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April 2021
The Geelong Landcare Network stall at the Golden Plains Farmers Market, members
of the Barrabool Hills Landcare group volunteered at the stall in March.

barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

What’s On.

28th April - Friends of the Barwon AGM – Inverleigh
3rd May – Next Barrabool Hills Landcare Group Executive meeting
11th May – Landcare Victoria Inc. AGM
August 4th- 6th - National Landcare Conference either in Sydney or online

Above: Members of the Working for Victoria crew who were employed in the Barrabool Hills as part of the Woody Weed
Management project.

Kindly printed and supported by
Libby Coker MP - Member for Corangamite
Libby.Coker.MP@aph.gov.au
“Funded from Parliamentary
Budget”
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Before and After Revegetation
The top photo on this page shows Avon Park, a property in the Barrabool Hills, after planting of native trees in
2013 as part of a Landcare Gullies and Escarpments project. The bottom photo on this page shows the
revegetated site in 2020. Very exciting to see our Hills environment being improved by the hard work of locals.
Photo credit – Jim Seager.
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the tree until they finally turn a weathered grey. Yes,
the colour of those outside lining boards that you
didn’t get round to oiling last spring.
These weathered cones will open when placed in a
paper bag and the dark brown winged seeds will fall
to the bottom. Now
they’re ready to sow into
a seedling tray or direct
seed into the back
paddock next spring. No
seed treatment is needed.
If you’re concerned about
the genetic diversity of
your future sheoak
plantation, collect cones
from at least ten trees.
Also collect from around
the perimeter of each
tree to allow for pollen
coming from different
directions. The male
sheoaks will be so grateful
you made this extra
effort.
Once widespread in the
Barrabool Hills, remnants
of this remarkable small tree are now rare on
roadsides. It’s hot burning wood made it very
popular for the colonial bakers of the 1800’s. In
recent times it has been a regular inclusion in
shelterbelts and windbreaks because of its resilience
and durability.
If you’re looking for a good shade or shelter tree
that has a long history of growing in the toughest,
driest, most exposed locations in the Barrabool Hills,
then look no further than this very accomplished
local.
You can read more about Drooping Sheoaks and the
indigenous plants of the Barrabool Hills by clicking
on this link.
https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog/the
-vegetation-of-the-barrabool-hills-part-4-plantspecies-drooping-sheoaks-adorned-the-hills
Check out Stephen’s blog for more great articles
like this.
Stephen Murphy, Sustainable Biorich Landscapes
To read more interesting articles from Stephen
Murphy check out his blog at
www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog

A Drooping Sheoak ramble
This may be the first month of autumn, but for
Drooping Sheoaks, Allocasuarina verticillata, it’s the
beginning of ‘spring’. As you drive past a group of
these trees you may notice many are turning

yellowy-bronze on their weeping tips.
These are the male tree’s catkins and they’re about
to cast their pollen to the four winds.
Left-Male Drooping Sheoak in flower, right-Mature
cones on a female Drooping Sheoak.
Using this shot-gun approach, male trees have to
produce large amounts of pollen to chance on a
female flower. And the competition for the males is
pretty fierce. On my reckoning, there are usually
about ten male trees for every one female. These
aren’t good odds if you’re a male, keen for your DNA
to be passed on to the next generation. Studies have
shown that male pollen can amazingly travel up to
1km to pollinate a female flower, now that’s
somewhat keen!
The female trees are very easy to spot as they are
the sheoaks with cones. Starting as small red
flowers, the shiny bronze cones develop over twelve
months into the largest cones of the sheoak family,
some reaching the size of a bantam’s egg.
If you’re planning to collect these shiny cones for
seed, then you’re too early. I fell into this ‘trap’ on
my early seed collecting expeditions and found a lot
of the seed was pale and immature. These shiny
cones have to spend a few more months ripening on
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Weed Management – Working for Victoria
crew

Equipment for loan to members
The following equipment is owned by the Barrabool
Hills Landcare Group and is available for use by
members:

During February 2021 the Barrabool Hills Landcare
group has facilitated a Corangamite Catchment
Management Authority/ Conservation Volunteers
Australia program funded by a state government
"Working for Victoria" covid initiative. In this
instance the project was to remove woody weeds,
such as Boxthorn, Gorse, Cape Ivy, Prickly Pear,
Hawthorn and Spiny Rush along the Barwon.

400 litre spray unit trailer mounted
2 Kidney tree buckets
1 Potti Putki Tree planter
2 Hamilton Tree planters
1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit

These weeds not only provide harbor for rabbits but
also quickly take over in the fertile riparian area, and
shade out native species.

1 Rabbit Smoker (for non-culinary purposes)
Members are requested to return all equipment to
Trevor promptly after use.

The program ran for 8 days (around 250 hours of
"work"), on the properties of 7 Landcare members,
with the Barrabool Hills contributing around 24
hours of "volunteer" time to make the initial contact
with landholders, document and map the woody
weed site on each property, induction of the crew at
each of the sites and final project reporting.

Contact Trevor Jones on 0407 009 855.

Join Our Team
The Barrabool Hills Landcare Group currently has
two vacancies in our team. We are looking for
someone to take over the important role of
Treasurer for our group. Anthony Jones our previous
Treasurer has undertaken many substantial changes
to streamline and update the way we keep our
books, such as moving our accounts onto the
accounting program Xero. Anthony is willing to train
up someone who moves into the role of treasurer. If
you are interested in contributing to our group by
filling this vital role please email us.

Kudos to our President Jim Seager who took on the
role for the group over this period.
And thanks to the Geelong Landcare Network who
made the initial contact lodged our EOI, and of
course the 7 landholders who took part.
Below a photo taken by Jim of the crew about to
tackle boxthorn at the base of a mature tree.

Recently Geoff Anson who served
as one of our delegates to the
Geelong Landcare Network has
stepped back from that role and
hence, we have a casual vacancy in
this position. The delegate role
involves reporting to the Geelong
Landcare Network about the
happenings of our group and the
reporting to our group about the
happenings of the Geelong
Landcare Network. The role
involves representing what is both
in the best interests of our group
and the Geelong Landcare
Network in decision making at the
Geelong Landcare Network. If you
are interested in volunteering for
this role or want more information
about it, please email us.
Article by Kaye Rodden & Jim Seager
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BHLG Ephemeral Wetland Project Update

Article by Maddie Steel.

The trees and grasses in the Mt Pollock wetland
have had a unique and exceptional year to further
establish and deepen their roots. While a little more
sun may have been welcome for many of us, our
plantings seem grateful for the mild and damp
summer. Unfortunately it has also been an excellent
growing condition for weeds; the thistles especially
have thrived, but this does not appear to have
slowed the progress of our wetland natives.

Native bees in the Barrabool Hills
In January 2021 following a visit to a property in
Wensleydale Victoria, where we discovered some
native bees, my son Edward and I made two Native
bee hotels.
This one we have had at our property in Gnarwarre
for about a month. We have spotted a few blue
banded bees in the paddock but have not noticed
any native bees near the house.
Today, about 4
weeks later, I
noticed that some
native resin bees
have started
nesting in our hotel.
We also have
European
honeybees on our
farm to produce
honey and pollinate
our fruit trees etc.
Native bees can
make a significant
contribution to
pollination.
With over 2000
species of native
bees in Australia (224mm in size), they
are a significant pollinator of our magnificent
wildflowers and native plants.
Article by Jim Seager.
Above: the
bee house
that Jim
made, and
right: resin
from
native
bees
visible in
the bee
house.

Above: Planted vegetation at the wetland site.
The western rows of trees and shrubs seem to have
been particularly successful, with only a little
evidence of insect attack. The red gum clumps have
had varied results, many with only 2-3 thriving, but
there is the occasional clump of 4 looking healthy.
The grasses are more difficult to assess being
difficult to see until you are on top of them! (We
may have accidentally drowned the drone!) But
there is a scattering of circles that have survived
throughout the entire wetland...hopefully enough to
claim their space and slowly but surely take over.
Although it looks a little messy at the moment, the
high success and take rate, staggering growth and
lack of any of the really nasty weeds, is inspiring that
soon enough the natives will take over. Every time I
drive past the wetland, I remember the effort, the
days, the weeks, that went into this project and the
amazing community (and gumboots!) that made it
possible.
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What Bird Is This (WBIT)?
Ric Walter & Thomas Mackenzie identified the bird
in the February BHLG newsletter correctly, well done
to Ric and Thomas. The bird was a Silvereye
(Zosterops lateralis ssp. westernensis). Silvereyes
feed on insect prey and fruit and nectar, they have
been observed in the Hills dextrously extracting
large moths from the curled leaves of fennel plants.
Silvereyes breed in spring and early summer, making
a tiny cup of grass, moss, hair, spiderweb, and
thistledown, suspended from a branch fork in the
outer reaches of small trees or shrubs. Silvereyes are
quite small birds and weigh around 10 grams.
This issues mystery bird has nested in a potato bowl
on the front of the newsletter editor’s house for the
past three years. These birds are known for their
beautiful song calls and their impressive mimicking
abilities. For those who still own landline telephones
in the Hills you may have been ‘pranked’ before by
these birds, as they can impersonate a phone ringing
very well when they hear it regularly. Email the
newsletter editor with your ‘what bird is this?’
answer, the first person to answer correctly will
have their name published in the next newsletter.
Tim Harte

Contact us.
President
Jim Seager
0409 935 700
ejimseager@bigpond.com
Vice President Ian Kelly
0427 577 601
kellyian1951@gmail.com
Secretary
Heike Dunn
0417 020 012
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
Treasurer
Position currently vacant
Newsletter
Tim Harte
0431 601 529
balletcadet@gmail.com
GIS mapping
Geoff Anson
0418 324 632
geoffanson@mac.com
Equipment
Trevor Jones
0407 009 855
Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
Facebook: barraboolhillslandcare
Instagram: barraboolhillslandcaregroup
Website: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Send articles and photos to Tim Harte (balletcadet@gmail.com), deadline for next issue is 16/05/21
Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space allowing).
6 provided there is space
Ads. are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed
A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing the newsletter.

