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Two rainbows over the Hills, perhaps a good omen of light at the end of the tunnel.
Photo by Kaye Rodden.

barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com

Our Community

Normally on this front page we would list a range of exciting community activities where we
could jointly share and learn and enjoy the social interactions which our Barrabool Hills Landcare
group has become famous for.
As with many similar events across our now very disconnected world, we have had to postpone
these activities and instead are providing a range of virtual opportunities to stay in touch to foster
our strong community values connected to our increasingly healthy landscape.
Even though we may not be meeting face to face…our Landcare community and landscape still
needs you. Perhaps you’d like to help Geoff with our mapping project, or write articles for the
website or newsletter, or contribute to our face book page. Perhaps you could provide some
photos of your revegetation sites… what an amazing experience it is to suddenly realise that you
have created something that will help the other living species on this planet weather the
challenges ahead. All you need to do is contact us!
And of course, there is the City Nature Challenge, using iNaturalist, all you need is a mobile
phone and the App, .see the article inside.
Or on a more practical note perhaps you are heading for the shops or produce store and can run
an errand for someone who is house bound….
There has been a lot written about how we need to modify our natural instincts in the short to
medium term but I believe the following from my “Old Girls School network” sums up who we
are as a community and what we stand for….just wish I had penned it!
“Every handshake that we don’t make must become a phone call that we place. Every embrace
that we avoid must become a verbal expression of warmth and concern. Every inch and every
foot that we physically place between ourselves and another, must become a thought as to how
we might be of help to that other, should the need arise. Our COVID-19 pact.”
Kaye Rodden
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In the late 1990’s weather patterns changed with
the millennial drought and our reliable spring rains
became less reliable. September and October
changed from being our wettest months in central
Victoria to sporadically being very dry. In the dry
spring’s trees planted in late September were
running out of soil moisture by November.
My advice to farmers that they didn’t need to rip
under most circumstances was being tested. Facing
unreliable springs lead to planning for the worst case
scenario. Plant earlier, usually by mid-September, in
loamy and sandy soils so that plants can establish by
mid-November. This allows two months for their
roots to reach permanent soil moisture and survive
most summers
In answer to the question, should I deep rip this
autumn? I now say, good weed control is still your
best friend, though there are benefits to ripping in
loamy and sandy soils that are likely to dry early in
the season. Rip on the contour if you can to catch
any runoff from heavy summer showers.
Stephen Murphy
Sustainable Biorich Landscapes
To read more interesting articles from Stephen
Murphy check out his blog at
www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog

Should I deep rip this autumn?
Autumn is the time for barbeques on balmy
evenings, for enjoying the rich leaf colour of
deciduous trees in our gardens and for thinking
about the year ahead. It’s also a great time to plan
the winter’s tree planting project
In the early years of Landcare deep ripping in
autumn was an accepted part of site preparation for
tree planting. Most farmers thought it was
important to deep rip without questioning whether
it improved success. Even though planting trials had
proven that good weed control was the most
important element in achieving a good result.
In my early years as a nurseryman I only
recommended deep ripping under three
circumstances.
 If the soil was compacted (you should be
able to easily push a screwdriver into moist
soil)
 If there was a hardpan (an impenetrable clay
layer under the soil), or
 If newly planted trees were competing with
mature trees for soil moisture.
Deep ripping was and still is a critical strategy under
these situations
In heavy clay soils deep ripping for tree planting has
some undesirable effects. Heavy volcanic clay soils
are often called ‘self-ripping soils’ because they
develop cracks in the summer as they dry. These
cracks open wider along rip lines, exposing the roots
of young trees to the drying summer heat.

Equipment for loan to members
The following equipment is owned by the Barrabool
Hills Landcare Group and is available for use by
members:
400 litre spray unit trailer mounted
2 Kidney tree buckets
1 Potti Putki Tree planters
2 Hamilton Tree planters
1 60 litre motorbike mounted spray unit
1 Rabbit Smoker (for non-culinary purposes)
Members are requested to return all equipment to
Trevor promptly after use.
Contact Trevor Jones on 0407 009 855.

iNaturalist
Geelong and surrounds had registered to be part of
the international “City Nature Challenge” on the
24th -27th April. This is a world-wide competition to
see which city can photograph and register the most
plants and animal species on the iNaturalist website
during these 3 days! This site is really easy to use,
and great fun as not only can you register your
sightings but also have international enthusiasts
help you identify them.

A photo of a deep ripping apparatus on a tractor.
Also, tree roots tend to follow the vertical plane of
the rip line in heavy soils affecting their stability in
high winds. This is because clay soils glaze along the
rip line preventing tree root development in all
directions.
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Whilst we have had some losses, the attached
photos taken in March by Maddie Steel, are very
exciting. So it will be great to wander around and
fill in the gaps with the 300 mixed species trees and
shrubs we have ordered.
There is plenty of room to keep your distance… but
it will be bring your own tucker and water as a
precaution.
Watch our next newsletter and Facebook page for
details.
Kaye Rodden

It’s all about rabbits( or lack of them!)
Our Landcare group, for the fifteenth consecutive
year, facilitated the Barrabool Hills rabbit baiting
program. Our community once again took their
responsibilities to control and manage this
nationally declared feral animal extraordinarily
seriously and committed over $10,000 of their own
funds to spread nearly 2.8 tons of baited carrot
across their land. The group administers this
program as a community service, and although the
number of participants was less than previous years,
we are hoping it is because there are fewer rabbits
around.
A
denuded
barren
landscape
and
browsing
destructio
n of trees,
both
resulting
from
rabbits.

The result of the Hills’ community pulling together,
trees planted by our community at the ephemeral
wetland afforestation site poking their apical
meristems (growing tips) out from tree guards.
This year, as we are new to the process and there
are a few other distractions, the Geelong and
environs (which includes the Barrabool Hills)
organising committee has decided to have a trial
run with a view to a serious tilt next year.
The beauty of using iNaturalist is that it is all done
online….so self-isolation is not an issue….. and also,
it is a great way to engage everyone, young and old,
in nature especially during this time, when many of
us are going stir crazy.
The Barrabool Hills Landcare group in conjunction
with the Geelong Landcare Network had planned to
hold an iNaturalist training event at the Barrabool
Hills cricket ground with the Geelong Field
Naturalists, Rod Lowther. Unfortunately, the face to
face event has had to be cancelled, but don’t
despair… Rod has provided a really great training
material click
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1es_fFMUBGC6uEo
W1xjp3G3n3tziSY-L3/view?usp=sharing
So, enjoy, get practising and look forward to seeing
all your sightings mount up on the site.
Kaye Rodden

Ephemeral wetland maintenance -Working Bee
later in the year
By the time June/July comes around we will all be
looking for opportunities to stretch our legs!
The group, in conjunction with the land manager,
are planning a couple of days replanting and
weeding the ephemeral wetland project south of Mt
Pollock.

Rabbits are extraordinarily destructive browsers.
They destroy pasture, crops and plant communities
impacting on agriculture and the environment,
costing the community 100’s of millions of dollars a
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year. They cause soil erosion and associated
sedimentation of waterways; compete with native
fauna for food and habitat; and directly impact on
the survival of 304 threatened Australian Species.
Baiting the rabbits is only a small part of the
management program. First and foremost, rabbits
do not recognise property boundaries. It is vital that
you discuss your program with your neighbours and
work together to manage this pest. We do this with
the Surf Coast Shire, who time their roadside
programs to coincide with our private one.
Secondly a baiting program unfortunately is never
100% successful, and you need to make sure that
there is nowhere for the surviving rabbits to hide.
Just one pair of mating rabbits can produce 200
offspring in 18 months. So, remove any low lying
woody debris that provides harbor, fumigate and fill
in warrens( our Landcare group has a fumigator to
borrow) and repeat all of the above!
If you need advice or support, please contact one of
the executive, we are always available to help
A short positive note also on our rabbit recipe book,
the Feral Feast. This innovative initiative by the
group to celebrate our 21st Birthday in 2016 is now
in its third print run, another 30 copies heading to
Western Australian Landcare communities a month
ago.
All the profits from the sale of this book support our
groups activities, so if you would like a unique gift
for family or friend, support our group and purchase
a copy… all very easy on our website.
Kaye Rodden

What bird is this?
Ric Walter and Judy Cohn guessed the identity of the
bird in the February BHLG newsletter correctly, well
done to Ric and Judy. The two birds were fledged
juvenile Wedge-tailed eagles (Aquila audax). They
are particularly important to the cultural history of
the Hills as Wedge-tailed eagles are the sacred
Totem of the Traditional Custodians of the Barrabool
Hills, the Wathaurong who call them Bundjil. As well
as having an important role in the ecology of the
Barrabool Hills as they are the native apex
predator/scavenger in our environment. That being
said of course, they were the apex predator of small
mammals pre European colonisation however since

the introduction of invasive species like foxes and
cats the ecology of this area has changed greatly and
the ecological niche (place in the food web and
ecosystem) these birds hold has been threatened.
This issues mystery bird is well known and a delight
to observe. Email the newsletter editor with your
‘what bird is this?’ answer, the first person to
answer correctly will have their name published in
the next newsletter.
Tim Harte

Contact us.
President
Kaye Rodden
0438 317 499
kathrynminette@gmail.com
Vice President Jim Seager
0409 935 700
ejimseager@bigpond.com
Secretary
Heike Dunn
0417 020 012
barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
Treasurer
Anthony Jones
0419 894 098
anthony@bjc.id.au
Newsletter
Tim Harte
0431 601 529
balletcadet@gmail.com
GIS mapping
Geoff Anson
0418 324 632
geoffanson@mac.com
Equipment
Trevor Jones
0407 009 855
Email: barraboolhillslandcare@gmail.com
Facebook: barraboolhillslandcare
Instagram: barraboolhillslandcaregroup
Web site: www.barraboolhillslandcare.org.au

Let your fellow members know what is happening in the Barrabool Hills. Contributions to the newsletter
are welcomed. Send articles and photos to Tim Harte (balletcadet@gmail.com), deadline for next issue is
16/05/20
Members are able to advertise their Barrabool Hills business in the newsletter @ $30 per issue (space
allowing). Ads. are approximately 50 mm x 70 mm, and will be printed provided there is space
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A special thanks goes to the Leigh family for distributing
the newsletter.

