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... (continued on page 4)

WHAT’S ON IN 2024/25?
NOVEMBER 2024
BHLG Christmas  
Date: Friday 29th November 
2024. 6.30pm. 
Further details page 7. 
 
FEBRUARY 2025
Rabbit Baiting 
Date: 13th, 17th, 20th February 
2025. Order form page 5. 
Orders open 1 December 2024.

Controlling rabbits on our land is 
our legal responsibility. Baiting, 
warren destruction and removal 
of areas where rabbits can hide 
are recognized as being essential 
components of an integrated rabbit 
control program, and as rabbits 
don’t recognise boundary fences, it 
is best if neighbours join forces to 
maximise the impact.

This will be the 20th year that the 
Barrabool Hills Landcare group 
have assisted the community and 
coordinated the ordering of rabbit 
bait for individual landholders 
throughout the area in a major rabbit 
control program.   The next program 
is scheduled in February 2025 when 

there is little green pick available 
for rabbits and the fresh carrot bait 
is most tempting. 

CONTROLLING RABBITS 
in the Barrabool Hills.  

The Fire Danger Period 
(FDP) will begin at 1.00 am 
Monday 25 November in 
our area. 
 
Make sure you know what you can 
and can’t do during the FDP by 
visiting  www.cfa.vic.gov.au/can 
 
Evan Belfrage  
Gnarwarre Fire Brigade 
Community Safety Coordinator.
Mobile 0434484440

By Heike Dunn.

BE PART OF THE 
COMMUNITY 
BAITING CAMPAIGN!

FIRE  
DANGER 
PERIOD
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Talitha and I purchased Hermitage 
Farm at the end of 2010, like many 
properties in the area the farm 
had been extensively cleared and 
used primarily for grazing livestock 
which were allowed free access 
to the nearly 5km of Barwon River 
frontage.

The farm was very degraded 
with heavy infestations of weed 
species and considerable damage 
to the riverbanks and streamside 
vegetation. We have spent the past 
13 years working on restoring native 
vegetation, excluding livestock from 
the river and controlling weeds, 
which continue to be a real problem.

One of the key issues we identified in 
terms of improving the diversity and 
number of native species was the 
extreme lack of hollows / nesting 
opportunities for the many native 
bird and mammal species which 
rely upon them. Hermitage has 
very few older remnant gums and 
only a small number of these have 
developed hollows. So, in November 
2023 we organised with Mark 
Cashmore from Treetec Ecological 
Services to install over 50 nesting 
boxes and introduced hollows to 
see if we could make even a small 
difference.

Nest Box Tales from Hermitage Farm
By Sandy Cameron. 
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We were unsure how successful 
the project would be, but felt it 
was a worthwhile investment to 
help achieve our goal of improving 
ecological diversity on the property.

12 months on we have just completed 
our first full survey of the boxes/
hollows and the results are quite 
stunning. Over 90% are either 
currently active or show signs 
on recent use, we found nesting 
Brushtail Possums with Joeys, 
active Eastern Rosella nests with 
eggs in place, nests constructed by 
Kreffts/Sugar Gliders and several 
active Wood Duck nests (despite the 
boxes not really being suitable for 
Wood Ducks!). 

It was clear from our survey the 
lack of hollows is having a major 
impact on our native species, it was 
also obvious we can absolutely have 
a positive impact on this issue! We 

are now planning to build another 
50 boxes this year and continue to 
expand this further into the future. 
There are great resources out 
there for anyone who would like 
more information on building and 
installing nesting boxes including 
the website and Facebook Group 
Nestboxtales.com. I am also happy 
to speak to any member who would 
like to hear more about this project.

Talitha and I will be hosting the 
BHLG Christmas Function on Friday 
29th November, we look forward to 
welcoming you to Hermitage Farm.

Over 90% of boxes or 
hollows are either 

currently active or show 
signs on recent use. 

Nesting Bushtail possum with joey.

Eastern Rosella.

12 months on we have just completed our first 
full survey of the boxes/hollows and the results. 
are quite stunning.

Eastern Rosella 
nest with eggs.
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The baiting program uses the poison 
Pindone, which is mixed with fresh 
chopped carrots. Whilst all care 
should be taken in handling the 
poisoned carrots, you do not require 
a specific license to do so.  Pindone 
is a cumulative poison and to be 
effective it needs to be ingested by 
rabbits on three separate occasions 
over a one-week period. The baiting 
dates this year are 13th, 17th and 
20th February 2025. The Barrabool 
Hills Landcare Group coordinate a 
bulk order of the fresh bait, which is 
then packaged for each landholder 
and made available for collection at 
two separate depots on each of the 
three dates.

The final date for accepting orders 
and payment is 7th February 2025.

Please find pindone- carrot order 
form on page 5.

... (continued from page 1)Message from the President.
By Jim Seager.

Welcome to summer 2024! 

At this time of year, many of us in the 
Barrabool Hills are busy haymaking 
or harvesting crops. Some of us are 
looking for a bit of rain to fill water 
tanks and settle the dust. Check on 
your animals, livestock need access 
to good water & shade to avoid heat 
stress over the summer months.

Increasing amounts of Serrated 
Tussock has been seen this year in 
the Barrabool Hills, so it is important 
to stop it seeding to avoid it getting 
out of control in coming seasons. 
Flupropanate based chemicals 
used to selectively control Serrated 
tussock are once again available at 
farm supplies outlets.

It is a good idea to check any trees 
planted this year as they may need 
some weed control or watering to 
get them through the summer.                                                                

In October we listened to Stephen 
Murphy talk about his passion for 
restoring biodiversity on farms and 
eating carrot cake. Stephen recently 
released an updated and expanded 
version of his book ‘Recreating the 
Country’ which details his designs 
for sustainable landscapes.

Following on from some great 
community planting days held in 
2024 we are looking for some sites 
for 2025. Ceres Primary School 
have expressed interest in taking 
students to help with community 
plantings in our local area. Please 
contact our group if you have one 
planned you would like help with.

On November 29th Sandy Cameron 
will be hosting our Christmas party 
at ‘Hermitage’ in Murgheboluc. Sandy 
has planted many 1000’s of native 
plants across his property over 
many years. ‘Hemitage’ was visited 
last year on our catchment bus tour. 

See details in this newsletter.

We look forward to our annual rabbit 
baiting program in February so don’t 
forget to get your order in! Details 
are on our website.

We are currently in the process of 
redeveloping our website which 
will hopefully be completed soon. 
Thanks to The Surf Coast Shire 
who have helped fund the project 
Thanks to Heike - our Treasurer 
who has been outstanding 
in managing our website 
redevelopment and Memberships. 
We will be aiming to keep you up 
to date with what is happening 
locally and provide links to other 
organisations and publications in 
our region through our newsletters 
and our new website. 

Thanks to Leah as Newsletter Editor 
and helping to upgrade our website. 
Our by-monthly newsletter will now 
be emailed to members and available 
on our website. We can provide some 
hard copies to those who don’t have 
access to our website on request.

Our Facebook and Instagram pages 
are up and running so feel free to, 
make a contribution, comments and 
photos of the Barrabool Hills would 
be most welcome. Thanks to Jennifer 
for her great work.

Thank you to our executive committee 

for their continued support and 
contribution. If you would like to 
ask a question, make a comment or 
send us a letter with photos of what 
you have been doing,   Email us at 
barraboolhills landcare@gmail.com

Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas 
and I look forward to seeing you in 
2025

Cheers Jim 

Platypus
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                             Rabbit Baiting 2025       

                                             
 

EASY PEASY – JUST ORDER VIA OUR WEBSITE instead of filling in this form.  
You will be able to pay by direct bank transfer, credit card or PayPal   

www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/shop 
BAITING DATES FOR 2025 

13th, 17th and 20th February 2025

Orders are now being taken for the Barrabool Hills Landcare 
Group’s annual rabbit baiting program.  
This successful program, now in its 20th year, is organized by 
volunteers for the community.  
Pindone is a cumulative poison. To be effective, rabbits need to 
ingest the baited carrots on three separate occasions over a 
one-week period.  
 
ORDERING AND PAYMENT 

The minimum quantity that can be ordered is 5kg for each of the 
3 baiting days ie 5kg x 3, costing a total of $113.52 (incl GST). 
You will need to estimate the quantity of bait you will need for 
each of the three baiting days eg 5 kg, 10 kg or 20 kg bags. 
Please call our Hotline if you need help estimating or 
have issues with the website shop/payments. 
 
Options for ordering and payment methods are: 

EITHER 
1/ Order & pay securely via our website 
https://www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/shop/ 
Payment options are bank transfer, credit card or PayPal. 
You do not need to submit this order form but please keep it as a 
reminder for pick up dates etc. 

OR 
 

2/ Pay by cash or cheque at any Bendigo Bank Branch 
(Account No 163791817) using your surname as the Reference. 
You will however need to scan and email your completed order 
form to barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com  
or mail it to: BHLG, PO Box 6167, HIGHTON VIC 3216 
 
 
 

Orders and payments must be received by 7th February 2025. 
 Regrettably we are unable to process any orders or payments 
received after this date.  
A Tax Invoice/Receipt will be emailed (where possible) after 
receipt of your payment. A paper copy will be provided upon 
request. 
 
COLLECTION DEPOTS  

Your entire order will comprise three separate allocations. These 
will be available for collection on the above three dates from 
only one of following two depots.  

Depot 1 – Barry & Glenys Harvey - 232 Hendy Main Road, Mt 
Moriac VIC 3240  Ph 0407 568 292 

Depot 2 – Brien & Judy Cohn - 25 Kingsbury Lane, Waurn Ponds 
VIC 3216  Ph 0414 835 833 

Please specify on the order form from which depot you will be 
collecting your baited carrot, and it is essential you include a 
contact phone number below for the person collecting the bait. 
Orders need to be collected from the depot between 4pm and 
6pm on the specified dates. 

HOTLINE 
For more information, contact 

Jim – President (0409 935 700) or Heike – Treasurer (0417 020 012) 
 
It is the legal obligation of landholders to control rabbits on their property. 
One pair of rabbits can produce 180 offspring in 18 months and 12 rabbits 
eat as much as one sheep!  Baiting, warren destruction and removal of 
areas where rabbits can hide are recognized as being essential 
components of an integrated rabbit control program. 

 

NAME …………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………..……….……………………………. 

ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

EMAIL ……………………………………………………………………..…        

NAME & PHONE NO. OF PERSON COLLECTING BAIT ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

ORDER – ENTER NUMBER OF BAGS for each of the three baiting days  TOTAL PAYMENT MADE $ ………………………………………………………. 

5kg bag for each of the 3 baiting days = $113.52 x            = $ ……………..  Direct Credit Reference (ie SURNAME) ………………………………………. 

10kg bag for each of the 3 baiting days = $173.58 x           = $ ……………..  Collection Depot:  
 
20kg bag for each of the 3 baiting days = $302.94 x           = $ ……………..  Mt Moriac   Waurn Ponds  
 

                                                                                                                          

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

KEEP THIS 
NOTE FOR 
REFERENCE 
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A new book by 
Stephen Murphy. 
Ten key principles for 
designing sustainable 
landscapes. Second 
edition.

Fully updated and expanded with 
three new chapters: - 6 case 
studies; Biodiversity and profit 
= biorich; Landscape corridors 
and connectivity. An index has 
been added for quick referencing. 
$35.00 plus postage. Discount 
prices are available. To order visit 
recreatingthecountry.com.au

RECREATING  
the COUNTRY. 
OUT NOW!

On the 16th of October 2024 the 
BHLG held our quarterly meeting at 
the Gnarwarre Hall.

Following updates on recent events 
and our new website development 
progress report, we listened to an 
informative and thought-provoking 
talk by Stephen Murphy ‘Having 
your cake and eating it, restoring 
biodiversity on farms that generates 
income’.

Stephen is an Ecologist, nurseryman, 
designer of sustainable landscapes, 
blogger, author of the recently 
published (updated & expanded 
version) ‘Recreating the Country’ 
and lover of carrot cake. 

He has been working with several 
members of our group over many 
years, increasing biodiversity and 
wildlife habitat on local farms. 

Stephen is also a regular contributor 
to our by-monthly newsletter. 
He talked about his passion for 
creating sustainable landscapes 
for the benefit of the environment 
and landholders by improving 
pasture and livestock productivity, 
reducing the threat from weeds 
and incorporating productive plants 
which could be used for saleable 
products such as timber, flowers & 
food.

Having your cake and eating it!
By Jim Seager.

Stephen also discussed the need 
to consider how native wildlife has 
adapted to introduced plants for 
food and nesting when looking to 
replace them with indigenous plants 
on a broad scale. Cockatoos eat pine 
nuts and small birds use gorse and 
boxthorns to nest in as protection 
from predators.

The reference to ‘having your cake 
and eating it’ can be related to seeing 
the benefits by fencing off some 
of your property for biodiversity 
plantings and when mentioned 
for an upcoming talk there will be 
carrot cake for supper. 
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INVITATION 

 

END OF YEAR BREAK UP & CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
 

Place: ‘HERMITAGE’ 

2041 Hamilton Highway, MURGHEBULOC 

Date: Friday November 29th @ 6.30pm 

 
Bring your family & friends to join us in a celebration of the year that’s been and the year to come at 

Sandy Cameron’s lovely farm on the beautiful Barwon River, an idyllic setting among the many 
majestic river Red Gums. 

 
BYO Meat, drinks and a chair and please bring a SALAD or DESSERT to share 

BHLG will provide some nibbles for Pre- Dinner 

RSVP:  Monday 25th Nov to Christa Jones 

barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com / Mob: 0408 342 403 

 

 

 

 

 
INVITATION 

 

END OF YEAR BREAK UP & CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
 

Place: ‘HERMITAGE’ 

2041 Hamilton Highway, MURGHEBULOC 

Date: Friday November 29th @ 6.30pm 

 
Bring your family & friends to join us in a celebration of the year that’s been and the year to come at 

Sandy Cameron’s lovely farm on the beautiful Barwon River, an idyllic setting among the many 
majestic river Red Gums. 

 
BYO Meat, drinks and a chair and please bring a SALAD or DESSERT to share 

BHLG will provide some nibbles for Pre- Dinner 

RSVP:  Monday 25th Nov to Christa Jones 

barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com / Mob: 0408 342 403 

 

 

 

BHLG EOY BREAK UP & CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

The Barrabool Hills Landcare Group 
Newsletter has been a regular 
opportunity for all residents of the 
Hills to enjoy news and views of 
the local community. The delivery 
of the newsletter has relied on 
the kindness and support of the 
Leigh family, our local 'posties', for 
more than 15 years. The unstinting 
generosity of David, Ros and Stuart 
to the  community saw the regular 
delivery of the only local news that 
spanned the entire Barrabool Hills, 

from the outskirts of Highton to 
the western edge of Gnarwarre, to 
every post box. 

BHLG are incredibly grateful for this 
support and, with the newsletter 
now going entirely digital, the end 
of an era that was only possible 
through the auspices of David, Ros 
and Stu. Thank you for your long 
and dedicated commitment to the 
community and Barrabool Hills 
Landcare.

Thank you to the Leigh family.
by Kathy McQuillan

SAVE  THE  DATE 

S A T U R D A Y  3 R D  M A Y  2 0 2 5

Q R C O D E
 F O R  F A C E B O O K  

E V E N T  
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PRESIDENT 
Jim Seager.  
Telephone: 0409 935 700. Email: ejimseager@bigpond.com  
 
VICE PRESIDENT  
Ian Kelly.  
Telephone: 0427 577 601. Email: kellyian1951@gmail.com  
 
SECRETARY 
Christa Jones. 
Telephone: 0408 342 403. Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Heike Dunn. 
Telephone: 0417 020 012. Email:barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com  
 
NEWSLETTER 
Leah Carr.  
Email: ermservices@bigpond.com.au

EQUIPMENT 
Trevor Jones. 
Telephone: 0407 009 855. Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BarraboolHillsLandcare/   
Website: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au 
Instagram: @barraboolhillslandcare

CONTACT US
Join our vibrant Barrabool Hills 
Landcare community and help 
support our projects and events? 
Only $30 annually per family.

Go to our website for all the 
details on how to join  
www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au or email us at  
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.
com

BECOME A MEMBER.

Contributions to the newsletter 
are most welcome. Let your 
fellow community and members 
know what is happening in 
the Barrabool Hills. Send 
articles and photos to 
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.
com. Deadline for next issue is 
16/01/25.

Members can advertise their 
Barrabool Hills business in the 
newsletter @ $30 per issue 
(space allowing). 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
OUR NEWSLETTER.

The Barrabool Hills community 
is deeply saddened by the 
sudden passing of Mr. Ric 
Walter, a cherished resident 
and dedicated supporter of the 
Barrabool Hills Landcare Group.

Ric’s lifelong connection to the 
Barrabool Hills, where he lived 
and worked as a farmer and wool 
broker. His family’s enduring 
resilience was evident when they 
developed the Violet Farm on 
Merrawarp Road after surviving 
the devastating 1969 bushfire. 
This spirit of perseverance and 

generosity defined Ric’s life and 
his many contributions to the 
region.

Ric’s passion for movies, 
particularly westerns, was 
well known and celebrated. For 
years, he delighted locals by 
hosting annual film nights in 
his woolshed theatre, providing 
a unique space for community 
gatherings. These events not only 
entertained but also supported 
local charities and not-for-
profit groups, embodying Ric’s 
generosity and community spirit.

His warmth, dedication, and love 
for the Barrabool Hills will be 
deeply missed. Our thoughts are 
with his wife Sheila, his family 
and friends during this difficult 
time.

Ric Walter’s legacy will live 
on in the memories of those 
he touched and in the vibrant 
community spirit he helped to 
foster.

Vale: Ric Walter By Ian Kelly.


