
   is	
   able	
  
to	
  persist.	
  	
  

The	
  Drooping	
  Sheoak	
  (Allocasuarina	
  verticillata)	
  is	
  a	
  
very	
  distinctive	
  and	
  graceful	
  small	
  tree	
  though	
  many	
  
people	
   are	
   indifferent	
   to	
   their	
   charms	
   and	
   have	
   to	
  
be	
   convinced	
   to	
   include	
   them	
   in	
   plantations.	
   The	
  
timeless	
   whisper	
   of	
   the	
   breeze	
   through	
   their	
  
pendulous	
  vegetation,	
  their	
  rough	
  barked	
  buttressed	
  
trunks	
   and	
   their	
   grey	
   pine-­‐like	
   foliage	
   called	
  
branchlets	
  make	
   then	
   distinctly	
   Australian.	
   You	
   can	
  
distinguish	
   them	
   from	
   other	
   sheoaks	
   by	
   the	
   large	
  
bantam	
   egg	
   sized	
   cones	
   that	
   grow	
   on	
   the	
   female	
  
trees	
   and	
   the	
   long	
   catkins	
   that	
   turn	
   the	
  male	
   trees	
  
yellow	
  to	
  bronze	
   in	
   the	
  winter	
  months.	
  However,	
   it	
  
seems	
   to	
   the	
  average	
  person	
  Drooping	
  Sheoaks	
  are	
  
a	
   bit	
   like	
   the	
   Collingwood	
   football	
   club,	
   you	
   either	
  
love	
  ’em	
  or	
  you	
  hate	
  ‘em..	
  	
  

In	
   a	
   Grassy	
   Woodland,	
   5	
   -­‐	
   10	
   m	
   trees	
   like	
   the	
  
Drooping	
  Sheoak	
  provide	
  the	
  important	
  understorey	
  
layer	
   that	
   smaller	
   birds	
   and	
   mammals	
   need,	
   to	
  
screen	
   them	
   from	
   aerial	
   predators	
   like	
   the	
   Brown	
  
Falcon	
   and	
   that	
   farmers	
   need	
   to	
   provide	
   medium	
  

level	
   shelter	
   for	
   stock	
   from	
   the	
   cold	
   winter	
   winds.	
  
They	
   are	
   also	
   a	
   useful	
   small	
   paddock	
   tree	
   as	
   they	
  
provide	
   dappled	
   shade	
   and	
   welcome	
   browsing	
   for	
  
stock	
  in	
  the	
  dry	
  months	
  when	
  pasture	
  grasses	
  are	
  in	
  
short	
  supply.	
  

The	
  smaller	
  Black	
  Sheoak	
  (Allocasuarina	
  littoralis)	
   is	
  
a	
   very	
   versatile	
   tree	
   and	
   can	
   be	
   used	
   for	
  
landscaping,	
   windbreaks	
   and	
   revegetation	
   works	
  
where	
   it’s	
   not	
   too	
   exposed	
   and	
   dry.	
   Less	
   common	
  
than	
   the	
  Drooping	
   Sheoak,	
   its	
   upright	
   ‘radiata	
   pine	
  
like’	
   habit	
  makes	
   it	
   very	
   recognisable	
   on	
   roadsides.	
  
Though	
   don’t	
  mistake	
   it	
   for	
   its	
   distant	
   cousin	
   from	
  
the	
   northern	
   States,	
   the	
   suckering	
   Swamp	
   Sheoak	
  
(Casuarina	
  glauca)	
   that	
  has	
  been	
  very	
   successful	
  on	
  
the	
  heavy	
  soils	
  of	
  the	
  basalt	
  plains.	
  	
  

The	
   female	
   of	
   the	
   Black	
   Sheoak	
   has	
   small	
   cones	
  
about	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  an	
  olive	
  and	
  the	
  male	
  catkins	
  turn	
  
the	
  trees	
  a	
  beautiful	
  burgundy	
  to	
  bronze.	
  It	
  seems	
  to	
  
be	
   a	
   favourite	
   with	
   the	
   handsome	
   White-­‐eared	
  
Honeyeater	
  which	
  feed	
  on	
  the	
  insects	
  found	
  around	
  
Black	
  Sheoak	
  and	
  Manna	
  Gum	
  communities	
  growing	
  
in	
  the	
  Inverleigh	
  Nature	
  Conservation	
  Reserve.	
  

White	
   Cypress-­‐pine	
   (Callitris	
   glaucophylla)	
   are	
  
common	
  in	
  the	
  north	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  but	
  they	
  are	
  very	
  
rare	
   locally	
   with	
   only	
   one	
  mature	
   tree	
   surviving	
   at	
  
Dog	
  Rocks	
  Sanctuary	
  and	
  some	
  others	
  on	
   the	
  Leigh	
  
River	
   near	
   Shelford.	
   Their	
   slender,	
   elegant	
   upright	
  
habit	
   and	
   green-­‐grey	
   foliage	
   make	
   them	
   a	
   better	
  
visual	
   fit	
   in	
   a	
   Tuscan	
   landscape	
   than	
   the	
   Barrabool	
  
Hills,	
   but	
   remarkably	
   they	
   were	
   here.	
   There's	
   is	
  
another	
  amazing	
  story	
  of	
  survival	
  and	
  endurance	
  for	
  
a	
  relic	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  ice-­‐age	
  when	
  southern	
  Victoria	
  had	
  
a	
  much	
  drier	
  climate.	
  	
  	
  

Fortunately	
   	
   the	
   White	
   Cypress	
   Pine	
   is	
   making	
   a	
  
comeback	
  at	
  Dog	
  Rocks	
  Sanctuary	
  and	
  at	
  a	
  property	
  
near	
  Ceres	
  where	
  it	
  is	
  being	
  planted	
  in	
  an	
  arboretum	
  
to	
  protect	
   it	
   from	
   local	
  extinction.	
  This	
   is	
  without	
  a	
  
doubt	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  toughest	
  trees	
  you’ll	
  ever	
  plant	
  and	
  
it	
  will	
  thrive	
  in	
  the	
  driest	
  most	
  exposed	
  positions.	
  It’s	
  
a	
   favourite	
  with	
   Galahs	
   and	
   Cockatoos	
  who	
   savour	
  
the	
  small	
  cones	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  small	
  birds	
  that	
  feel	
  safe	
  in	
  
its	
  dense	
  needle-­‐like	
  but	
  soft	
  foliage.	
  

(Stephen	
  Murphy)	
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Drooping	
  Sheoak	
  (above)	
  and	
  cone	
  (right)	
  

	
  

	
  
Male	
  Black	
  Sheoak	
  (above)	
  and	
  cone	
  (right)	
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White	
   Cyprus	
   Pine	
   (above)	
   and	
   cone	
   (below)

	
  

Serrated	
  Tussock	
  

Over	
   20	
   years	
   ago	
   our	
   Barrabool	
   Hills	
   community	
  
came	
   together	
   to	
   battle	
   the	
   spread	
   of	
   serrated	
  
tussock	
   across	
   our	
   landscape.	
   It	
   was	
   in	
   effect	
   the	
  
reason	
  this	
  landcare	
  group	
  formed.	
  

In	
  those	
  twenty	
  years	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  some	
  success	
   in	
  
limiting	
  this	
  weed,	
  which	
   in	
  Corangamite	
   is	
  deemed	
  
by	
  the	
  State	
  Government	
  as	
  a	
  weed	
  to	
  be	
  “regionally	
  
controlled”.	
   However	
   we	
   have	
   all	
   learnt	
   that	
   we	
  
need	
  to	
  be	
  vigilant.	
  Each	
  SINGLE	
  flowering	
  plant	
  can	
  
produce	
   tens	
   of	
   thousands	
   of	
   wind	
   born	
   seeds,	
  
which	
  catch	
  in	
  fences,	
  gates	
  and	
  other	
  plants,	
  ready	
  
to	
  germinate	
  when	
  the	
  conditions	
  are	
  ripe.	
  

This	
  season	
  has	
  been	
  perfect	
  for	
  the	
  germination	
  of	
  
serrated	
   tussock	
   and	
   the	
   easily	
   identified	
   rough	
  
green	
  plants	
  are	
  very	
  obvious	
  in	
  the	
  dry	
  pasture.	
  

Now	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  spray	
  or	
  dig	
  out	
  your	
  tussock.	
  

All	
   landholders	
   need	
   to	
   take	
   responsibility	
   for	
  
controlling	
   	
  serrated	
  tussock	
  on	
  their	
  property	
  and	
  
limit	
  the	
  spread	
  of	
  seed	
  to	
  neighbouring	
  properties.	
  

If	
   you	
   see	
   some	
   on	
   your	
   neighbour’s	
   place,	
   have	
   a	
  
talk	
  to	
  them	
  about	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  the	
  weed,	
  
so	
  that	
  the	
  movement	
  of	
  the	
  seed	
  from	
  property	
  to	
  
property	
  can	
  be	
  restricted.	
  

If	
   you	
   need	
   help	
   in	
   identifying	
   this	
   weed	
   or	
  
information	
   about	
   the	
   best	
   treatments,	
   please	
  
contact	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  executive.	
  

Currently	
   there	
   is	
   a	
   targeted	
   serrated	
   tussock	
  
extension	
  program	
  in	
  the	
  north	
  western	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  
Barrabool	
   Hills.	
   The	
   first	
   stage	
   is	
   focussed	
   on	
  
Inverleigh	
   South	
   to	
   Pollocksford	
   Road,	
   between	
  
Gnarwarre	
  Road	
  and	
   the	
  Barwon	
  River.	
   If	
   you	
  have	
  
any	
   questions	
   about	
   this	
   program,	
   please	
   contact	
  
Mandy	
  Coulson,	
  0488526123.	
  

	
  
Serrated	
  tussock	
  growing	
  in	
  Sheoak	
  plantation	
  



	
  

April	
  2015	
  
	
  	
  

	
   	
  
	
  

	
  Site	
   Visit	
   to	
   Merrawarp	
   Road	
   Bridge/	
   Barwon	
  
River	
  –	
  “Vic	
  Roads”	
  site	
  

In	
  February	
  Kaye	
  Rodden	
  and	
  Geoff	
  Anson	
  met	
  with	
  
representatives	
   from	
  Vic	
   Roads	
   	
   on	
   land	
   that	
   abuts	
  
the	
  Merrawarp	
  Bridge	
  on	
   the	
   southern	
  bank	
  of	
   the	
  
Barwon	
   River.	
   This	
   site,	
   approximately	
   2	
   ha,	
   is	
  
managed	
   by	
   Vic	
   Roads,	
   and	
   is	
   one	
   of	
   only	
   two	
  
significant	
   public	
   land	
   sites	
   in	
   the	
   Barrabool	
   Hills	
  
region	
   (the	
   other	
   is	
   opposite	
   the	
   Gnarwarre	
   Fire	
  
station	
   on	
   Barrabool	
   Road	
   and	
   is	
  managed	
   by	
   Surf	
  
Coast	
  Shire).	
  

This	
   is	
  one	
  of	
   the	
   few	
  sites	
  on	
   the	
  Barwon	
  close	
   to	
  
Geelong	
   that	
   can	
   be	
   easily	
   accessed	
   by	
   the	
   public,	
  
and	
   it	
   is	
   used	
   recreationally	
   for	
   launching	
   canoes,	
  
fishing	
  and	
  swimming	
  etc.	
  (See	
  right)	
  

For	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   years	
   Landcare	
   members	
   and	
  
others	
   in	
   the	
   community,	
   including	
   the	
   CFA,	
   have	
  
been	
   concerned	
   about	
   the	
   rampant	
   vegetation	
   and	
  
weeds	
   and	
   the	
   increasing	
   abuse	
   of	
   the	
   site	
   by	
   the	
  
public,	
   including	
   illegal	
   dumping	
   of	
   rubbish	
   and	
   car	
  
access	
   and	
   the	
   lighting	
   of	
   camp	
   and	
   other	
   fires.	
  	
  	
  
There	
  was	
  clear	
  evidence	
  of	
   significant	
   fires	
  around	
  
the	
  bridge	
  piers.	
  	
  

Rubbish	
  left	
  in	
  the	
  road	
  reserve.	
  

A	
  number	
  of	
  instances	
  of	
  camp	
  fires	
  being	
  lit	
  on	
  the	
  
site	
   during	
   extreme	
   fire	
   weather	
   conditions,	
   have	
  
also	
  been	
  reported.	
  	
  

We	
  met	
  with	
  VicRoads	
  representatives	
  to	
  discuss	
   in	
  
the	
   first	
   instance	
   their	
   current	
   PPA	
   management	
  
program	
  along	
  Merrawarp	
  Road,	
  which	
  includes	
  this	
  
site,	
   and	
   also	
   discussed	
   how	
   the	
   landcare	
  
community	
   could	
   work	
   with	
   Vic	
   Roads	
   to	
   help	
  
manage	
  the	
  site	
  and	
  minimise	
  the	
  current	
  abuse.	
  

There	
   were	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   suggestions	
   discussed.	
  
These	
  included:-­‐	
  

• VicRoads	
  and	
  the	
  landcare	
  community	
  
develop	
  a	
  partnership	
  agreement	
  to	
  enable	
  	
  

• the	
  community	
  to	
  “work”	
  on	
  the	
  site	
  legally.	
  
• The	
  landcare	
  community	
  	
  and	
  Vic	
  Roads,	
  

jointly	
  apply	
  for	
  a	
  grant	
  to	
  provide	
  funds	
  for	
  
management	
  of	
  the	
  site,	
  by	
  either	
  the	
  
community	
  and/or	
  volunteers.	
  

• Fencing	
  off	
  the	
  site	
  to	
  restrict	
  all	
  public	
  access,	
  
with	
  VicRoads	
  maintaining	
  the	
  security	
  of	
  the	
  
fence	
  and	
  all	
  vegetation	
  management	
  in	
  line	
  
with	
  Surf	
  Coast	
  Shire	
  requirements	
  

• Vic	
  Roads	
  leasing	
  the	
  site	
  to	
  private	
  interests	
  
or	
  perhaps	
  a	
  community	
  group,	
  or	
  the	
  Shire,	
  
with	
  the	
  responsibility	
  for	
  management	
  being	
  
transferred.	
  

Barwon	
  River	
  at	
  Merriwarp	
  Road.	
  

We	
  are	
  waiting	
  to	
  hear	
  back	
  from	
  VicRoads.	
  	
  

Vic	
   Roads	
   advised	
   that	
   they	
   would	
   act	
   if	
   dumped	
  
rubbish	
   was	
   reported.	
   VicRoads	
   also	
   advised	
   that	
  
routine	
   weed	
   management	
   and	
   rabbit	
   control	
   was	
  
scheduled	
  for	
  the	
  site	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks.	
  

Members	
  are	
  encouraged	
  to	
  report	
  any	
  instances	
  of	
  
dumped	
  rubbish	
  by	
  ringing	
  131170.	
  

Kaye	
  Rodden	
  and	
  Geoff	
  Anson	
  

Barrabool	
   Hills	
   Landcare	
   Group	
   Executive	
  
Meeting	
  

The	
   full	
   executive	
   met	
   to	
   discuss	
   the	
   recently	
  
completed	
   rabbit	
   baiting	
   program	
   and	
   plan	
   for	
   the	
  
year	
  ahead.	
  

An	
   opportunity	
   for	
   funding	
   support	
   from	
   the	
  
Geelong	
   Landcare	
   Network/Surf	
   Coast	
   and	
   Inland	
  
Plains	
  Network	
  for	
  destruction	
  of	
  rabbit	
  warrens	
  and	
  
harbor	
  was	
  discussed	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  agreed	
  that.	
  Due	
  to	
  
the	
   urgency	
   of	
   lodging	
   an	
   application	
   (before	
   30th	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

March),	
   we	
   would	
   submit	
   a	
   group	
   bid	
   for	
   funding,	
  
and	
  if	
  successful	
  then	
  call	
  for	
  expressions	
  of	
  interest	
  
from	
  the	
  community	
  

The	
   executive	
   discussed	
   the	
   concerning	
   increase	
   in	
  
serrated	
  tussock	
  after	
  the	
  summer	
  rain,	
  and	
  agreed	
  
to	
  include	
  an	
  item	
  in	
  the	
  newsletter	
  about	
  the	
  need	
  
to	
  vigilant	
  and	
  “	
  neighbourly”	
  and	
  control	
  the	
  weed.	
  	
  

The	
   significance	
   of	
   hosting	
   Stage	
   3	
   of	
   the	
   Barwon	
  
River	
  Walk	
  in	
  our	
  region	
  next	
  year	
  was	
  discussed	
  and	
  
it	
   was	
   agreed	
   that	
   it	
   was	
   a	
   great	
   opportunity	
   to	
  
showcase	
  all	
  the	
  hard	
  work	
  our	
  members	
  have	
  done	
  
to	
  look	
  after	
  this	
  stretch	
  of	
  the	
  river.	
  It	
  was	
  decided	
  
that	
   we	
   would	
   plan	
   to	
   include	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   group	
  
activities	
   during	
   the	
   event,	
   including	
   a	
   BBQ	
   and	
  
guest	
  presenters.	
  

The	
   group	
   was	
   rostered	
   to	
   man	
   the	
   Geelong	
  
Landcare	
  Network	
  stall	
  at	
   the	
  Golden	
  Plains	
  Market	
  
in	
   March	
   and	
   Ian	
   Kelly	
   	
   and	
   Brent	
   Rodden	
   ably	
  
represented	
   Barrabool	
   Hills	
   Landcare,	
   with	
  
brochures,	
   trees	
   from	
   the	
   community	
   nursery	
   and	
  
sample	
   serrated	
   tussock	
   and	
   Chilean	
   needle	
   grass	
  
plants	
   to	
   aid	
   in	
   identification.	
   Ian	
   reported	
   that	
   it	
  
was	
  a	
  worthwhile	
  endeavour	
  and	
  recommended	
  our	
  
continued	
   involvement	
   when	
   next	
   rostered	
   in	
  
September.	
  

Kaye	
  reported	
  on	
  recent	
  discussions	
  with	
  Surf	
  Coast	
  
Shire	
   about	
   removal	
   of	
   the	
   prickly	
   pear	
   patch	
   on	
  
Pollocksford	
   Road	
   and	
   the	
   possibility	
   of	
   partnering	
  
with	
   the	
   shire	
   and	
  others	
   in	
   an	
   upcoming	
   	
   “rabbit“	
  	
  
feature	
  event	
  .	
  

The	
   executive	
   supported	
   the	
   new	
   “membership	
  
process”	
   and	
   a	
   working	
   party	
   agreed	
   to	
   develop	
   a	
  
computerised	
   data	
   management	
   system	
   to	
  
streamline	
   membership	
   invoicing	
   and	
   recording.	
  
Hopefully	
   to	
   be	
   implemented	
   in	
   the	
   next	
   financial	
  
year	
  	
  

Farm	
  planning	
  check	
  list	
  

April	
  2015	
  

If	
   you	
   have	
   a	
   small	
   hobby/lifestyle	
   farm	
   or	
   run	
   a	
  
larger	
   farming	
   operation	
   there	
   are	
   many	
   issues	
   to	
  
consider	
  at	
  this	
  time	
  of	
  year.	
  	
  

Planning	
   for	
   the	
   months	
   ahead	
   can	
   help	
   prevent	
  
some	
  problems	
  while	
  ensuring	
  those	
  important	
  jobs	
  
aren’t	
  left	
  to	
  the	
  last	
  minute	
  or	
  forgotten.	
  

Livestock	
  

-­‐	
   2nd	
   summer	
   drenching	
   sheep	
   should	
   be	
   done	
  
before	
  or	
  at	
   the	
  autumn	
  break	
  to	
  prevent	
  the	
  build	
  
up	
  of	
  worms	
  over	
  the	
  wetter	
  months.	
  

-­‐	
  the	
  best	
  time	
  to	
  treat	
  sheep	
  for	
  lice	
  is	
  at	
  shearing	
  

-­‐	
  Joining	
  ewes	
  for	
  spring	
  lambing	
  

-­‐	
   Supplementary	
   feeding	
   should	
   continue	
   into	
  
autumn	
  until	
  livestock	
  have	
  had	
  time	
  to	
  adjust	
  to	
  the	
  
change	
  to	
  green	
  feed.	
  

-­‐	
  Check	
  fodder	
  reserves	
  for	
  winter	
  feeding	
  of	
  cattle	
  

-­‐	
   Plan	
   to	
   sell	
   excess	
   livestock	
  before	
  winter,	
   ensure	
  
all	
   stock	
   have	
   NLIS	
   ear	
   tags	
   prior	
   to	
   sale	
   and	
   you	
  
have	
  the	
  latest	
  vendor	
  declaration	
  version.	
  

-­‐	
  Vaccinating	
  summer	
  and	
  autumn	
  calves	
  with	
  5	
  in	
  1	
  
vaccine.	
  

-­‐	
   Monitor	
   water	
   supply	
   for	
   quality	
   as	
   algal	
   blooms	
  
and	
   contamination	
   can	
   be	
   fatal	
   as	
   water	
   levels	
   in	
  
dams	
   gets	
   low	
   and	
   high	
   salinity	
   levels	
   can	
   impact	
  
production.	
  

-­‐	
  Consider	
  pregnancy	
   testing	
   joined	
   livestock	
   to	
  cull	
  
those	
  not	
  pregnant	
  	
  and	
  provide	
  better	
  management	
  
of	
  nutrition.	
  

Pastures	
  

-­‐	
   Sowing	
   new	
   pastures	
   in	
   2015,	
   order	
   seed	
   and	
  
contact	
   contractor	
   if	
   required.	
   Allow	
   a	
   good	
  
germination	
   of	
   weeds	
   before	
   spraying	
   out	
   prior	
   to	
  
sowing	
  new	
  pasture.	
  

-­‐Spreading	
   Fertilizer	
   prior	
   to	
   Autumn	
   break	
   will	
  
increase	
  winter	
  feed	
  production.	
  Split	
  applications	
  in	
  
autumn	
   and	
   spring	
   can	
   be	
   beneficial	
   on	
   sandy	
   soil	
  
types.	
  

-­‐Noxious	
  weed	
  control;	
  check	
  paddocks	
  for	
  serrated	
  
tussock,	
   spray	
   or	
   remove	
   now	
   and	
   plan	
   to	
   check	
  
paddocks	
  again	
  in	
  early	
  spring.	
  

-­‐	
  Get	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  is	
  growing	
  in	
  your	
  paddocks.	
  

-­‐	
   Monitor	
   new	
   and	
   2013	
   sown	
   pastures	
   for	
   Red	
  
legged	
  earth	
  mite,	
  slugs	
  etc	
  and	
  treat	
   if	
   required	
  to	
  
prevent	
  the	
  risk	
  of	
  clover	
  damage.	
  

-­‐	
   It	
   is	
   important	
   to	
   actively	
   manage	
   your	
   existing	
  
pastures	
   as	
   this	
  will	
   help	
  maintain	
   productivity	
   and	
  
reduce	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  resow.	
  

-­‐	
   Pasture	
   spraying,	
   eg	
   Capeweed	
   and	
   grass	
   weeds	
  
should	
  be	
  done	
  when	
   they	
  are	
   small,	
   requiring	
   less	
  
chemical	
  and	
  will	
  allow	
  desirable	
  plants	
  to	
  establish.	
  

-­‐Now	
   is	
   the	
   time	
   to	
   spray	
  Gorse,	
   before	
   the	
   cooler	
  
months	
   and	
   to	
   prevent	
   seeding.	
   Use	
   a	
   selective	
  
herbicide	
   where	
   possible	
   to	
   remove	
   weeds	
   from	
  
pastures.	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

-­‐	
   Make	
   sure	
   you	
   read	
   the	
   chemical	
   label,	
   stick	
   to	
  
withholding	
   periods	
   and	
   keep	
   a	
   record	
   of	
   any	
  
chemical	
  use.	
  

General	
  

-­‐	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  plan	
  what	
  you	
  need	
  or	
  want	
  to	
  do	
  
on	
   your	
   farm	
   before	
   you	
   start.	
   This	
   will	
   save	
   you	
  
time	
   and	
   money	
   while	
   ensuring	
   you	
   enjoy	
   the	
  
experience.	
  This	
  can	
  start	
  even	
  before	
  you	
  purchase	
  
a	
  farm.	
  

-­‐Organise	
   any	
   fencing,	
   rabbit	
   warren	
   ripping	
   and	
  
tree	
   planting	
   projects,	
   contact	
   contractors,	
   order	
  
trees	
  etc	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Start	
  site	
  preparation	
  for	
  tree	
  planting.	
  Ripping	
  tree	
  
lines	
   should	
   be	
   done	
  while	
   ground	
   is	
   dry	
   and	
   then	
  
spray	
   sites	
   once	
   pastures	
   have	
   germinated.	
   Order	
  
trees	
  and	
  guards	
  as	
  required.	
  

-­‐	
   Service	
   and	
   calibrate	
   spraying	
   equipment.	
   If	
   you	
  
plan	
   to	
   use	
   the	
   landcare	
   groups	
   spray	
   unit	
   contact	
  
Neville	
  Trotter	
  0428811009	
  

-­‐	
   Clean	
   out	
   gutters	
   and	
   check	
   buildings	
   for	
   leaks.	
  
Maintaining	
   buildings	
   will	
   prevent	
   damage	
   from	
  
wind	
  and	
  rain.	
  

-­‐	
   Organise	
   any	
   contract	
   works	
   planned	
   for	
   this	
  
Autumn/Winter	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  you	
  don't	
  miss	
  out.	
  

-­‐	
  Talk	
  to	
  your	
  neighbours	
  about	
  joining	
  the	
  Landcare	
  
group	
  where	
   they	
   can	
  meet	
   other	
   landholders	
   and	
  
take	
   advantage	
   of	
   community	
   events	
   such	
   as	
   field	
  
days,	
   pasture	
   &	
   river	
   walks	
   and	
   funding	
  
opportunities.	
  

Jim	
  Seager	
  Agricultural	
  Consultant	
  

0409935700	
  

The	
  Big	
  River	
  Walk	
  –	
  second	
  leg.	
  	
  

From	
  Birregurra	
  to	
  Inverleigh,	
  April	
  15-­‐19	
  2015	
  

You	
  will	
   remember	
   that	
   in	
   the	
   June	
   newsletter	
   last	
  
year	
  we	
  reported	
  on	
  this	
  	
  ambitious	
  project	
  to	
  	
  

“WALK	
  THE	
  BARWON,	
  FROM	
  SOURCE	
  TO	
  MOUTH”	
  

A	
   brain	
   child	
   of	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   Upper	
   Barwon	
  
Landcare	
   Network,	
   last	
   year	
   the	
   first	
   leg	
   of	
   this	
  
journey	
   was	
   achieved.	
   Twenty	
   intrepid	
   walkers,	
  
mainly	
   local	
   landcare	
   members	
   took	
   three	
   days	
   to	
  
walk	
   the	
   approx	
   43km	
   first	
   leg	
   of	
   the	
   'Big	
   River	
  
Walk"	
   -­‐	
   along	
   the	
   Barwon	
   River	
   from	
   its	
   eastern	
  
branch	
   headwaters	
   at	
   the	
   top	
   of	
   the	
   Otways,	
   to	
  
Birregurra.	
  	
  

The	
   journey	
   continues	
   this	
   year	
   over	
   5	
   days	
   from	
  
April	
   15th-­‐19th.	
   Commencing	
   in	
   Birregurra	
   and	
  
ending	
  at	
  the	
  Inverleigh	
  Pub.	
  

If	
  you	
  would	
   like	
  to	
  take	
  part	
   in	
   this	
   fabulous	
  event	
  	
  
you	
   can	
   do	
   as	
  much	
   or	
   as	
   little	
   of	
   the	
  walk	
   as	
   you	
  
like.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  limited	
  places	
  available,	
  so	
  be	
  quick!	
  

Contact	
   the	
   Upper	
   Barwon	
   Landcare	
   Office	
  
52362401.	
  

Next	
   year	
   the	
   third	
   leg	
   of	
   the	
   walk	
   will	
   be	
   in	
   “our	
  
patch”.	
   	
   The	
   Barwon	
   winds	
   its	
   way	
   along	
   the	
  
northern	
   boundary	
   of	
   our	
   landcare	
   area	
   and	
   there	
  
are	
   some	
   truly	
   beautiful	
   stretches.	
   	
   Much	
   of	
   our	
  
landcare	
  work	
   over	
   the	
   past	
   years	
   has	
   focussed	
   on	
  
keeping	
   this	
   section	
   of	
   the	
   river	
   healthy.	
   There	
   are	
  
tranquil	
   wide	
   ponds	
   shaded	
   by	
   red	
   gums,	
   islands	
  
that	
   provide	
   refuge	
   for	
   swamp	
   wallabies,	
  
inaccessible	
  gorges,	
  platypus,	
  bird	
  life	
  ……	
  I	
  could	
  go	
  
on	
  and	
  on.	
  We	
  are	
  planning	
  to	
  build	
  the	
  2016	
  event	
  
into	
  next	
  years	
  program,	
  so	
  watch	
  this	
  space.	
  

Rabbit	
  Baiting	
  2015	
  

The	
  Barrabool	
  Hills	
  Landcare	
  Group’s	
  annual	
  baiting	
  
program	
   was	
   once	
   again	
   a	
   huge	
   success.	
   A	
   special	
  	
  
thanks	
   to	
   	
   our	
   treasurer,	
   Gayle	
   Cameron	
   who	
  
coordinated	
   all	
   the	
   orders,	
   invoices	
   and	
   receipts	
   of	
  
the	
  85	
  participants,	
   and	
   the	
  depot	
  managers,	
  Barry	
  	
  
Harvey	
  and	
   Judy	
  and	
  Brian	
  Cohn,	
  who	
  meticulously	
  
accounted	
   for	
   all	
   the	
   orders	
   on	
   each	
   of	
   the	
   three	
  
dates.	
  

We	
  are	
  also	
  indebted	
  to	
  Kate	
  Smallwood	
  and	
  Leanne	
  
Rolfe	
   of	
   the	
   Environment	
   team	
   at	
   Surf	
   Coast	
   Shire	
  
for	
   facilitating	
   the	
   mail	
   out	
   after	
   Christmas	
   to	
   all	
  
landholders	
  in	
  our	
  area.	
  

This	
  year	
  we	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  synchronise	
  our	
  program	
  
with	
   those	
   in	
   neighbouring	
   landcare	
   groups	
   and	
  
networks,	
  so	
  that	
  landholders	
  had	
  a	
  choice	
  of	
  dates.	
  
Thankyou	
  to	
  those	
  communities	
  for	
  accommodating	
  
our	
  members.	
  

Remember	
   that	
   annual	
   baiting	
   of	
   rabbits	
   is	
   only	
   a	
  
small	
   part	
   of	
   the	
   process	
   to	
   control	
   these	
   feral	
  
animals	
   in	
   the	
   long	
   term.	
   To	
   prevent	
   immigrant	
  
rabbits	
  from	
  moving	
  into	
  the	
  old	
  warrens	
  it	
  is	
  best	
  to	
  
rip	
  the	
  warrens	
  or	
  fill	
  them	
  in,	
  about	
  two	
  weeks	
  after	
  
the	
   last	
   baiting.	
   It	
   is	
   also	
   best	
   to	
  manage	
   any	
   sites	
  
that	
   provide	
   harbor	
   for	
   rabbits	
   above	
   the	
   ground,	
  
such	
   as	
   wood	
   piles,	
   low	
   growing	
   trees	
   and	
   shrubs	
  
and	
   stone	
  heaps.	
   Those	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  part	
  of	
   the	
  
program	
   for	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   years	
   will	
   know	
   that	
   the	
  
only	
  way	
  to	
  really	
  eradicate	
  rabbits	
  on	
  your	
  property	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

is	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  year-­‐round	
  vigil	
  and,	
  where	
  possible,	
  
enlist	
  your	
  neighbours	
  to	
  do	
  the	
  same.	
  

Finally,	
  we	
  are	
  already	
  planning	
  for	
  the	
  2016	
  baiting	
  
program.	
  Please	
  mark	
  the	
  dates	
  in	
  your	
  diary	
  now	
  –	
  
15th,	
  18th	
  and	
  22nd	
  February	
  2016.	
  

Diary	
  of	
  budding	
  agroforesters	
  –	
  a	
  pause.	
  

Last	
   newsletter	
  we	
   reported	
   on	
   our	
   initial	
   planning	
  
for	
   the	
   development	
   of	
   4hr	
   of	
   mixed	
   bushland	
   on	
  
our	
   property.	
   After	
   a	
   quiet	
   couple	
   of	
   months	
   over	
  
summer	
  the	
  project	
  is	
  about	
  to	
  get	
  into	
  full	
  swing.	
  	
  

We	
   have	
   slashed	
   the	
   tall	
   dry	
   weeds	
   (mostly	
   Sand	
  
Rocket	
   and	
   Apple	
   of	
   Sodom)	
   in	
   the	
   paddocks	
   to	
  
make	
  working	
  the	
  soil	
  and	
  spraying	
  easier,	
  and	
  are	
  in	
  
the	
  process	
  of	
  ripping	
  the	
  lines	
  for	
  the	
  trees.	
  This	
  will	
  
help	
  get	
  water	
  down	
  to	
  the	
  root	
  zone	
  and	
  will	
  make	
  
the	
  planting	
  easier.	
  	
  

Once	
   the	
   ripping	
   is	
   finished	
   the	
   next	
   step	
   will	
  
depend	
   on	
   when	
   we	
   get	
   some	
   reasonable	
   rain.	
   At	
  
that	
   stage	
   we	
   will	
   let	
   the	
   weeds	
   germinate,	
   spray	
  
with	
  herbicide	
  and	
  then	
  start	
  planting	
  

Geoff	
  and	
  Joan	
  Anson	
  

	
  
Members’	
  propagation	
  evening.	
  

The	
  paddock	
  –	
  April	
  2015	
  	
  	
  

Would	
  you	
  like	
  to	
  plant	
  native	
  trees	
  this	
  year?	
  

The	
   Barrabool	
   Hills	
   Landcare	
   group	
   provides	
   trees	
  
free	
  to	
  members.	
  

There	
  will	
  be	
   tree	
   seedling	
  propagation	
  evenings	
  at	
  
the	
   Geelong	
   Community	
   Nursery	
   on	
   Tuesday,	
   April	
  
14th	
   and	
   21st	
   5-­‐7pm.	
   Please	
   contact	
   Jim	
   on	
  
0409935700	
   if	
   you	
   want	
   to	
   help	
   with	
   the	
  
propagation,	
   or	
   would	
   like	
   to	
   receive	
   trees.	
  
Preference	
  will	
   be	
   given	
   to	
   those	
  who	
   helped	
  with	
  
propagation.	
  	
  

There	
   are	
   also	
   about	
   1500	
   trees	
   from	
   last	
   year	
  
available	
  which	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  planted	
  this	
  Autumn.	
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Let	
  your	
   fellow	
  members	
  know	
  what	
   is	
  happening	
   in	
   the	
  Barrabool	
  Hills.	
  Contributions	
   to	
   the	
  newsletter	
  are	
  
welcomed.	
  Send	
  articles	
  and	
  photos	
  to	
  geoffanson@mac.com.	
  

Members	
   are	
   able	
   to	
   advertise	
   their	
   Barrabool	
   Hills	
   business	
   in	
   the	
   newsletter	
   @	
   $30	
   per	
   issue	
   (space	
  
allowing).	
  Adds	
  are	
  approximately	
  50	
  mm	
  x	
  70	
  mm,	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  printed	
  provided	
  there	
  is	
  space	
  after	
  all	
  articles	
  
are	
  included.	
  

The	
   newsletter	
   is	
   printed	
   through	
   the	
   generosity	
   of	
   Andrew	
   Katos,	
   State	
  Member	
   for	
   South	
   Barwon	
   and	
   is	
  
distributed	
  through	
  the	
  efforts	
  of	
  the	
  Leigh	
  family.	
  

A	
  special	
  thanks	
  to	
  Leah	
  Carr	
  for	
  upgrading	
  our	
  Barrabool	
  Hills	
  Landcare	
  logo.	
  

	
  


