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Before (2011) & after (2019) – aerial photos of a Landcare revegetation site at the 
corner of Barrabool Road and Ballanclea Road.  

   barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

What’s On. 

Sunday August 1st – National Tree Day activities at Batesford, Inverleigh and 
Bannockburn – see Geelong Landcare Network Facebook site for details 

Thursday August 12th – Bannockburn Cultural Centre - Another opportunity to see 
the film ‘The River Moorabool’ - Contact Peter Stray at pdstray@bigpond.com to RSVP 

Wednesday August 18th – Gnarwarre Tennis Pavilion - Wine and Cheese and AGM – 
see details in this newsletter 

Sunday August 22nd 11am – Late – ‘Full Moon Family Fun Day’ at Bannockburn Bush 
– hosted by Geelong Landcare Network and Friends of the Bannockburn Bush – Free 
event – RSVP stuartmccallum@westnet.com.au 

Sunday September 26th – Geelong Nature Forum – check out event on City of Greater 
Geelong’s website 

Saturday or Sunday October 2nd or 3rd – Dung Beetle Field Day – information and 
field day at Inverleigh hosted by Barrabool Hills Landcare Group – details will be 
circulated 

Sunday October 10th – e-DNA information and demonstration events at Batesford 
and Inverleigh – see details in this newsletter 

November – Barrabool Hills Landcare - Bus trip to visit past Landcare projects – watch 
this space. 

Friday December 10th – Barrabool Hills Landcare End of Year Gathering – details later 

17th, 21st and 24th February 2022 – 2022 Rabbit Baiting Dates  

Printed by Senator the Hon Sarah Henderson, Liberal Senator for Victoria 
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NEXT MEETING Covid permitting!  

WEDNESDAY 18th AUGUST 6 PM  
GNARWARRE TENNIS PAVILION 

Corner of GNARWARRE and BARRABOOL ROAD, GNARWARRE 
 

The eagerly awaited Mid-Winter (almost!) Wine and Cheese Tasting and  

Presentation by Greg Peters from Riverness 
 

“Changing land use, changing demographics – implications for 
waterways” 

 

 
Who is Greg Peters? 

Description: An expert in aquatic and riparian ecosystem management. This species can be easily identified by its band t-
shirts and skate shoes. It is quite inquisitive and with two opposable thumbs has developed a number of best-practice 
guidelines and standards for waterway management. 

History: Over 27 years’ direct waterway experience in both the public and private sectors. 

Preferred habitat: Dense vegetation alongside rivers, streams, creeks (including waterfalls) or intertidal rocky reefs 
(particularly on uncrowded days). 

Feeding: A herbivore that is known to travel large distances to find a good legume feeding ground. 

 
The formalities of the AGM of the Barrabool Hills Landcare Group will follow. 

If Covid 19 restrictions are still in place the AGM will be online and we will postpone the wine and 
cheese until it is safe to gather. 

 

RSVP 15th August  barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

mailto:barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
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Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata) and erosion 
control 

In the early days of 
the nursery when we 
were exploring the 
district, we came 
across a great 
swimming hole in the 
Yarrowee River near 
Mt Mercer. On the 
steep walk down to 
the riverbank I 
noticed a young 
Silver Wattle growing 
on the side of the 
track. When we 
returned each year, 
the single stem had 
multiplied until ten 
years later it was a 
dense thicket. 
Understandably it 
was a popular haunt 
for Grey Fantails, 
Superb Blue Fairy 
Wrens and Willie 
Wagtails. 

I discovered that the fifty or so stems of this copse 
all shared the one root system. They were suckers of 
the original tree that had grown from a single seed a 
decade before. This observation supported by 
research became very useful knowledge in later 
years. When a customer asked for a suitable tree to 
bind an eroding riverbank, my confident 
recommendation was Silver Wattle inter-planted 
with clumps of Silver Tussock Grass. Both species 
named silver for their silver foliage and both are gold 
class for their effectiveness at repairing eroding 
creek/river banks. 

Indigenous to Victoria, NSW and Tasmania, Silver 
Wattles have bright yellow flowers in early spring. 
This makes a stunning display against its grey green 
‘ferny’ leaves  

They are typically found along the edge of 
waterways and well adapted to short periods of 
flooding. It therefore grows quite well in poorly 
drained soils, though its normal lifespan of around 
20 + years is often reduced by as much as 50% in 
very heavy soils 

Like the Black Wattle, it is fast growing and produces 
an excellent hot burning firewood. The honey- 

Above: Silver Wattle and Silver Tussock Grass on the 
Barwon River. 

coloured timber is useful for bespoke furniture and 
interior lining boards, but its uses are mainly limited 
craft furniture and turning. The oil extract or essence 
from the Silver Wattle flowers is in demand and a 
popular ingredient of perfumes. 

Silver Wattle is easily grown from seed. Soften the 
hard seed coat with water that has just boiled. 
When cool, pat dry and direct seed or sow into 
seedling trays. Planting into tubes is best done when 
the seedlings have just emerged in the seedling tray 
and before they develop leaves. This method is very 
quick and minimises root damage and distortions. 

Check out Stephen’s blog for more great articles 
like this.   

Stephen Murphy, Sustainable Biorich Landscapes  

To read more interesting articles from Stephen 
Murphy check out his blog at  
www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog 

http://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog
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Vale Lex Gugger 

For nearly twenty years Lex Gugger held the keys to 
the Church Hall where the Barrabool Hills Landcare 
Group sometimes met. Lex and his wife Nola would 
arrive early, “put the kettle on” and set the table 
with supper. Lex is a foundation member of our 
group, someone who was passionate about the 
Barrabool Hills and especially keeping them “free” of 
serrated tussock.  It is people like Lex and Nola who 
are the backbone of our community, and we mourn 
his passing on 18th July in his 90th year and send our 
sincerest condolences to his family. 

Article by Kaye Rodden. 

Congratulations to Barrabool Hills community 
member Annika Naylor 

Twenty years ago, the Surf Coast Shire’s Rural 
Community Advisory Group created the Casuarina 
Project to support aspiring individuals within their 
rural communities to develop the skills and networks 
to build community capacity and resilience...It was 
not about building individual leaders rather than 
leadership cohorts.  
And this wonderful program is still thriving. Thanks 
to the Shire and others for the ongoing commitment 
to this concept, and kudos to the team who helped 
develop something so sustainable 20 years ago. In 
July this year another member of our community 
successfully graduated from this program, and we 
congratulate Annika Naylor for this achievement.  

A strong community needs members like Annika 
who can stand up when needed whilst at the same 
time supporting others to do the same.  

Article by Kaye Rodden. 

Equipment for loan to members 

The following equipment is owned by the Barrabool 
Hills Landcare Group and is available for use by 
members: 

400 litre spray unit trailer mounted   

2 Kidney tree buckets 

1 Potti Putki Tree planters 

2 Hamilton Tree planters 

1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit 

1 Rabbit Smoker 

Members are requested to return all equipment to 
Trevor promptly after use. 

Contact Trevor Jones on 5265 6126. 

 

 

Thank you  

At our upcoming AGM two of our committee 
members have decided to step down from their 
executive roles and retire to the “back bench”. 

Anthony Jones. For the last 8 years Anthony has 
been in charge of the purse strings of the group. He 
has reorganised our financial records   so that they 
are entirely online and able to be accessed by all the 
executive members remotely (including whilst 
camping in Qld!). This not only means that we can 
readily track projects and funds but also the role of 
Treasurer is easily transferable to his successor. 
Anthony is also a stalwart of the group in many 
other ways, and we hope that he will continue to 
play an active role in all our activities. Thankyou 
Anthony, job well done. 

Tim Harte. Tim assumed the role of Newsletter 
Editor in 2018 and has built the Newsletter into a 
must-read community tome. His “What Bird is This” 
initiative has attracted a whole new younger cohort 
of our community members to get engaged in 
Landcare, and his organisation of willing printers at 
the drop of a hat is much admired.  

Thank you to both Tim and Anthony for your great 
input into keeping the show on the road… many 
hands make light work… and whilst we now have a 
new Treasurer, thank you Heike for making the 
switch from secretary to treasurer, we still need 
people to put their hands up for the newsletter 
editor and the downsized secretary roles… great way 
to learn new skills and help our community. See 
separate article in this newsletter regarding these 
positions.   Article by Kaye Rodden. 

Co-Secretary for BHLG  

The BHLG is currently looking for a community 
member willing to fill the role of co-secretary for our 
group. Christa Jones has agreed to assume the role 
of minute secretary after June 2021, with the result 
that we are now looking for a community member 
to oversee the official mailbox for the group at 
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.org 

The role will involve checking the BHLG email 
regularly, replying or forwarding emails when 
necessary and attending BHLG executive committee 
meetings. Please contact Heike Dunn if you have any 
questions and/or are willing to assist us to fill this 
vital role within our group.  
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Get involved – searching for the elusive 
platypus! 

After a few hiccups, perhaps a newly identified 
symptom of covid, we are excited to announce that 
the Geelong Landcare Network/Friends of the 
Barwon project to monitor for platypus in the 
Barwon, Leigh and Moorabool Rivers, using e-DNA 
tests of water samples, is finally here! We have set 
up a dedicated contact email so we can respond to 
enquiries, and we will be circulating “News 
Bulletins” regularly over the next few months. 

We have set the date for the community 
information and sampling day. It will be 10th 
October, held at two sites, Inverleigh and Batesford. 

A community sampling day will also be held on the 
Barwon in Geelong   during the Geelong Nature 
Forum in the next school holidays. Details to be 
announced later. 

Many of you have already expressed an interest 
through various channels in helping to do the water 
sampling either at a community site or on your 
property.  

We ask you to please touch base again through our 
new email address so that we can ensure you 
haven’t been missed since first contacting us last 
year, or in case your details have changed. 

We are also very excited that our project will be able 
to contribute to the data being collected through the 
Great Australian Platypus Search. 

e-DNA Project Team 

glnplatypus@gmail.com 

Project Manager - Andrea Montgomery 0407552663 

Segment by Kaye Rodden. 

Membership reminder  

It is that time of the year when subscriptions are due 
for FY 21/22. 

Our organisation is entirely volunteer based.  Your 
subscription will not only help us to support our 
community in Landcare activities such as pest animal 
and plant control and revegetation advice, but also 
funds insurance cover for you when we are 
conducting field activities and participating in 
community events. 

To re-new your membership visit our online shop to 
make payment at 
https://www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/shop/ 

(Please copy and paste this link into your browser if 
the link above does not work for you) 

When you visit our Shop, you have the option of 
paying by Bank Transfer, Credit Card or PayPal.  

If you have any difficulties, questions or are unsure 
of your membership status, please don't hesitate to 
contact us know by emailing 
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

Segment by Heike Dunn. 

Newsletter Editor Upcoming Vacancy 

The BHLG’s current Newsletter Editor, Tim Harte, 
will be stepping down from the role at our 2021 
AGM in August. Hence, we are looking for a member 
of the community to join our executive team in this 
vital role. The BHLG newsletter goes to 350+ 
households through the Barrabool Hills and is a vital 
part of our community. The Newsletter Editor 
formats the various newsletter segments into a 
template and does a little bit of spell checking 
before sending the newsletter off to a local MPs 
office for printing. The newsletters are then picked 
up, folded so they can fit in mailboxes (by either the 
newsletter editor or a willing member of the BHLG 
executive team) and passed on to the Leigh family 
who deliver them through the goodness of their 
hearts for free to the households through the Hills. 
The BHLG newsletter is published every second 
month and is prepared in the last two weeks of odd 
calendar months and delivered in the first week of 
the even calendar months. This role would be great 
for a young person who wants to improve their 
writing skills and add to their CV or any community 
member who has computer skills and would like to 
be more involved in the community. Please contact 
the current Newsletter Editor if you have any 
questions or would like to discuss the role.  

What Bird Is This (WBIT)?  

Ric Walter identified the bird in the June BHLG 
newsletter correctly, well done Ric. The bird was a 
Yellow-tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus 
funereus). Yellow-tailed black cockatoos feed in 
small to large, noisy flocks and primarily eat seeds of 
native trees and pinecones.  

This issues mystery bird was spotted with a flock of 
very noisy, Yellow-faced honeyeaters which they are 
known to migrate with. This little bird is quite 
dextrous and was observed getting insects off the 
small branches of a red gum tree. Email the 
newsletter editor with your ‘what bird is this?’ 

https://www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/shop/
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answer, the first person to answer correctly will 
have their name published in the next newsletter. 

Tim Harte 

Contact us. 

President Jim Seager  0409 935 700 
ejimseager@bigpond.com 
Vice President Ian Kelly  0427 577 601 
kellyian1951@gmail.com 
Secretary Christa Jones    
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

Treasurer Heike Dunn  0417 020 012 
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

Newsletter  Tim Harte    0431 601 529 
balletcadet@gmail.com  
GIS mapping  Geoff Anson 0418 324 632 
geoffanson@mac.com 
Equipment Trevor Jones 0407 009 855 
Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com 

Facebook: barraboolhillslandcare 
Instagram: barraboolhillslandcaregroup  
Website: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before and after revegetation on the Barwon 
escarpment at Murgheboluc 

Above: the revegetation site earlier this year.  

 

Below: the revegetation site 20 years ago.  

 

 

 

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are 
welcomed. Send articles and photos to barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com, deadline for next issue is 16/09/21  

Members can advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space allowing). Ads. are 
approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space  

A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing the newsletter. 

 

 


