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CELEBRATING NATIONAL TREE DAY  
by Judy Cohn, Display Coordinator, BHLG.

Photo: Judy in front of our display at Waurn Ponds shopping Centre. 

WHAT’S ON IN 2024?
 
AUGUST
SAVE THE DATE! 
Barrabool Hills Landcare  
Group AGM.  
Date: 7th August 2024. 
Venue: Gnarwarre Hall 
Guest Speaker: Amber Clarke, 
CEO of CCMA. 
Stock Sense Workshop. 
Date: 16th August. see page 7.
Nesting Box Workshop. 
Date: 25th August, 10am-12 noon.  
Venue: Batesford. 
https://events.humanitix.com/
bfs-landcare-group-nesting-
box-building-workshop
OCTOBER
2ND BHLG Quarterly meeting 
Date: 26th October 2024. 
Venue: Gnarwarre Hall 
Topic: Weeds & Pastures 
Further details TBC.

Barrabool Hills landcare and The 
Friends of the Waurn Ponds creek 
put on a display at the Waurn 
Ponds shopping centre to celebrate 
National tree day. 

Over the 3 days a large number of 
children potted up plants that were 
provided by the Shopping centre. 
Marie Fisher, Heike Dunn and Joey 
Hart kindly helped man the stall. 

The public really enjoyed potting up 
the plants but only a few were really 
interested in our display. It was a 
good opportunity to chat with the 
public and fellow members of our 
Landcare Group. 

It was valuable to associate with the 
Friends of the Waurn Ponds Creek, 
as they have similar aims and 
objectives as our landcare group.

BHLG invites all members and friends to our Annual General Meeting (AGM) @ 
Gnarwarre Pavilion, 35 Gnarwarre Rd, Gnarwarre on Wednesday 7th August 2024, 6.30pm. 

Our guest speaker is Dr Amber Clarke.  Amber, CEO of Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority (CCMA). See page 5 for RSVP details and more information. 

PLEASE JOIN US!

BARRABOOL HILLS LANDCARE GROUP AGM
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Our former President and personal 
friend to many, Dr. Kaye Rodden 
was recently awarded the Medal 
of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
for services to conservation as 
part of the 2024 King’s Birthday 
Honours. A thoroughly deserved 
level of recognition to a member 
of the Barrabool Hills community 
who contributed so much to our 
Landcare group as well as many 
other environmentally focused 
organisations in the region.

As a former neighbour of Kaye’s, I 
was fortunate enough to experience 
her focus on environmental 
protection first hand. Not only by 
being inspired by the magnificent 

Photo: Dr. Kaye Rodden, Courtesy Geelong 
Independent

Congratulations to Dr. Kaye Rodden
By Sandy Cameron

work she and Brent had done 
revegetating their farm but also the 
almost immediate cease and desist 
letter I received when a contractor 
I was using to remove boxthorn 
strayed a little too close to the 
river bank for her liking! Kaye was 
immediately in contact and making 
sure I was providing my team some 
“guidance” about just how important 
it was to protect the Barwon!

Dr. Rodden has been working 
to protect the environment for 
decades, including as chair of the 
Otway Agroforestry Network, three 
years as president of Friends of 
the Barwon, on the management 
committee of both the Geelong 

Landcare Network and Australian 
Landcare International, the Victorian 
Rabbit Action Network, and a 
founding member of our Barrabool 
Hills Landcare Group in 1995.

To celebrate National Tree Day on 
Sunday 28th of July, a small but 
dedicated group of volunteers spent 
the afternoon planting approx.1300 
native grasses and trees along the 
banks of the Barwon River, west of 
Geelong. 

 The project site, on the property of 
Peter George and Catherine Murphy, 
includes fencing off 1100 metres of 
the Barwon River and planting a 
mixture of 4500 native trees, shrubs 
and grasses to enhance the existing 
indigenous vegetation now protected 
from livestock grazing. Funding has 
been received from the Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority 
to assist with the project costs. 

The BHLG are also planning a 
planting day on August 17th  at the 

Barrabool Hills Landcare  
Group Planting Day 
By Jim Seager. Photo credit: Jim Seager.

property of Lola Gugger in the 
Barrabool Hills. 600 native trees 

and shrubs will be planted along a 
degraded creek on the property. 

Funding assistance has been 
provided for fencing and plants by 
the Geelong Landcare Network and 
G.J. Gardner Homes.

Look forward to seeing you there. 
Contact Jim on 0409 935 700.

One of the sites along the Barwon river to be revegetated. Photo credit: Jim Seager.
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CALLING VOLUNTEERS!
Opportunities to get more involved with Barrabool Hills Landcare Group

Barrabool Hills Landcare Group (BHLG) is a Not-for-Profit organisation within the Surf Coast Shire, run entirely by 
volunteers.

The committee continues to put a great deal of time and effort into keeping the Group viable, conducting informative 
and interesting events and working towards environmental outcomes.

However, we would love to get more members, families and friends involved in our work and are always looking for 
people with a range of skills and interests including but not limited to:

*Photography
*Website and social media management
*Accounting/finance
*Event management

If you would like to become more involved, please email us at barraboolhillsllandcare@gmail.com with your contact 
details and a brief outline of what skills and time commitments you may be able to provide.
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Sheoaks are survivors and have 
adapted well to both the extreme wet 
and dry conditions of the Australian 
climate. But their survival strategy, 
that has got them through many 
climate changes over the past 50 
million years, is unravelling.

Sheoaks are the ‘luddites’ of the plant 
world because of the antiquated 
and inefficient way they reproduce. 
They rely on wind to carry pollen 
from male plants to female plants, 
a system that became old fashioned 
when insects started to do this job 
for plants over 100 million years ago.

 At the time sheoaks were emerging 
some other iconic Australians, 
banksias and eucalypts were also 
on the rise. These plants embraced 
the new insect reliant system, 
which enabled them to share pollen 
and therefore genes over tens of 
kilometres. When wind does this job 
it’s reliable over just a few hundred 
meters, perhaps up to a kilometre at 
most.

Our two locals are the Drooping 
Sheoak, Allocasuarina verticillata 
and the Black Sheoak, A. littoralis.  
Both are small trees growing up to 8 

Sheoaks in trouble.
By Stephen Murphy. 

meters and both have adapted well 
to variations in climate in the past. 
Both are an important food source 
for seed eating birds like cockatoos 
and corellas. 

Normally these resilient sheoaks 
were able to share pollen over long 
distances, in small wind driven 

and truly fragmented, ‘composite 
provenancing,’ adding 20% plants 
or seed from hotter, dryer climates 
and 10% from cooler, wetter 
climates, may help them adjust until 
connecting corridors, critical to the 
adaption of all our flora and fauna, 
can be re-established.

Male Black Sheoak with bronze tassels on the tips of branches

Below: Point Richards Reserve, June 2021.
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                          BARRABOOL HILLS LANDCARE GROUP
Invites all members and friends to our Annual General Meeting (AGM) @ 

Gnarwarre Pavilion, 35 Gnarwarre Rd, Gnarwarre on Wednesday 7th August 2024.

Our meeting will start @6.30 pm with the traditional free networking event  
of wine and cheese, followed by the formal requirements of the AGM  

and then our guest speaker, Dr Amber Clarke. Amber is the CEO of Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) and will speak about her role and explain 

funding and support for Landcare projects and activities. 

Corangamite Catchment Management Authority announce  
new CEO Amber Clarke, August 7, 2023 
 
Corangamite CMA Chair Cath Jenkins was excited to make the announcement: 
“Amber comes to us with a wealth of knowledge and expertise. With 14 years’ experience in the 
Victorian Government, Amber has overseen the development and implementation of significant 
policy frameworks and programs for waterway and catchment management, including securing major 
government investment in the sector. 
Amber has also dedicated herself to environmental science, having a PhD in freshwater ecology from 
Monash University studying biodiversity of macroinvertebrates in headwater stream networks,” Cath 
said.  
Amber comes to the role from the position of Acting CEO at the East Gippsland CMA, giving her a 
deep understanding of CMAs roles and responsibilities as well as a working knowledge of how they 
operate. Prior to that Amber was the Director, Waterway Programs at the Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Action for seven years. As Director Waterway Programs, Amber worked in 
partnership with Victoria’s CMAs, Melbourne Water and the Victorian Environmental Water Holder 
to oversee statewide policy, programs, investment, monitoring and reporting to improve the health of 
rivers, estuaries and wetlands across Victoria. 
“I am excited to join the Corangamite CMA. The opportunity to live and work in the Corangamite 
region is an exciting one, with its exceptional natural values, diverse ecosystems and dynamic 
communities and the challenges posed by a rapidly growing population, a changing climate and impacts 
on waterway and catchment health,” Amber said.
 
RSVP’s are essential  to barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com or Heike Dunn ph 0417 
020 012 so we can send you the Agenda, a copy of last year’s draft Minutes, the 
BHLG Audit and Financials and a ZOOM Invite for anyone not able to attend in 
person. 
 
                                              We are looking forward to your company!
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Avian influenza has been detected at 
poultry farms in the west and south 
west of Victoria.

As of the start of July, seven 
infected properties near Meredith 
were confirmed to have a high 
pathogenicity H7N3 strain, and 
one infected property near Terang 
was confirmed to have a high 
pathogenicity H7N9 strain. 

Avian influenza is a viral disease of 
birds, which is found globally. For 
humans, cooked eggs and cooked 
chicken meat are safe to eat, and the 
risk of catching avian influenza from 
poultry remains low.

There are restrictions on the 
movement of poultry and poultry 
products in areas surrounding all 
infected premises within the Golden 
Plains and Corangamite shires 
to prevent any spread of avian 
influenza.

Permits are required for the 
movement of birds, poultry products, 
poultry feed and equipment on or 
off the properties in these areas, 
including eggs and bedding.

Avian Influenza Information
Agriculture Victoria is telephoning 
residents in the Meredith area 
to gather information about the 
numbers of poultry. Residents may 
be asked about chickens and other 
animals on their property.

Gathering this data helps to plan 
the response and lift the control 
areas and restricted areas as 
soon as possible. Know the signs. 
Symptoms in birds associated with 
avian influenza can include:

• sudden death 
 
• respiratory signs (noisy or rapid 
breathing, coughing, sneezing, 
increased nasal secretions) 
 
• conjunctivitis
• swelling of the head
• purple discolouration of the comb 
and wattles
• rapid decrease in feed and water 
intake
• decreased egg production
• ruffled feathers
• depression
• closed eyes
• diarrhoea

• nervous signs (twisted neck, 
inability to stay upright, inability 
to fly, uncoordinated movement, 
walking or swimming in circles, 
partial or full paralysis).

All bird owners need to be vigilant 
for any signs of avian influenza in 
their flocks.

Avian influenza is a notifiable 
disease. This means that legally 
you must report if you know of 
or suspect the presence of avian 
influenza in any birds.

You can do this by immediately 
calling Agriculture Victoria on 136 
186 (Monday–Friday, 8 am – 6 pm) 
the VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 
226 226.

Any cases of unexplained bird 
deaths should also be reported.

For information relating to the 
current avian influenza response, 
visit the Agriculture Victoria website 
at https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
b iosecur i t y/an imal- d iseases/
poultry-diseases/avian-influenza-
bird-flu

Article provided by Geelong Landcare Network

A new book by Stephen Murphy. 
Ten key principles for designing 
sustainable landscapes. Second 
edition.

Fully updated and expanded with 
three new chapters: - 6 case 
studies; Biodiversity and profit = 
biorich; Landscape corridors and 
connectivity. An index has been 
added for quick referencing.

$35.00 plus postage. Discount 
prices are available. Visit 
recreatingthecountry.com.au to 
order.

What the experts are saying.

‘Writing with passion, commitment 
and insight, Stephen Murphy 
emphasises the need to mimic 
nature and that working with nature 
requires a long-term perspective. 
It’s an important reminder that the 
actions we take today will shape the 
country that future generations will 
inherit.’

Andrew Bennett, Emeritus professor 
in Ecology, La Trobe University.

‘The sustainable biorich model is 

a way of ‘breaking down the fence’ 
between farmers and foresters.’

Geraint Richards, Head Forester for 
King Charles III.

RECREATING the COUNTRY - OUT NOW!
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PRESIDENT 
Jim Seager.  
Telephone: 0409 935 700. Email: ejimseager@bigpond.com  
 
VICE PRESIDENT  
Ian Kelly.  
Telephone: 0427 577 601. Email: kellyian1951@gmail.com  
 
SECRETARY 
Christa Jones. 
Telephone: 0408 342 403. Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Heike Dunn. 
Telephone: 0417 020 012. Email:barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com  
 
NEWSLETTER 
Leah Carr.  
Email: ermservices@bigpond.com.au

EQUIPMENT 
Trevor Jones. 
Telephone: 0407 009 855. Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BarraboolHillsLandcare/   
Website: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au 
Instagram: @barraboolhillslandcare

 

CONTACT US
Join our vibrant Barrabool Hills 
Landcare community and help 
support our projects and events? 
Only $30 annually per family.

Go to our website for all the 
details on how to join  
www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.
au or email us at  
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.
com

BECOME A MEMBER.

Contributions to the newsletter 
are most welcome. Let your 
fellow community and members 
know what is happening in 
the Barrabool Hills. Send 
articles and photos to 
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.
com. Deadline for next issue is 
16/09/24.

Members can advertise their 
Barrabool Hills business in the 
newsletter @ $30 per issue 
(space allowing). 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
OUR NEWSLETTER.

It is that time of the year when 
subscriptions are due for FY 24/25.

For those who are renewing, thank 
you for your continued support, and 
for those who would like to join, or 
re-join, welcome to our community.

Our organisation is entirely 
volunteer based.  Your subscription 
goes towards keeping our 
organisation viable and will not only 
help us to support our community 
in Landcare activities such as 
pest animal and plant control and 
revegetation advice, but also fund 
insurance cover for you when we 

* MEMBERSHIP REMINDER *
are conducting field activities and 
participating in community events.

Other benefits of Membership 
include: 
• Front gate sign 
• Flora Book 
• Barrabool Hills – Changing 
Landscapes booklet 
• Bimonthly newsletter 
• All Group announcements via 
email (if you wish) 
• Access to hire of Group equipment 
• Advice on revegetation and weed 
management 
• Access to and assistance in 
applying for on-ground work grants

by Heike Dunn

To re-new your membership 
visit our online shop to make 
payment at https://www.
barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/
shop/

Copy and paste https://www.
barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/
shop/ into your browser if the 
link is inactive. Payment methods 
are Bank Transfer, Credit Card or 
PayPal. If you have any questions 
or difficulties with paying online 
please don’t hesitate to contact 
our Treasurer Heike: 0417 020 012 
or email barraboolhillslandcare@
gmail.com


